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HI ND, otherwiſe JAMES AITKEN, 


CoMMMONLY KNOWN BY THE Nauk or 


JOHN the PAINTER, 


WHO WAS TRIED AND CONVICTED 


At the ASSIZES held at WINCHESTER, 


On TxursDay March 6, 1777, 
And Executed and Hung in Chains, at PORTSMOUTH, 
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TOGETHER WITH THE 
CONFESSION he made before Magiſtrates, 
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Previous to his ſetting Fire to the Dock-Vard, 
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Ornamented with a neatly engraved' Copper-plate Cut of 
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TRIAL of INES HILL, other ie 
JAMES HIND,. otherwiſe JOHN 
- HIND, otherwiſe JAMES ACKSAN, 
commonly known, by the Name of 
JOHN the PAINTER. 


7 EET Thurſday, March 5 1777, came 


on at the Aſſizes holden at Wincheſ- 


ter, far the county of Hants, before 
Ba © Ver Mr, Juſtice Aſhurſt and Mr. Baron 


= 488 2 Homham, the Trial. of James Hill, 


"# otherwiſe James Had, otherwiſe John 
Fr otherwiſe James Ack ſan, commonly known 
by the name of John the Painter, for ſetting fire to 
the Rope - Houſe at Portſmouth, on Saturday the 7:ih 
of December, 1776. 


The priſoner was tried by Mr. Hawn Hotham. 


Clerk of Arraigns. Priſoner, hold up your hand; 
you ſtand indicted by the name of James Hill, other- 
wiſe James Hind, otherwiſe John Hind, otherwiſe. 
James Ackſan, Jate of the pariih of Portſea, in this 


. county, labourer, for that you, on the 7th of. De- 


cember, in the fixteenth year of the reign of dur 
Sovereign Lord the King, 

Wuh force and arms at Portſea, in the ſaid coun- 
ty, 20 ton weight of hemp, v value 100l.-- 10 cable 
ropes of 100.fathom length, and three inches in eir- 
cumfetence, value 8ol. ſix ton weight of cor- 
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dage, value 200l- Them being the naval ſtores of our 
Lord the King, and them being placed in a certain 
building called the Rope-Houſe, feloniouſly, wilful- 
ly, &c. did ſet on fire, and cauſed to be ſet on fire, 
and burnt, againſt the ſtatute and againſt the peace, 
The indictment farther charges, that you, James 
Hill, otherwiſe James Hiad, otherwiſe John Hind, 
otherwiſe James Ackſan, on the ſaid 7th day of Pe- 
cember, with force and arms at Portſeg, in the ſaid 
county, a certain building there called a Rope-houſe, 
did ſet on fire, and caule and procure to be ſet on 
fire, againſt the form of the ſtature, ke. 
Ihe indictment farther charges, that you, the 
ſaid James Hill, otherwiſe James Hind, otherwiſe 
John Hind, otherwiſe. James Ackſan, on the ſaid 
7th day of December, with force and arms at Port- 
ſea, in the ſaid county, a certain building, in which 
was a great quantity of naval ſtores ; to wit, 20 ton 
weight of hemp, 10 cable ropes, and fix ton weight. 
of cordage, did fire, and cauſe, and procure to be 
ſet on fire againſt the form of the ſtatute, and againſt 
the peace of our Lord the King, his Crown and 
-4 +; waa ſay you, are you Guilty or not 
Primer Not Guilty, 35 
Clerk of Arraigns. How will you be tried? 
Priſoner. According to the laws of the country, 
Clerk of Arraigns. God ſend you a good deli- 
verance. „' „ 
Tpbe following Jurors were then called, and the 
priſoner not challenging any of them, before they 
were ſworn, as the Judge told him he might, 


* 


There were accordingly ſworn, 1 3 
Henry Lucas, Rechal Thorn, 
. Richard Long, Samuel Maunger, _ 
Rabert Monday, George. N. W 
Tobn Cole, John Kent, . 


William 


1 
William Cole, r John Perry, | 


© Richard Pokes, Charles Corbet. 
Mr. Fielding, of Council for the Crown, opened 


the Indictment to the following purport: 


Gentlemen, This is an Indictment againſt James 
Hill, otherwiſe James Hind, otherwiſe John Hind, 
otherwiſe James Ackſan, and it is for a crime which 
is ſo atrocious, and of ſo horrid a nature, as to ren- 
der it impoſſible to fix any epithet upon it ſufficient- 
ly deſcriptive of its malignity. | 

This is the firſt inftance, Gentlemen, of its ex- 
iſtence, and I hope in God it will be the laſt, 

The Indictment you have heard already ftands 
upon three Counts, 

The priſoner at the bar is firſt charged with ſet- 
ting fire to the hemp, and ſo forth, ſtated in the In- 
dictment. The ſecond Count is for firing a certain 
building called a Rope-houſe. And the third Count 


is for firing his Majeſty's naval ſtores, 


The matter will be more fully opened to you by 
the learned and experienced Gentleman, who leads 
this buſineſs, and I doubt not your verdict will be a 
very ſatisfactory one. 

Mr. Serjeant Davy. Gentlemen of the Jury, I am 
of Council in this caſe for the King, in the proſe. 


cution of the priſoner at the bar, who is indicted by 


the name, of James Hill, otherwiſe James Hind, 
otherwiſe John Hind, otherwiſe James Ackſan, for 
ſetting fire to 2 Rope-houſe at Portſmouth Dock, 


| belonging to the Crown, and the place where the 
cordage is made to ſupply the King's Navy; this 


was made à Capital felony by an AQ of Parliament 
in the twelfth year of his preſent Mej ſty, till when 


it had not entered into the imagination of man that 1 


ſuch a crime tould be committed at all. 
It will be neceſſary for me to expaciate upon the 
nature of the offence. - Tnat has nothing to do 
— | A 2 with 
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wh b the priſoner a at the bar any more than YM be was 
the agent in' the commiſſion of it. And it will 
be neceſſary for me therefore to mention to you 
the particulars of the evidence we have to lay be- 
fore you, by which to affix the crime to the priſoner 
at'the bar, and ſubmit to you, upon the conſidera - 
tion of thoſe fats, whether he is or not Guile 
of the charge in the indictment. 

Gentlemen, Upon the 7th. of December, i in the. 
alternoon, [ think about four o clock, a dreadful fire 
broke out at Portſmouth Dock, in the Rope. houſe, 
v-hich I thick was entirely conſumed. It is an edi- 
fice of. a very. great extent indeed, a of a very 
great magnitude, (perhaps you may have ſeen it) 
and-it is of conſequence of great value. Andi it is 
lucky lor, the public, that at that time it did not 
happen to contain ſo much cordage as at ſometimes 
it does. That was not the only thing intended to be 
conſumed that day, but that alone was con ſumed..— 
It broke out, and it is proper to mention to you, at 
the e-{ccrmoſt part of this building. As ſoon as this 
misfortune had happened, all imaginable enquiry was 
made, in order to find out the cauſe of it, but all 
to no;purpoſe z. no fire had been there; no candle 
had been there; none is ever uſed, particularly that 
part, the eaſtward part of the building, where the 
fire began ---Nobody could tell by what means it 


| happened, and all enquiry was fruitleſs and it would 
| have paſſed as an accident, the cauſes of it unknown 


to'this day, had it not been for a very extraordinary 
diſcovery, which was made upon the 15th of Jan. 


which was five or ſix weeks after werds, which led to 


an ei qury, which produced the me ſt ample and clear 
diſcoyery that ever was laid before a Court of Juſtice: 
Upon the 15th of January, there was found in 
the Hemp-houſe, which is another very large build- 


og, and which contains hemp of an infinite value, 


—_ 
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„ to the Crown; in tumbling. over the 
hemp there for ſome purpole, ſomething was ſeen 
by one of three men that were there at the time, and 
will appear before you, that ſhone a little, and appear- 
ed bright. Upon taking it up, it was a ſort of can- 
niſter, which one, at firſt ſight, would imagine to 
be a canniſter, a little machine that nobody could 
tell what to makeof, Upon looking a little far- 
ther, juſt upon the ſame ſpot, there was found a lit- 
tle kind of box, containing combuſtibles of various 
kinds; there was hemp, tar, and oil of turpentine, 
The moment this was ſcen, it ſtruck thoſe that ſaw it; 
and there could be no doubt in any mind upon that 
ſubject, that whoever had placed it there, had an in- 
tention to ſet that place on fire. It was alarming ; 
the men were ſtruck with aſtoniſhment and wonder, 
looking at each other with the inſtrument in their 
hands; and, upon recollection, determined to-do the 


+ oaly thing fit to be done; to go to the Commiſ- 


ſioner of the Dock-yard, nd inform him of it, that 
proper evidence of this matter might be laid before 
Government, and fit enquiry made into it; and 
then it was for the firſt time clear and apparent to 
every one, that that fire, which happened upon the 
7th of December, in the Rope-houſe, had not been 
by accident, but was ſet on fire by delign, 

Now, let us recollect every particular of that un- 
happy day, While it was thought to be accident, 
no body gave themſelves the trouble to regollect or 
enquire whom they had ſeen, and who was there, 
and who was not there; it paſſed for accident, and 
no body thought about it; but. from the inſtant that 
they reſolved this muſt have been the work of ſome 

devil, — that this was ſome human contrivance-— 
that this was an act done on pucpoſe; then it was 
fit to turn in their minds, to avert to that ſabject, 
and all the circumſtances of the matter--- Among 
A. others 
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others it occurred, (for it was the talk of all the 
Dock within five minutes, I ſuppoſe, and a thouſand 
: things were ſaid then) that a man had been ſeen the 
day of the fire lurking very much about the Hemp= 
" Houſe and Rope-houſe. Then it occurred, that a 
man had been Jurking in at the Rope-houſe, and 
with ſome difficulty had got out again; and then it 
occurred, 'that the perſon on whom the ſuſpicion 
then fell, from ſeveral vague and indefinite circum- 
ſtances, was one, whoſe ſurname was not known, 
but who was called John, and who was a Painter by 
' buſineſs, who had worked with a Mr, Golding, a 
painter, at Titchfield, and under his employ at a 


py 


gentle man's houſe in that neighbourhood ; that was 


the origin of the name of John the Painter; they Þ 
knew no other name of him than John, and they 


knew him to be a Painter, therefore they deſcribed 
him by the name of John the Painter. John the 
Paigter then being the man upon whom ſuſpicions 
' ſtrongly fell, none of which concluded poſitively 
_ againſt him, but all of which were ſtrong ſaſpicions, 
and thoſe ſuſpicions laying together in form of in- 
formations ; informations were made of thoſe ein- 
' cumſtances ; each were laid before a Magiſtrate, ia 
order to have this John the Painter, if he could be 
found, apprehended, and farther enquiry to be made, 
Beſides his, there was an advertiſement publiſhed, 
with ttward of 50). for apprehending John the 
Painter, Yefctibing him as well as he could be de- 
ſcribed; and he was very ſufficiently deſcribed by 
the people that had ſeen him, by his dreſs, and fo 
VVV 
A very worthy honourable gentleman J have in 
my eye, and who is a very great friend to the public, | 
and in the true ſtrict ſenſe of the word a Patriot, | 
having ſeen this advertiſement, very actively ſtirred 
himſelf in the buſineſs, and was very much 4 
38 F 92, 2 cau 
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cauſe of apprehending this John the Painter; we 
was accordingly, I believe, taken up in this county 
at Odiham; and there were then found upon bim 
(you will be pleaſed to mark this) a piſtol charged, 
2 piſtol tinder-box for ſtriking fire, ſome matches, 
and a bottle or phial of oil of turpentine. Thoſe 
things were found upon him; he was examined; he 
had too much ſenfe, and was too much guarded, to 
make any conſiderable diſcoveries upon the examina- 
tion that he underwent before a Magiſtrate; and 
ha1-it not been for a circumſtance which I am now 
going to mention, it would have been an extreme 


difficult matter to affix the crime upon this perſon at 


the bar, however ſatisfied people might have been in 


their own private judgment of his guilt. It hap- 


pened that there was one of his own buſineſs, (a 
painter} who had been a painter in Ametica, the 
ſame as the priſoner ; for this gentleman has worked 


in Americz; he fs an American, not by birth, I be- 


lieve; for by birth, I think, he is a Scbtehman; but 


IT he has ſettled in America, from whetice he had lately 
come, and thither he meant to return; I ſay, gen- 
tlemen, one of that buſineſs, who likewiſe had work= 


ed as 2 painter in America, whom ſome people cima- 
gined 'might know. this man, the ptiſoner at the 
bar, was fent for to Sir John Fielding's, in Bow- 
ſtreet, upon the feventh'of Febtuary, in order to be 


 ſhiwhithe prifoftet, tbiofotin the Magiſtrate whether 


po 
, 


he did or not ko Mm. That Ran being afked - 


the queſtion, anfwertd, that he did not know Him, 


azad, to the beſt of his rerollection, nad never feen 


im in all his life time, There was ah end, thete- 
fore, of that buſicefs. As be Had worked at the ſame 
place, (he had worked dt Philadelphia £00), it was 
iel tot him to Efiolp, bat it ee | ke did 
not Know Him at all. That pttfon' being difmiſſed 
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from the. room u where he was mined; (I can Hil 
call it, an, examination) this, little matter had paſſed; 
but retiring to another room where the priſoner was, 
the priſoner having been informed. that this perſon, 
whoſe name was Baldwin, was an American Painter, 
naturally enough bec koned to him to come to him, 
and deſired him to fit down by him; and ſitting: 
down by him, a converſation. began between thoſe 
people, touching their trade as painters, and touch- 
ing America and Philadelphia, and that part of 
America in which they had lived, the diſtance of 
places, and a few names of gentlemen ;z z it being a, 
place and occaſion that would not admit of a long Ml 
converſation ; and therefore the priſuner at the bar 

defired Baldwin to do him the favour of. a viſit at 
New-Priſon, Clerkenwell, where he was going; de- 
" fired he would be io good as to call upon him; he 
would be glad to ſee him. Now, let me here tell 
vou, before 1 forget, that all this was a mere miracle, 
the offspring of accident; for this Baldwin was not 
ſet on; he was not deſired to get any confeſſion from 
him. But this had paſſed: three or ſour days before, 
any body concerned had ever heard of it, It is fit 
the world ſhould perfectly underſtand that. In con- 
ſequence of this ſhort converſation. that had paſſed 
in Bow-ſtreet, before Sir John Fielding, aldwin 
went as defired by the priſoner to yiſit him at Clerken- 
well, When he went there, a converſation, then, 
paſſed between them of no very great importance; 
it was only general, concerning perſons and places; 

ſome of which both. of them knew, ſome of which 


CY 


only one of them knew, The next day. there, was 
| apother viſit ;-for: ihe priſoner looked upon it as a 
very lucky circumſtance.; and it was the providence 
of God this man bad placed this. (fortunate I may, 
call it for the public) confidence in this Baldwin, by 
which he after wards. made the ample diſcoveries, 


which 
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ly which you will hear bye and bye. He told him, 


3 aſter various viſits, (for Baldwin vifited him at his 
„% regqurſt once almoſt every day for hear three weeks 


n, * fromithat time; and it was not till many days, and 
iz, till a full diſcovery. was made, Baldwin communi- 
Ns WM cated the matter toiany body; and when he did, he 
g © communicated" it to an honourable perſon, not at all 
fe connected with. Government :) He told him, among 
1- WB other: things, (for you will hear ſome particulars 
of F which|I- ſhall. deſcend to bye and bye for a very 
of ſttiking reaſon, and you will go with me when L. do) 
22 that he had lately come from France ; that he had 
ng been employed there by a gentleman, whom he was 
ar F ſurprized.that Baldwin did not know, as he was a 
at man of fo much note, and whoſe name had been fo 
le- frequently in the news-paper, a Mr. Silas Dean;--- 
he '$ That Mr. Silas Dean was a very honourable gentle- 
ell man employed by the Congreſs, in America, as well 
le, 2s another very hon. gentleman; a Dr. Franklin. That 
9 Mr. Silas Dean had employed him in a noble buſineſs, 
m ia which he had been engaged; that his employment 
de was to ſet fire to the Dock- yards, and deſtroy the 
fit Navy of Great Britain; that he had undertak n 
n-. that work, and that he was to have a pecuniary re- 
ed Ward ſor it; that Mr. Silas. Dean was bis employer, 
vin and this was a noble act; this was a patriotic mea 
n- ſute; this was What all Patriots would: exceedingly 
en, much applaud; this was the right way to oppoſe 
ez Sovernment; this was the way to render Great 
3: WM S8ritain flouriſhing, by making it ſubject to, and to 
bend its neck to the yoke of America, and that was 
the only way we were to proſper. This great work 
% woas to be effected by this hand, under the employ⸗ 
Ace. ment of Mr, Silas Dean; and he did not at all doubt 
nay. but that Dr. Franklin was engaged in the ſame good 
y Work. He told him he had taken Canterbury in 
es, his way, and Dover. I am now going to deſcend 
SE | | to 
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he had ordered at another ſhop two more, but he had 44 
not time to ſtay for them, ſo he left them behind Ml 


him; that when he came tœportſmouth, he tobk a 
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to ſome particulars I ſhall have occafion to repeat 
byr and bye, in order to ſhew you it is impoſſible, 
{and I will not change the word) it is impoſſible but 
that Bald win's account muſt be vertainly true : He 
told him that ax Canterbury (for he had landed, at 
his return to England, at Dover, and came through XZ 
Canterbury) he had engaged a man to make 
a tin machine, ( which you will fee bye and bye) 
ſomewhat reſembling a tea canniſter, the purpoſe of 


Which was to act the part (if I may ſay) of a dark 
Janthorn; that is, that a candle might be incloſed in 


it, and yet the candle be perfectly hid, ſo that no eye 
might ſee the light; that he had ſent to a man, 


or gone to a man; to employ him to make this tin 5 


canniſter for him at Canterbury; that the man was 
an awkward fellow, and ſet about it in a way that 
convinced him he was dull, and did not comprehend _Þ 
his meaning; but that his ſervant, a young man, a 
ad, had a much better genius than his maſter; he 
very well underſtood him; he ſet about the work, 
and he made a cannifter for him. He told him, char 


him ; but this canniſter he took with him. He told 


lodging: at 4 Mrs. Buxall's.. He told: him hèe Had 
got made for him u wοden box; the afe- of the can- 
niſter ( L5told you juſt now) was to contain a can 
dle, hiding it; the ofe of the box was to conte in 
combuſtiblesʒ te be ſer a- light by the maten, to ſet the 


candle on fire, and tre combuſtibles and ingredients 4 | 


of which you will have an account of bye and bye! 


He told nim he had a; lodging ar PoRſor6uthy af 4 


Mrs; Boxall's, where heæhad made ſeme preparations 
for to work in ſetting the phace on fire! I Thovld 
have told! you: with regard te Oanterbafy, he told 
him likewiſe of a quarrel he had had with df 


— * 
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goon there, which had lead him to a ſight of this 
canniſter, under the flap of his coat. 5 $3 . 01-7 
At Mrs. Boxall's, his new lodgings, he had made 
a preparation in order to fet the ſtorehoaſe on fire, 
and he told him then the manner of his making thoſe 


* 
. 


: compoſitions; he ſaid it was by grinding charcoat 


very fine between two ſtones, ſuch as painters 
uſe in grinding their paint, upon a colouf ſtone 
the painters uſe, not with a peſtle and mortar, 
"FX but by grinding charcoal upon a- colour - ſtone 
. 2 f s ; ; . 140 „ ES x FR bY Js 

| with water, ſo as to make it an exceeding 
fine powder; that it was then to be mixed with gun- 
powder; then he mentioned how it was tobe diluted 


1 with water, and what preparations with charcoal, 
mand ſo forth; he told him, that in the'afternoon, the 
day before the fire, that is, upon the 6th, for the fire 
vas upon the 7th ; upon the afterndon of the th, be- 
ing then in the Rope-houſe, he got à parcel of hemp, 
3X and ſtrewed the hemp about whrre he intended the 
match to be put; that he laid a bottle of turpeſitine 
fo pon its fide with Hemp placed in the neck of the 

bottle inſtead of a cork; that he laid the match upon 
Fa parcel of paper in which was fome gunphwder, and 


over the gunpowder ſome hemp ftrewed very light; 
and he faid as ſoon as the match reached the powder, 
it would fire the hemp; then he mentions alſo throw 
ing à quert of turpentine about the hemp; alk thefe 


F particulats he told this man, and the manner of et- 


i ting it on fire; and then he mentioned to him is 


lodging at Mrs Boxall's; that the wonian was imper- 


him the circumftance of his being ſhut int 


WFtinene, and turned him out of his lodgi 5 : He told 
od the Rope - 


IT houſe; that he was fo long about this work; the 
time of ſhutting it up having arrived, when he at- 
tempted to get out of the door through which he got 
in; he could not; upon this he expreſſed his apprehen- 
ſions, that he was very uneaſy, and afraid of being hut 
W 9 4 7 6 18? +297: © e 
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' which he had got made—You will be pleaſed to ob- 
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next day, he having made this preparation, he went 


"T1. 


up ; that after n walked up and 1 Lg ak- 4 
ing off his ſhoes to avoid being heard, and engea- # 
vohring to get out quietly, he. knocked, and cried | 
out halloo; upon that a perſon came to the der., ap 
and aſked who is there? The perſon directed him to 
go ſtraight forwards, and very, poſſibly he would find bi 
a door open; if not, he did not know what to do for i 
him; however, he did get out, He mentioned a per- 
ſon calling out to him under an apprehenſion of his I 
being ſhut in. Sentlemen, he likewiſe told his ac- 
quaintance, Mr. Baldwin, that he had been before in 
the Hemp-houſe ;—it was the Rope-houle he ſet on 
fire — but that he had been in the Hemp- houſe the 
ſame day; that there he had laid a tin canniſter 
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ſerve he had not effected the fire of the Hz n 5 
by the tin canniſter, but he had laid a tin can- 
niſter there that was not ſet on fire; by the I 
Providence of God, the fire did not happen to take 
there; the matches, went out very luckily, as 50 4 
will ſee bye and bye. In the Hemp-houſe he laid the 1 
tin canniſter that had been made for him at Canter- 2 
bury— That there he had likewiſe laid a ſquare. ons i 4 
in which there was room to put a candle, and that 
be had put one into it, and there wWas turpentine, 
hemp, and other combuſtibles— The doing all this, 
and placing this preparation in the Hemp - houſe, had 
taken up a great deal of time; that he was ſo much | 
heated with this work, though i in the month of De- 2 
cember, that he had pulled off his eoat, which he oF 
could not find for ſome time; when he found his coat, 1 
there was a good deal of hemp ſticking about it, and 
he rubbed and picked it off as well as he could; the 
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into the Rope-houſe i in order to ſet that on fire. He: 1 
mentioned another circumſtance like wi ifs that he 
bought ſome matches of a woman at ortſmouth, 

| Whien 3 


tak - Y | I 23 J 
1dea- | 


cried which he . as he could nar make 


wan bi ** catch fite, in order to light the candle; ſo you 
m to ſee, gentlemen, the ſaving the Hemp: houſe from — 
find Iſtruction that day, was becauſe the matches were 


> for Mot. well made; if they were well made, thou 


per- A were ſo ſhortly made that they were not dry 
# his | nn they would: not catch fire, ſo as to light 
5 a- be candle- If the, candle; had been light, the 
re in Hlemp-houſe muſt have infallibly been burnt. Then 


:t on Pe ſays, not having been able to ſet-that on fire, he re- 
. the 4 rned to the Rope-houſe, having got - ſome matches 
iſter 1 f a better ſort, and there he placed himſelf in ſuch 
ob- way, no body could ſee the light; when he ſtruck a 
ouſe 5 aht, he lighted the match 3 and every thing having 
can- 2 een prepared, he went away, leaving that to be 

the Purnt, very much vexed that he was not able to ſet 
take he Hemp- bouſe on fire; ſo leaving the matches 
vou 3 light in the rope-bouſe, he went away; and that he 


1 the © A WW: out as faſt as he could from Portſmouth, and juſt 
er- 5 ier his leaving the town, he was overtaken by a 
bon, woman in a cart, or overtook her ; that he got the 
that Pom an to give him leave to get into her cart for he 


tine, * ake of expediting his journey, ; that he gave her. ſix= 
his, | 7 ence to make haſte with him, and went a conple of; 


had Wiles with her; then he went to London, and made, 
uch wuch haſte as he could there. — Another circums, 
De- 3 ance is, he had taken two Jodgings— beſides this 
h he | b at he had at Mrs, Boxall's, he took, agother 
oa, Noon Portſmouth Common, one beſides- Mrs. 


5 * oxall's, —— The pious man mentions, ſomething, 
s to be done for . theſe lodgings, The poor: 
roman of whom he had taken theſe lodgings., had, 
n eſcape too, for he meant to ſet thoſe two lodgings, 
n fire, in-order to bring the water engines there, 
hat they might not be in the way when the Dock- 
Ward was on we; 3 e by 91 luck it did not take 
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effect. As for burning a houſe; he thought that was © 
nothing atiall—He told him likewiſe a circumſtance Þ 
of his tiving at the other Jodgings, not Mrs. Boxall's, b 
and there had left his bundle; and be faid he had 
come away from Portſmouth in fo great a hurry, that 
he had not time to go there for his bundle, ſor that 4 
was left at this woman's upon Porfmouth«Common, Þ 
and that bundle contained three Books, and he men- I 
tioned the names of the Books; an Engliſh tranſtatioa 
of: Juſtin, another:of Ovid's Metamorphoſes, ano- I 
ther a Treatife of the Art of War and making Fire * 
Works; among other things he mentioned a pair of q 5 
Breeches, and two or three other particulars, and a 
pair of buckles, and a French paſſport; all' thoſe A 
things were in his bundle he ſaid, . which he had 1 
left with that woman, at his lodging upon Portſ- 
mouth- common; all which particulars he told to SE 2 
Baldwin.—As [ mentioned to you juſt now, it will 4 
come out in the courſe of this cauſe, that it was im- 3 
Poflible for Bald win to have invented this ſtory; but 
that it muſt be true that the priſoner had told Bald- 'Y 
win. Mr. Baldwin having made theſe diſcoveries 
in the courſe of theſe : converſations to the effect 1 4 
have mentioned, then it was enquiry was made Xx 1 
into theſe particulars, for that led into all the diſco- 1 
vertes which we ſhall now have an account of. wo 
be proved to you in evidence. —Having told the 4 
of what had paſſed at Canterbury and other 7 
„ were ſent to all thoſe ſeveral _ 
to find out the ſeveral perſons referred to, and to ſee 
thoſe accounts were true or not: and it came out 
hat they were, for they found out the perſons that | 3 
made theſe tin canniſters; — not only the be 
that had made the two tin canniſters by his directi- Y 
ons, which he bad left upon their hands, not having 
time to ftay for them, — but we have found out the 


very periba who made the tin canniſter that was 
Wm 


[-15 Þ 


| $ | i e 3% „ 2 
BIG left in the Hem - houſe, in order to. ſet it on fire, 


I here js the yery boy who made them ;, be confirms, 
W's, the exact account as related by Mr. Baldwin ;— That 
had bis mafter having been fu ſt employed 0. 40 his work, 
Ie could not rightly underſtand the inſtructions he 
ad received, and referred him to the boy, and the 
oeeftgel him, ind ch4de theim,crand, thar the: 
n- oh vill ſwear to the very'canniſter pow io de pro- 
tion luce 585 -tye "dar, for that 1s, the very, canniller hs, 
3h Yr the priſonet, and the very canniſter that was 


ade 
ond in the hemp-houle. | The ſtory of his quarrel- 
ng with a dragoon at Canterbury, from that dragoon 
ho quarrelled with bim. The ſcene upon that, 
e oatrel ; the firipping off, or taking up the lappet of 
s coat, and ſeeing the canniſter under it at that, 
me. We ſhall prove the making the wooden box, 
d to d the identity of the perſon by whoſe order it was. 
ade. Mee. Boxall will be produced to you; ſhe 
ell you, that this very priſoner at the bar came 
her houſe to take a lodging the day before the. 
Bald. WF neee that The oblerysd. a flrong ams lers 
oherous ſmell in the Jodging—went out to look, 
& 1 eic got find it an the gutſide.of the, houſe, and 
uld not tell from wpence it came; the next morne, 
Ws there was the like ſmell. Then they traced it to 
odgings, to the very room, and they found him at 
rk, preparing combuſtibles, and there was a ſtench 
eber, and fulphur, and whatever it war. I 
odoned to you, juſt now, how he had prepared. 
paper, 10 05 hall. produce you the perſon, upon 
oi colour-ftone the priſoner at the bar, ground: the, 
charcoal; and we will produce to you the: man; 
et ſaw the priſoner at the bar. grinding of charcoal. 
on the colour- ſtone. I. don't mean they will ſwear: 

aving "© Lery charcoal; you; gannot- ſuppoſe I de.— 
at the r ane L will mention uo you angiber circum, 
Noce, The door of the rope-boute being ſlut, and 
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he mut in, we will! prove, rpm, e recollection of | 
the people in the rope-yard, that there,, was a man 
e&x3&1y A the'ci reumſtance e del cribed him ſelf to. 
Baldwin, meet a noiſe, and trying. to. get out ; o 
and a man giving him the, belt directions he could, it 
being g after th hour. of call for e coming away, a and his 3 
ſpeaking to tlie watehman, 'who. faid, if he as locked 
uſt ſtay all night, for that, is the. rule; of the, 
yard, nd'it enger be opened now But he perlen E 
Nen bers bis being there, i in the way he himſelf 4 
deſcribed to Baldwin, We will likewiſe produce, | 3 
and it is marvellous that we are able, and owing to 2 
the great vigilance and care of a noble perſon, at the 
head of this enquiry, and who has ſpared no pains in | 
order to inveſtigate the affair as far as poſſibſe; we 
will produce to you the very woman of whom. de | 3 
bought the matches ; that woman ſaw him ſo 1810 3 . 
as yeſterday in the priſon, and ſhe will tell you it was 3M 
the marr at the bar; that ſhe noticed him; ſhe thought 15 
he was not of ſuch appearance as perfons who e. y 
rally came to buy a halfpenny-worth of matches ; 
that he came to her ſhop to buy a bundle of mat- 
ches, a halfpennyworth of matches, and aſked. her if 
it would light quick; that he rejected one bundle, and 
changed it for another. Thas he took out a. hand- 4 
ful of filver, having but one Halfpengny with it; and 
ſhe ſeeing a perſon | ſo dreſſed, it called for a particulail 
obfervation.=-Here is one more circumſtance that pe 
it beyond a poſſibility of ſuſpicion. ; for neither be 
nor the bundle that T'told you of could be found ; 10 
this Mrs. Boxall, where he had aQually lodged, not 
any body there, could heat of any, other 1 Todging bi hell 1 
120 taken. She remembered'a bundle he had with 
him the firſt day, but what was become of the bun 3 
dle, where he had leſt it, or whether he had taken it 1 
with him, God Almighty knows, nobody can give a 
account. bon laft, after 7 Steat ſearch and enge 
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the bundle was ſound in the poſſeſſion of another wo- 


an man, of whom he had a lodging; ſhe did not know 
= where he was, and had taken care of his bundle, ex- 
t; pecting the return of her lodger every day; upon open- 


ing the bundle the things he had defcribed, an Eng- 
lich Juſtin, an Ovid's Metamorphoſes, a Treatiſe of 
te Art of War and Fire-works ; and there was this 
XZ paſſport from the French Govetnment; all theſe things 
were found juſt as he had deſeribed them to Mr. 
Baldwin. And you will have likewiſe an account, 


ce, tmat in that bundle there are a pair of buckles be- 

; 10 IF longing to the priſoner at the bar, when a witneſs - 
the vill be produced to you-to prove knowing the pair 
1 of buckles; as far as he can remember a pair 
We of buckles, they were in the ſhoes of the priſoner... 


be "IF There is one more circumſtance ; we will have the 
tely XZ woman who took him up in her cart and carried him 
two miles; ſhe, will ſwear to the very man, and to the 
place were they were juſt upon the breakipg out of 
the blaze of the fire at the Rope-houſe. Nowygentle- 
men, when you've all theſe circumſtances proved to 
3 you in evidence, I'm well warranted in Taying it 


er i was impoſſible for Mr. Baldwin to bave invented - 
and this ſtory, —for theſe diſcoveries came in confequence 
and. of Mr. Bald win's relation; not that Mr. Baldwin's 
and relation was after the diſcovery, for. it was from 
l the relation of Baldwin, which he had from + 
pute za the mouth of the priſoner, that led to a diſcove= 
be ry, of all thoſe diſcoveries, of all thoſe particulars - 
e that 1 have, mentioned to you.—A itenth part of 
no thoſe circumftances which I have opened, would 
Þ il ſerve, I would think, to decide the fate of any man 


cſtanding in the ſtate of the priſoner's ſituation. But: 
ic is the wiſhof the public—it is the wiſh of govern- 
ment, that all the world ſhould know the infamy of 
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the en and that they ſhould know to whom 
we are indebted for the ſorrows we have felt, and 
how much we owe to the providence of God, that 
America has not been able to deſtroy this country, 
and to make it bow its neck not only to the yoke of 
America, but to the moſt petty ſovereign in Europe; 
for let the Engliſh navy be deſtroyed, (here was 


the haad ready to effect it) and there is an end 1 


of all that is dear and valuable to us. The im- 
portance of the ſubject, and the magnitude and extra- 
ordinary guilt, calls for a more particular inveſtiga- 
tion than any other ſubject, of what kind ſoever, could 
demand; and therefore I hope I need make no apo- 
logy for having gone ſo particularly into all thoſe 
minute, if any one of them can be called minute 
particulars of this ſtory, Gentlemen, we ſhall prove 
all thoſe circumſtances very fully, and then, ſurely, 
there can be no doubt what ſhould be done with 
that man. I ſhall be glad to hear what he has to ſay 
for himſelf; I ſhould be glad, moreover, ifhe is able, 
zbat he would de willing to lay this guilt at any bo- 
dy's elſe door, I wiſh Mr. Silas Dean was here for 
him to be called for upon this account. The time 
may come when he and Dr. F. lle may both give 
an account, 

1 The honeſteſt man in the world. 

ames Ruſſel ſworn, examined by Mr. Mansfield. 
You, are employed ſome how or other i in Portſ- 
| mouth Dock-yard ?—4. Yes, Sir. : 
What is your buſineſs there 24. 1 am a clerk. 
to the clerk of the Rope- yard. 

2. Do you remember the day when the rope- 
houſe was ſet on fire ?—A,. Upon the 7th of De- 
cember, Sir, at half an hour after four in the after- 
noon of a Saturday. 

That was the time the fire was firſt per- 
ceived ?-—&4 That was the time I firſt perceived it, 
Q Was 


f 7 


1 2. Was the rope-houſe conſa ned by that fir "BS 
A. entirely, Sir. | | 
WM. „What was in the rops-houfe that was 8 
2 there . There were ſome hemp toppings. which 
was in the middle loft of the rope-houſe. 
2X ©, Was there any thing elſe---any. cordage or 
1 ron . There was ſome cordage upon the 
L round- floor. 
6 Is it a place where the cordage and ropes are 
cal kept ?—4.. Ves. 
+8 There was ſome there at that time e There 
Vas tome there at that time. 
2 Ayd, that which was there was of courſe 
burn? A. It was burnt, Sir, Pf 
2. Now did you at any dire, any body in your 
1 preſence, find any thing in particular in the hemp- 
houſe at Portſmouth ?—4, I did, Sir, | 
2. Upon What day was that —4. Upon the 1 5th 
aay of January... 
1 S. What, was it TY 5 3 a tin caſe. 
Pròduce it. 

LA. tin caſe was then produced, which was 
hollow, and about ten or eleven inches 
long, with a wooden box incloſed, that 

contained the combuſtibles, and a, hole 

5 in the wooden box to hold a candle 
Aauantity-of matches, hemp, tar, and oil 
= of turpentine in it. | 
I 2. . you marked it Pd There is 2 mark 
FX within ſide by which I. thjgk 1 ſhould Aae I more. 
"IF certainly, Sir. 
= The witneſs, upon inſpeftion, laid. 
That appears to be the tin caſe I. took up in the 
bemp- houſe. _ 
3 What is there Suni "fide ?—4, There is 4 
piece of Wood which ſeems to be hollowed out, and 
a thin bit of wood nailed upon the top; and there are 
matches, I e 18 4 tar, and oil, or ſomething 
2 of 


. 20 1 


of that nature—T don't know the compoſition—1 | ; 

'apprehend they are now there in the caſe—they were 

there yeſterday. Y 

The witneſs looked at the caſe when the things. were | 
taken out, and ſaid, 


I have no doubt this is the tin oniftce 1 took up # 
in the hemp-houſe ; there was this box in it, and 


9D. There were matches there and oil, as appears - 
to you, and other combuſtibles ?— 4. Yes, Sir. © 
2. Were they ſeparated when you found them '— 7 
A. They were ſeparate, Sir. "* 


there were matches in it, and oil, as it appeared t to .Y 


What did you find elſe when vou found the = 


two caſes ?—4. A bottle which had ſpirits of tur- 
pentine by the ſmell of it, or ſomething of that kind. 8 
2. What elſe ?—2. ſome matches, ſuch matches 
as were generally ſold at a chandler's ſhop, or fir 
matches. | x 
The counſel ſhewed the witneſs ſame als; „ 

; Such matches 28 theſe 4. Yes, common "i 
houſe matches. W 


; Thoſe you found lying in the hemp-bouſe ?— I 
A. Lying in the hemp-houſe, juſt by this tin caſe al 


and that wooden part of it. i 
©, Whereabout in the hemp-houſe M4. In the 
center of a mow of hemp. br 


9. Covered with hemp ?—F. There were ſome 
bundles of hemp, refuſed hemp. — certain. quan- 9 
tities of refuſed hemp packed up to be delivered to 0 
the merchant ; this was put up behind thoſe bundles 
of hemp in the very center of. the mow==th ey. Gere bo 


behind ſeveral bundles. 


— Io ary eafy 26 diſcover, or were-they cc con- 


8 4. 8 had, « 2 hg "II : conceal men „ Y 
U. 8 | | 
. 


DQ. Now could they be diſcovered without remove 
ing the bundles of hemp behind whieh they were 
put? —A. Not convenient] „Sir; there was a paf- | 
fange that went up behind theſe bundles of refuſed 
bemp that a perſon probably- micht have diſco- 
vered, had he had any apprehenſions of ſuch A 
IX thiog, behind which a man might certainly haye 
A} gone. 1469-14 ee þ - ig ns: 3 
2. Was there any looſe hemp near it ?=4. Ves, 
what we call dunnage—the matches were found 
I among that dunnage. bo 1  Þ 
= O. What is that dunnage ?—M.- An inferiof ſort 
of hemp which generally lies at the bottom of the 
hemp to preferve-it from any moiſture that may ariſe 
from the foundation. „ 
. - 2. Was ſomeof that dunnage over thoſe things, 
or laid upon it? — A. Not laid upon it there was 
me brown paper—it appeared as if it had been 
burnt; they found when all thoſe parts were put ton 
ZEE&pether, it had the appearance of Xlanthorn, as we ap- 
prehended—a dark lanthorw as we ſuppoſe; 15 
2. What made the appearance of a dark lan- 
thorn ?—4. Theſe here things, and ſome appearance 
of brown paper, and it had appearance of 'tar-=We.put 
[theſe things when they were all united dpan the paper, 
and that tar upon the paper ſeemed as if it had been 
put round this tin eaſe, and as it were throumover 
che bundles, fo that by ſtriking againſf the mo of 
hemp, the parts ſeem to have been ſeparated, 
„ N This eu found on the 15th of January? 
A. Tes. | „ 
2. I ſuppoſe ſoon after it was found, it was made 
public, and communicated to ſome of ' the.officers, of 
che Dock! — 4% Fes, it Ws. 
| 2, Were thefe things found in a place where, if 
the. fire hat ariſen in conſequence of them, the. 
W-<np-houſe, and the hemp in the houfe, muſt 
F 


- 


. 
K 
2 N * 5 r 


a e RM 5 "id; i 
. * 7 - Hg ad Las 5 * 
2 W 1 5 : —j 5 3 3 8 ne WER. > hes oo EY 
. 4 AY D . . £20 AK 2 EE RT 4 F N 7 N * N ren Rad RS 6 =! wes, 2 ; -: * - , 
1 > 3 C ⁵˙ OE rnicntes; „ O08 2" ud Ia 38 bs L BER ett e 
0 8 N „ er D R k * EPS: Ys, "EP & 9. 
SS f . Wen hy def — 7 22 . 8 2 . 


Dn 
wa 
& 


- , 


1 * 
| WEE „ 


* 


1 3 


1. 4 \ 


probably have been conſumed 4. Undoubtedly, | 
. 

1 1 hat Hemp- houſo has its name from being 
the place where the hemp belonging to the Dock is 
kept ?—4. Ves. The ground floor in which this 
tin caſe. was found, Sir, was then full of hemp, and 
this was in the center of the henip; it could not be 
throwa into any window, becauſe it was in tlie center 
of the building. | 1 7,50 
2. Youjudge it was thrown.overs — of hemp ? 
A. Ves. The beſt conſtructions I could. put upon 
it when I ſaw the parts united, I thought it might 
be thrown over the bundles they were ſo high when 
piled up, ( thoſe bundles were as high as my head) it 


was probable it might be thrown over the, Menges, 2 


and had then ſeparated. |: £44 


Court. Priſoner, after every. inn is called; you 3 
know your own defence beſt, and therefore you are 
at liberty to aſk any witneſs any queſtion you think 
fit after their examination is Sone through. by: ve | q 


crown. 
Mr. Mansfield.” You. may aſk Mr. . Nagel oy. 
queſtion you pleaſ. 
Priſoner, I haye none to aſk. 
© William Tench ſworn, examined by Mer: Mansfield, 
| 22S William Tench, did you ever fee the Wege 
Fes, Sir. 
Where ?—4, At my maſter's houſe, 3 


— 


Where i is that 2A. Juſt. without Weltgat 9 


Canterbury. e 


2: Did you make any tia thing for him — 4. 1 | 


f Yes, I did, Sir. 


Will you look at that—(ſhewing him the tin 
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box that was found in the hemp-houſe)---tell 6 
| whether i is that the thing that you made for bus 2— 1 | 


A. Yes, this is the machine. 


2: That is' the machine you made for him —4 $S | 


Yes, it is. 


9. When 


- 271 


2. When was it you made it for Tor 3 A 
month or fix weeks before Chriſtmas, + 

Y Now, when was it that you firſt heard any en- 
uiry made to you about making this canniſter? 
4 J. The Monday before laſt, c-; 13 
2A Ar. Serjeant Davy to the priſoner. Will you aſk 
Pim any queſtion ? 
& Priſoner, Q. to the witneſs - You ſay that you 


ter 

„ Made this canniſter one month or ſix weeks ago? 

p * 4% V. Tench. A month or ſix weeks before Chriſtmas, 
pon 8 Priſoner. Pray how do you know the canniſter * 
ght V. Tench. I know the ſeam, the ſolder of the 
nen eam. 

).it Priſoner. I ſaw one canniſter ſimilar to that: a few 
Jes, - Ways ago, with a ſeam the ſame as that, How can 


ou know one ſeam from another? 


you . Tench, It was very bad folder. . 
are WF Priſoner. Speak out, I don't hear that anſwer . 
ink . Tench. This is bad ſolder. 1 

he Priſener. Can you ſwear to the ſolder F. 


. Tench., Ves. 

4 3 How do you know ne. —by my Face, « or 
Ireſs, or what? 
| IF. Tench, I know you are the very t man that came 


he: o me about it. 
r! P. iſeuer. How do you know it? 3 
55 I. Tench. I know you by your perſon, Sir, by 
| Four hair, and your clothes that you have on now. 
we, | |, Priſoner, What clothes ; 3 pray what particular 
| zarment ? 
- A, I. Tench. The ſame coat on that you. Have got 
? 4 how. 
tin Priſoner. What this coat ? (taking hold of his 
us urtout coat) | - 
— I. Tench. No, not the great ct. 
"8 Prifoner, What this ? (taking hold of his under 
44 4 hy 
} I. Tenth, 


(24.0 
V. Tench. Ves, or nigh the colour upon it. 
Mx. Serjeant Davy. Will you alk any. more. del . 
tions 2. 7 
1 f No.—I have now one other oy \ . 


9 


it was. | | 3 
"Priſoner. we it 18 much as fix weeks beſore} 4 
Chriſtmas? © 4 
V. Tench. It is as nigh as Ti can tell about 10 | 
weeks before Chriſtmas. A 
_ Priſoner, Was it more or leſs do you think? 
FF. Tench, I really cannot tell. | 
Priſaner. I think, gentlemen, he ought to del J 
chef? whether it is more or leſs chan ſix weeks before, 3 
Chriſtmas ? ; 1 
. Tench. 1 really cannot tell. : 
Court. He did not ſpeak poſitively of it before be 
ſaid a month or ſix weeks before Chriſtmas, 
Priſoner. I have no other queſtions. . 
4 lizabeth Boxall fworn, examined by Mr. Met ng. x 
. Have you ever ſeen the priſoner at the ba 
TE ?—4, That is the man that lived in my, 
| houſe, 1 
2, Did you ſee him before, Mrs. Boxall —4. | 
ans 2 
When did you ſee him —4. 1 ſaw him il 
97 eter the Yard was on fire. ax 
Where did.) you fee bim A. At my bouſe. 3 
. Where is your houſe, Mrs. Boxall —4. W de b ; 
"houſe is at No. 10, Berwick-ſtteet. E. 
Where is that Lo—_4, At Portſmouth. a a 
What did he come to yout houſe for, Mr. 7 
Boxall ?—4. For lodging. .. Y 
2, Maid he lodge at aut houſe IS, One 0 - 


29. What | 


[25] 


H. What Naighb was that? — A, The night be- 


fore the fire happened. 
1 | 


9, Did you obſerve any thing vhrieetas relating 


Mo him in the room he lodged in ?—A, A very og 


mell ; a very ſulphurous ſmell on the Friday as well 


1 hs the: Saturday, 


In the evening as well as morning 1—A. In 


ne. morning of the Frida: 


Q. When he firſt came to your houſe ?—A. Ves. 
Q. And on the morning of the Saturday too? — A. 


r the morning of the Saturday the houſe was in 


great ſmell and ſmoke, 5 
Q. Did you examine what it was 2A. I went up 


AMD airs ; and when I went” op ſtairs! I puſhed open 


$ the door ; ; I could Carney hend before me for 


he ſulphury ſmoke. | 

Court. Did you ſay you bud W open the bor: ? 
A. I puſhed open the door. | 

| Council, Did you take notice of any thing particu- 

ar in the room, beſides: the ſmoke ?- -A. I aſked 


im what he was about, whether he was going to 


11 4 Et my houſe on fire; I was very much frightened. 

4 . Did h ? 

e bar id he make any anſwer to that? — A. He 

_ ſled me 'what-I was afraid of. I told him I was 
= raid he was going to ſet my houſe on fire. I told. 


im fire was a'thing I'very much dfeaded ; He aſked 


e if Lever ſufferek much by fire; I ſaid, God for- 
$5 | ever ſhould ; I was ver) much afraid "of fire, 

3 Q. Did you obletve wha occaſioned the ſmoke in 
ee room ?—A, AsT was making my bed, I turned 


yſelf round, and found he had. been burning ſome- 


Ming on the hob, and upon the hearth like wiſe. 


Q What is te hob ?—A, Upon the ſide of the- | 


1.88 ; 
[45 
. -* 
1 | 
. 


2 Did you obſerve any thing elſe in the room ? 
A. I took a candle from the chair; he — 
padle yup he EA on Saturday morning, 2 

C little 


„ 
* 


top of it.) 


12 


little bit of candle which he ended up ſtairs with 
bim; but the candle I took from him was not the 
. candle he carried up ſtairs with. him it was 
about half an eight candle, 


Q. Did you obſerve any thing elſe beſides abe en- 1 


dles ?—A. He was doing ſomething in the chair 
with little papers, the. breadth of my hand, and 
was doing ſomething in the chair, I cannot tell what. 

Q. Did you go into the room at any other time? 


' —A, I carried down a candle, and went up ſtairs as 
faſt as poſſible for me to.go—l had opened the win- 
dow before, but he came and ſhut it, and I told him 


he ſhould not ſhut my window, I would not have my 
window ſhut by him nor nv a ; if I choſe to 


have it open, it ſhould be open, 
Q. Did you obſerve any other things at other 
times in your room ?—A, Yes, upon the Friday, i in 


his bundle which I obſerved when he come out of . 8 


the room. When went up, I went to look at bis 
bundle, thinking there was ſomething to de waſhed 
to carry to my neighbour; I ſaw nothing ; left for 
waſhing, but there was a ſhirt and a part of an old 
tin eaſee. 

Cgurt. Repeat chat to me. A. I looked into his 
bundle, my Lord, 

Q. What did you find there 1 IT faw 2 tin 
caſey part of an old ſhirt, and a pair of leather 
breeches upon the of of N. , } 5 | 

Q. Upon the eaſe ?--A. Jpen the caſe, my Lord: } 

Council. Q. Did you take notice of the caſe, Mrs. 
Boxail ?f—A, L viewed i It ret of an hour, 10 be 


fure. 


Q. Be kind enough to view 1 tin caſe ? (ſhew- 
ing her the tin caſc that was found).--- A. ] viewed 
it from this part (looking at the tin caſe that was 


| before produced as found in the Hemp - houſe at the 


Qt 


| [ 27 ] 
. 1s that the ſame canniſter do you apprehend ?—A. 
Ws; as much like, as one can be like another; I feally 
iere ir to bs 88 
. You had ſome diſpute with him about his ſmoking 
room, or filling the room with ſmoke ; did you tell 
nne ſhould go away from your houſe ?—A. I did. I 
Nered him out of the houſe ; he ſaid it was very hard he 
Huld not be permitted to put his things up, and defied I 


 _=— went down ſtairs. ü = * 
| BD. This was upon the Saturday morning ?—A, This 


ock; then he left my houſe. 


= £ouſe. 
A Cre Examination. 
eurt. Did you never ſee him agai 
oundle in bis left hand, and I ſaw him into High- ſtreet; 
eched him into the middle of the road. 

cCanaot ſay it was, for on Friday 1 ſaw the cauniſter, 
ot on the Saturday, . „ 
. Would you aſk her any queſtion, priſoner ? 
ner. Not at preſent; I will afterwards. 5 
ort. Do you mean to call her in your defence? becauſe 
u do not, this is the proper time to aſk her any quei- 


r keep filent at preſent. 4 

. Serjeant Day. She ſhall ſtay for you. 

"i 7 — Gambier ſworn, examined by Mr. Buller. 
Have you got the bundle ſpoken of by the witneſs? 

Here is the bundle. rr | | ; 
From whom did you 

Has it been in your poſſeſſion ever ſince ?—A. It 


receive It IA. F rom my firſt 


. S:rjeant Davy Q. to Mrs, Boxall. Is this the ſame 
erntet you ſaw with the prifoner i—A, It is ery 
lei ; it is the ſame ſort of handkeichief. =] 
7% Jeffreys ſauorx, examined by Mr. Buller. 5 
seu know that bundle? (ſhewing him the bun- 
4 That 1 believe is the handkerchief, I hive no 


Of it. | . 
_C2 Q. Who 


2 uld go down; he ſaid the candle I carried down was 
; [| told him, if it was, he might go and take it, that 1 
ald not zo down after it; I toid him, he might take it 


upon the Saturday morning between nine and ten 


And he never returned ?—A. He never returned to 
n !—A, He carrici 


Was the canniſter in the bundle when he took it ?— 


ner. 1 have no queſtion to aſk her at preſent; I had 


en in my poſleſion ever fince, exactiy in the ſame 


2 
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Q. Who "FP you receive it from ?—A. Upor. the even- 
wg of T huriday the 20th cf: February I had Commiſhoner a 
Gumnbier's orders to mike ſearch in North Street, or cauſe. 
to be made in North Street, or in the neighbourhood, for -=F 
10 ch a kundle. 1 

Q. When ?—A. Upon the evening of C hurſday the 
20th of February. ._ 

Q. Where did you- go to make, that ſearch ?—A, I or- "8 
deted a junior Clerk and the meſſenger of the office to 
make that ſearch in North-ſtreet, and 11s neighbourhood ; 
he came back in about an hour's time, and. told me, 
that he had fearched that ſtreet, except a few houſes, 1 in 
one of which a particular perſon was not at home. . = 
Q& Did he go and ſearch that houſe !—A. Not that 
night, ws 
Q. When did he ſearch it? did you 8⁰0 to the. houſe and 
find that bundle ?—A, I went the next morning and Jound 2 
the bundle, 3 

Q. Where ?—A, At Mrs. Cole's in North: ſtreet. 8 

Q. There you found that bundle ?—A. There I found 
thai dundle; I can tell the contents parily of it. —_ 

Prifoner. Mrs. Boxall may go away. 

Mrs. Cote ſcvorn, examined 5 the Projecutor”s Council. 
Fe 8 5 Lock at the man behind you, do yuu know him !-— 

Q. Did you ever ſee the priſonc, NA. Ves. 

Q; Wherc did you fee him -A. At my houſe, 

RW here is your houſe f—A, Ia Nor th-ſtieet, Portſ⸗ 
meu 

Q. What was the eccaſion of his coming to 1 heule ? 
A. To take a lodging. | 

Q. Did he take one ?—A, Ves. 

Q. Did he leave any. thing when he went away IA, 
He ſetta bundle. 

.Q. look at that bundle ? (Sbewing the bundle before 5 
produced J—A. That is like it, Sir. | 5 

Q. What became of the bundle which he left . 19 
took i it from my bed, where it was. 

Q. Who had it from you? was that gentleman there When. 
the bundle was delivered by you ?—A. Yes. | 

Q. -Was he one of the.perions that received it —A. He 
was, Je; -: 1H 

Q Had you kept the bundle from the time you found "0 
it, till delivered to Mr, Jeffery, and * perſon thr. came 
with kim ?—A. Ves. | = 

2 Did 


_ ©, 3, 
1 
* 
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Q. Did the 3 come to your houſe the morning of 
the fire ?—A, Ves. x 
Q. How long did he ſtay A. About a quarter of an 
hour. . 1 
What time of the day was that — A. In the fore- 
wy between nins and twelve, the hour 1 caanut pretend 
to lay. | | X E 
"He ftaid about a qua: ter of an hour, and then went 
out f—A, Ves. X | 

Q. Did he return again ?—A, No. : 

Did you open that bundie -A. Tt was not tied cloſe, 
and JI :aw 1t a I 'ttle way open, ERS” 

Q What did you ſee in the bundle -A. I faw ſome 
books, Sir. | l 52 
Q. Did you ever open it till this gentleman came to look 
at it ?—A. Never untied it. | no Ee oy | 

Q Yow never took any thing out, or put any thing in? 
A LI never untied it till the gentleman took it. 

Court, Mrs, Cole, you Tay the priſoner came back and 
ſtaid about a quarter of an hour, When did he come 
back ?—A.: He never came back, | | 

Court. | underſtood her to ſay he came back, 

Mr. S. Davy. No, never came back; came there and 
ſtaid a quarter of an hour. FE | 

Mr. Abram ſworn, examined by Mr. Fielding. 

Q. What are you Abram ?—A, A blickſnimh, Sir. 

Q. Where do, you hve ?—A. At Portſmouth, Sir. 

T Look at the priſoner ; did you ever fee that man 
betore ?—A, Yes, Sir; he has lodged in the ſame room 
with me. 1 5 | 
_ Q. At whoſe, houſe — A. At Mrs, Boxall'ss _ 

At Poriſmouth -A. Yes, Sir; in Barrack-ftreet. 

A Had you any converlation with that man ?— 

. Yes. SP "= "198 
Q. Repeat it ?=A, Firſt, he aſked me if there was any 
pretiog, and I told him yes, they prefſ:d very hor, I told 
him the conſtables were to take all up that could not bive 

an account of themſelves. He faid, ſuppole they were to 
take up ſuch a perfon as me, I can give no account but by 
writings I have in my pocket. 3 
Q. Was there any thing about juſtice in your converſa- 
tion. — A. He ſaid if he got in the joſtices hands, was 
there any way vf eſcaping; I told him as, that there were 
walls and-gates all 1 0 ortſmoath, afid that. He. wöuld 
be.ſure to be taken, He aked me if chere Was ho Way of 


ettißg over thoſe walls; I told him no, there were walls 
a . E 3 5 : upon 


x e'nnip ht. 


: : February. 


1 9 Fie ding's. 


L 30 7 


upon all fides,—he ſaid, is there no way of getting out? ] Þ 
faid no, all the people go out at one gate; he ſaid again, 2 * 
Was there no way of going out ? I z 
Was there any thing elſe ſaid by the priſoner ?—4, 
Yes, he ſaid there was one Brocks in Newgate, whom he 
knew right well, and he was certain he would be hanged, 3 3 
Q. What time was it he aſked vou chat queſtion 2—2. 19 
cannot ſay the time. 
Q. Where was it aſked ?=A, At Mrs. Boxall's. 
la what part of the houſe ? — A. In the lower room, 
Q. Look at thaſe buckles ? (Shewing a pair that was A 
taken out of the bundle.) Do you know thoſe buckles ?— A 
A. I cannot ſwear to the buckles ; there are a great many | C7 
: - buckl:s alike, but he had a yellow pair of buc cles in his 3 2 
ſhoes, as I told the gentieman. 1 
Q. Are they the ſame you ſaw ?—A. They are the ame 


| pattern, [ cannot ſay whether they are the lame, there are 1 T1 
o many alike. - 5 A | 
Q. Are they the ſame pattern ?—A. Yee, Sir, 8 
S. Davy. Will you aſk any more queſtions ? "i 


Priſoner No more. 5 
895 Jobn Baldævin . 4 | 
Priſoner. cannot embrace you now as [ did on Monday F 


Connell for ihe- Profecator, 2. to Baldwin, Lok at the 4 

-prifoner ai the bar, when did you firſt ſee him PA, The £ 

7h of February. F 5 
Q. Where did you firſt ſee him ?—A, Upon the 7th 1 


Q. Where did you then ſee him . At Sir John þ X | 


Q. Upon what occaſion 3 Lord Temple ſent his 
ſervant to me upon the 6th of February to inform me L * 
ſhould be fent to by Sir John Fielding, in order to give evi- 
dence againſt a perſon who was looked upon to be à painter, gl 
and had been in America—Knowing that I had been iber us 
likewiſe, he thought that I might know the priſoner, —_ 
Q: I believe you bad been ſent for by the family of Mr, 2 
Grenville to Sir Fielding, under a ſuppoſition. you might Wl 
know the priſoner at the bar, being a painter, and at Ame 
rica ?—A. Yes, Sir. | 4 
..Q. You have been at America ?—A, Ves, Sir. 4 
Vos have been in America ?—A. Yes, Sir, I have 
| been at New York, Philadelphia, and Amboy. _ 1 
Q. You are a a Painter tA, Ves. - @ y 
; ond 


Q. You, ppon the recommendation. of Lord Temple 
went to Sir John Fielding's, and was aſked whether you 
knew him? - A. I did, I told Sir John, I never had known 


2 nim, to che beſt of my recolledion ; I never ſaw him tilt 

0. las bim in the adjourging rom; the priſoner was at 
ag KC the bar: I made oath of it to Sir John, „ iz 
19 's hearing, and that 


This you ſaid in the priſoner a 
you law him in an outer room? — A. The priſoner 
made me a bow at the bar as ſoon as I had given my evi- 
| | dence at the bar——in the other room I ſaw him atter- 
wards, | | 725 | | 
7 Q. What paſſed in the other room ?—A. In the other 
room I went to ſign my name io a depoſition, and in going 
away the priſoner beekoned to me with his head, I wear 

and (at down by him; he aſked me what part of. America 
ne e | had been in, and who I knew there. mentioned the 

= createſt men in Philadelphia, He aſked me if [ knew any + 
planters in Philadelphia, [told him many. Who do you * 
know there ? I mentioned David Hall. 

Q. You mentioned who you kaew there ?—A, Yes, 
— = aid, I fee, ſays he, you know the place very well, 
jou are aot like evidences brought againſt m. Tanere was 
one perſon faw me, but ſaid I had cnanged the colour of 
my hair; did they thiak I was a camelion ? Another per- 
; ſon ſaid | was tranſported from Gloceſter Goal, and he 
| ſaid you are a gentleman, and wiſhed be could make me 
= fatisfation. He told me he ſhould be very glad to ſee 
me at a place called New Priſon, I told him I would come 
© whenever he pleaſed, I could get admiſſion I told him, I 
did not know what time I ſhoùld be diſcharged from ——, | 
if I can come I will come; it was near four before I got 
WE tire to ſee the priſoner, he was between two gates, he and 

l walked together. We adjourned to a corner by ourſelve-; 

he mentioned a great deal about America, mentioning the 

TS: ecoclemen's. names. 
ce . This was in New Priſen?— A. This was in New 
WE Prion ; and the-ſame afternoon he begged I would call 


Mr, upon him the next day. I went and acquainted Lord 
gt . Temple what in ſormation I had; and Lord Temple ſaid 
me- be thought it was very material, and thought Lord 
| George ſhould be acquainted with it. : 
Ns Nv: That is Lord George/Germain ?—4. Lord Georg: 


(fr main ; he corroborated." with it. carried a letter 
there, and was introduced to Lord George Germain, ches 


* 
; * 
* 


— | | C4 
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faid he was of the ſame opinion with Lord Temple, 
and all poſſible care ſhould be taken for me. to have 
liberty to ſee the priſoner, and bring him to a confeſſion, 
if poſſible. I went the next day, and had a difconrſe as 
before about America. He foand by diſcourſe I was an 


American by principle, He afked me what coantryj- 


man Iwas : 1 told him a Welchman, Fe ſaid, by your 
firſt appearance I thought you a perſon intereſted in the 
cauſe of America. I told him I married a wife at Am- 
boy, and removed to Philadelphia, and there lived, and 
had a ſon, and that ſon I had now in London. . I told 
Lim my wife aud ſon would be very glad to ſee him. 
Q. You entered into a very general converſatioa, you 


being of the ſame trade ? 


Priſoner, I deſire the perſon ſhould ſpeak very parti- 8 


culas, as that concerns me; I am concerned in it. 


Mr. Jerjeant Davy zo the MWilneſs. Go on as you was Wh 


going on; you mentioned about your famiiy.— A. Yes, 


and that I lived in Philadelphia many years ;—I had a IS 


ſon now in London, who, I ſaid, would be very deſirous | 
of ſeeing him. I told him my wife was very much in- 


diſpeſed, which he ſaid he was very ſorry for. +I waited 
upon him from day to day, till the 15th of February ; = 
the 15th he told me all the particulars: He aſked me if 
I knew one Mr. Dean; I told him no. He ſaid, no: 
Mr. Dean employed by the Congreſs at Paris? I faid 


Q. He ſaid, no, not know, Mr. Dean, who was em- 
ployed-by the Congreſs at Paris? , .- 5 Kb... 


Priſoner» I remarked to the evidence to remember 
there is a righteous Judge, who always gives righteous 
judgement, and to be aware of what you ſay of Mr. a 
Dean; pexjure not yourſelf; you are in the fight of God 


and all this company. - 


- * Baldwin, Not Silas Dean, he ſays: I told him no. 
He ſaid he is a fine. fellow, a clever fellow, ſays he; and ww 1 


believe that Benjamin Franklin is employed in the fame 

errand; ie ſaid that he had taken a view of moſt of 

the -Dock-yards and fortifications og nn 

and particularly the number of guns that each fh1 

the Navy mounted; likewiſe the guns in the fortifica- 
| | tions, 


1 
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I tions, the weight of their metal, and the number of 
men; and he had been at Paris. two or three times, and 
ia ſormed Mr. Silas een. 
Priſoner. Your own ſoul is in the caſe; conſider what 
you ſay in the ſight of Gud concerning Silas Dean, 

Mr. Serjcant Davy. I hope he will be hanged in due 
time. | © . rug 
Priſoner, I hope not, Sir, nor no innocent man. Silas 
Dean is; very indes 
Baldauin. He ſaid he acquainted Silas Dean in what 
manner he was to ſet the: Rope-houſes. and ſhipping on 
fire in England. os 1 5 r 
Court. He told you that he acquainted Silas Dean in 
hat manner the Doch- yard was to be {et on fire? 
= Baldwin. Silas Dean was amazed he ſhould undertake 
by himſelf to execute a matter of that leind; but he 
told Silas Dean that he could do more execution than he 
could imagine, or any other perſon upon the face of the 
earth: Then Silas Dean aſked him what money he 
anted to carry his ſcheme into execution; he told him 

Wot much, he expected to be rewarded according tp his 
Wnerit: Then Silas Dean gave him bills to the amount 

bf zool. and letters to a great merchant, or a great man, 
a the city of London. He was very anxiogs, to know 
rhether Lord Cornwallis had been defeated between 
> ranſwick and Trenton, in the Jerſeys :' He aid he 
nw Geneial Waſhington perſonally, and he believed 
bat General Waſhington's abilites were greater than 
eeneral Howe's; and that General: Waſhington would 
acch and harraſs General Howe's motions, and that he 
sas aſſured that the Provincials would conquer this 
inter; that the great campaign was. to be in the ſum- 
oer; that General Waſhington wanted only a few ex- 
eerienced officers, which he believed would be ſupplied 
rom France, and Silas Dean was appointed for that pur- 
” poſe to ſupply him with ammunition and ſtores; but as 
r cannon bath, be ſald they could procure a ſufficiency 
ſerve all Europe ig Americs;at'a'place'near Andipolis 


in America, which he himſelf had feen; Jikewith pitch, 


ru and turpentine, they ſeemed to have a ſufficiency 
| Q. This 


2 


: that purpoſe, 


- Chine was called a tin canniſter. 


. underſtand his directions ?-> A. Ves, but the bg fy as mor & 


71 of, his coat—There- was a dragoon in the public none 


[34] E 
Q. This was in the courſe of a great number of con 1 3 
veriations — A. Yes 3 I waited upon him from the 7th q; 


February to the 24th, and never miſſed but one day; 
was with him twice moſt days ; he arrives at Dover fol 4 


Priſoner. 13 that word: 2 This evidence was | 
with me twice moſt days. - 

Mr. Serjeant Davy. Yes, ſo he fays. 

Baldwin. He arrived at Dover for that purpoſe, 8 

Court. Is that what he ſaid? — A. That is what he 
told me— That he went to Canterbury, and went into 
ſhop, and ſpoke for a machine to be made. = 

Priſoner. Where did I £0 from to Canterbury, tha 3 
implies I muſt have gone from ſome particular place a 
 Baldwin.; You. did not tell me that. He went into ail 
hop, and ordered this machine to be made; that tb 
maſter was aà ſtupid fellow, and did not know what be 
. Did he ſay what machine poi A. He ſaid the mr . re 


(i any Qs Ho lai that wag machine which crhenf « x 
called a tin n ?---A., He called it a tin machine, : : 
Q. That the maſter was a ſtupid fellow, HSE: did oof 


« Ingenious 3 but he was obliged to ſtay by the boy while K 


de was making i it to inſtru; that he gave him 1 150 . 


to get ſome drink for his pains—then he went into ial 


public · houſe, with the canniſter under his coat—the bre 


who aſked him at the time © who are you for? He fad 
be was an impudent fellow; with that the dragoon oper. 7 
: ed his coat to ſee the cannifter--. he ſaw it. 1 
Q. To ſee what? To ſee what he had under bis coat 3 

Q. I-dun't underſtand you---what was the rs col 
n diſpute with the dragoonf - A. The aragooii 
- aſked him, Which of them are you tor?“ He lere 
What do you mean?“ I mean whether you « are a derbe 
or a a lor ? ſays the dragoo n.1 | 
e opened his coat ? INE SETS 2 
N . Davy. Q. He ſaw. ſomething poder his « coat, rj 
_ aſke: | whac | it was for. 2745. Yes, h 
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to him; then after that he went from thence to Portſmouth; 


at Portſmouth he took his lodgings at one Mrs. Boxall's. 


. All this you are telling is the account he gave you 


in various converſations?---A, Word for word--- That he 
took a lodging at Port{mouth. | 7 


Q. At Mrs, Boxall's?---A. Aye, at Mrs. Boxall's, and 


| there he tried all his preparations, which were matches he 
bad made; he ſaid he had a ſheet of whitiſh paper dou- 
| bledin ten or twelve folds, then the paper was unfolded 


in order to be done over with a compoſition made of 
charcoal and gunpowder ; he ſaid if the match was not 
doubled before this preparation was done upon it, that it 


| would cavſeit to crack. 


Mr. Serj. Davy. If what was not doubled ?---A. If the 
paper was not doubled. | ; | : 
Q. If the paper was not doubled it would cauſe it to 


crack? - A. Yes, he ſaid the charcoal muſt be ground 
| very fine upon a colour- ſtone, the ſame as painters grind 
their colour upon, and then he ſaid the ganpowder did 
not require much grinding; he faid that might be maſhed 
| with a knife, in the ſame manner as painters mixed ver- 


million ; but he ſaid he muſt be very particular in — 


WE thoſe two bodies; that the charcoal is ground in water an 
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3 mixed to the conſiſtence of new milk, then with a ſmall 
= bruſh paint the paper over upon both ſides with this 
| compoſition z he ſaid he had managed the matter ſo well, 


that one match would laſt twenty-four hours; he ſaid he 


"88 lodged at Mrs. Boxall's one night, and faid that Mrs. 
= 3oxail was a very impudent woman, for ſhe had opened 
his bundle in his abſence ; and told me, this curious tin 


machine was of hs © vn invention, and ſaid, that he had 


a wooden box made, wherein there was a hole in the cen- 
tre, in order to put a candle in, and in that box there was 
| turpentine and hemp. The tin canniſter fitted this wooden 


box ſa well, that when a candle was put in, np perſons 
could fee any ligbt; he ſaid, that the 6th of December 


| E = went into Portſmouth yard, and got into the Hemp- 
houſe. . c 8 


Q. The 6th of December ?—A. The Gxth of Decem- 
ber, wherein there was a deal of hemp there, and it was 


| ſo platted together, that he could hardly get it apart; he 
| pulled his coat off, and then after lighting the hemp, placed 


this capniſter over the box with a ſmall candle in it, 


and he ſprinkled ſome turpentine about the hemp that was 


round it; he was ſome time before he found his coat after- 


| wards, and when he had ſound it, there was a deal of 


bewp 


he then went out of the hemp-houſe into the rope - houſe, 
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the hemp he laid apiece of paper, and in this paper wa 


the rape houſe ? 
matches leading to it, and over the gunpowder was ſome 


tine ſtrewed all a fire | 
-  mitch touched the powder, it would fet it all of a blaze 


into ſhort pieces, it would aaſwer-any time that he pleaſed, 
took two other lodgings; one was at a public houſe, the 


| before he teak his lodgings, to fee which houſes had mot 
wood about them; he had his com duſtibles about him for 
he ſet fire to the Rope- houſe. 


order to keep the engines from playing on the yard alto. 


woman he was going to Petersfield, and begged her to take 
care of bis bundle; after that he went into the Dock - 


- houte ; he firſt went into the Hemp-houſe and fireck 


at the tinder til} he had almoſt burnt his lips; he theo 
better matches, and returned and got into the Rope- 


ens 


* 


ä 1 
hemp ſticking about it, which he endeavoured to take off : 
and there he placed a quart bottle of ſpirits of turpentine, 
upon its ſide, with hemp inſtead of a: cork, and cloſe to 
ſome dry powder. | 3 
8 did 1 go ſtrait out of the hemp-houſle into 
\Batdwin., And to this gunpowder was one of theſe 


hemp thrown _y lightly, and hkewiſe a quart of turpen. 
out that; as ſoon as the fire from the 


immediately; ſo by cutting this match which he had made 


im order to make his eſeape. The next day, which was 
the 7th of December, he went from Mrs. Boxall's, and 


other Was at a private houſe upon the Common; he men · 
tioned the: North-ſtreet; he ſaid he took particular notice 


ſetting thoſe houſes on fire. | ; 
Q. Which houſes ?=A. His two lodging, the ſame day 


Q. For ſetting theſe two houſes on five 2— A. Ves, in 
gether... 


QQ To engage the en ines ?—A. To engage the engines, F 
—He-faid, that at iat 08 the — he told te 


Yard, in order to ſet fire to both Hemp-houſe and Rape- 


Curt. For a light? -A. For a lizht; but the matches 
that he had were very damp, that he could not get the 
ſulphur to take fre, aud that he waſted a whole box full 
of tinder, in order to: light the candle; that he even blowed 


went away from the Hemp houſe, and - procured ſon Wi 
Houſe, and then ſet fire to the match that was laid into'the f 
'Q- Did he mention to: you about buying cke matches 


A. He mentioned that he bought a halfpenny worth d 
| matches 


7 » « 


* 


i323 
matches of a woman.— One matter I had like to bare 
forgot, my Lord; be put his preparation. in the hemp- 
houle ; being ſo long there, he Vas locked into the hemp- 
houſe, ſo-that when, he came ta the door he went in at, he 
could not get out; he ſaid e 
ing to this building, which be tried any e he ſajd, 
and went the whole length of the building, which he ſaid 
was upwards of 360 yards; be then went up ſtaits, pulled 
off his ſhoes, and went the whole length there, and could 
W 6nd no poſſible means to get out; then he zeturned ang: 
got to the lame door he come in at, there he heard ſome 
perſon's voice, and he Knocked at the door, and ſaid halloo; 
they aſked, who was there, and what, buſi neſs he had there,; 
he ſaid it was, curioſity that: led him there, and he did not 
imagine they had locked up the houſe ſo ſoon; thereſore 
the perſon told him to go ſtrait forward and turn to ſuck 
a door, and he would be able to get out, which he did; 
when he came out he was vexed with, himſelf that he could 
not ſet the Hem p- bouſe on fire, and was alſo vexed that he | 
could not go to-his lodgings, at Portſmouth Common ; that lf 
| he had left a parcel, which parcel contained, among other 
things, a piſtol, and an Ovid's Metamorphoſes, a: d the Art 
and Dangers of War, or ſomethipg rear it, and a Juſtin, ; 
but the moſt that vexed him was, ---the paſſport he had left, 
which was ſigned by the French King, and in the paſſport 
was; bis real. name; butjas it was in French, he did not 
imagine that the people at his lodging could read or under- 
ſtand it; but he was greatly amazed the paſſport had not 
been found 3 he imagined they meant to make a piopetiy 
of it. or otherwiſe. he thought they might take no notice 
of it, and let it lie. That after ſetting fire: 19 the Rope- 
houſe, he made the beſt of- his way towards London. He 
ſaid he was ſo forry he could not gęt the matches to light in 
tie Hemp- houſe, he had a good mind to go and ſhoot at the 
windows ot the houſe of, the woman he had bought them 
of. e ſaid that he burnt the bills and letters that he had 
of Silas Dean, upon account of; the behaviour of Mis. 
Boxall ; and to prevent aby ſuſpicion , of the. gentleman 
whom they were for; af ter that, hejumped into a cart and 
bdegged the woman to drive quick; that he rode in this 
cart near wo miles, and gave the: woman ſix-pence or 
driving quick, for he had three or tour miles to go before 171 
he paſſed the centries. Soon after he had paſſed the cen- 
tries, he looked back a few minutes after, to ſeę the on | 
and he ſaid that the very element ſeemed to be un a blaze,;z 
that he walked forwards upon his way to London, and nn 


[38] 


upon the road between the laſt centry and Kingſton, there : 


were two dogs that barked at him very much; that he ſhot 

at the dogs, and believed that he either killed or wounded 
one of them, Hearrived at Kingſton the next morning, 
which was Sunday, about ten, or between ten and eleven, 
and there waited till pretty near duſk, and then came in 
the ſtage to London, and then waited upon this great man 


in the City; be told the man he had letters and bills upon 


him, which he was obliged to burn, which he had received 
from Silas Dean, at Paris; the gentleman ſeemed to be 
very ſhy of him, and told him he had received no account 


from Paris, He ſaid to the gentleman he might think 
what he pleaſed, but he was an enemy to Great Britain, 


and a friend to: America, and that he had ſet fire to the 
Rope-houſe at Portſmouth, which he would ſee in the papers 


upon Monday---this gentleman ordered him to a certain 


Coffee-houſe. 


Court. I ſuppoſe by your repeatiog the word gentle- | 


man ſo often, he did not mention his name -A. No, 


my Lord, I could not get his name from him -L wiſh I had X 5 


and the gentleman waited at the Coffee-houſe for him. 


Q. Did he appoint to meet him there ?---A. Yes---there 
they had ſomeJittle diſcourſe, but the gentieman ſeemed ſtill 


to be ſhy of him; that there was another gentleman at the 
Coffee-houſe which took parlicular notice of it, which he 


Obſerved, and there fore did not chuſe to flop long---he was 


angry that this gentleman would not befieve hrs word, and | 5 | 


he got up and away he went immediately to Hammer- 
ſmith. hen he got to Hammerſmith, he wrote. a letter 
to this gentleman---and told the gentleman he was very 
ſorry he would not believe what he had told him, but he 


was ſatisfied he would receive a letter in a few days, and 


that he was going to Briſto), where he ſhould hear of ſome 


more of his works. 
Mr. S. Dawy. Repeat that again, more of his works ? 
A. More of nis handy. works---do-you'chuſe to have an 

account of all that was done at'Briftol, | 


Mr. Baldwin. In making bis way to B 
at Oxford. | h Wa | 
Brittol ; if you do not want it very much, we have nothing 
to do with it. * r 
Mr. S. Davy. I have no particular wiſh about it. 

Mr. Mansfiel2. There are ſome cireumſtances reſpecting 


Briſtol will come out by the evidence, which will very 


mate: ially confirm the evidence of this man, my we 
| | that 


Mr. S. Dawy. Yes, if you pleaſe. 6 e 3 
riſtol, he called 


Court, Brother Davy, he is going now to talk about 
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Nat which relates to its ſituation; the grinding of char- 
ai; and the reaſon for which the queſtion was aſked with 
ard to Briſtol, was not to impure to him the ſetting of 
BE i fol on fire, but under the idea of probability that the 
ier would ſhew the ſame deſign ; I don't mean the ſame 
ſign to ſet it on fire, but the ſame motive with regard to 
Imerica, which will be very material, as it will confirm 
e defign that was in his mind, ,  - 77000 
Court. You may give in evidence any converſation that 
lates to Briſtol that confirms any thing that has been fad 


re. | a 2 | 
Mr. RP Q. Repeat the account of grinding the 
coal? 3 1 5 
B aldwin, He ſaid he arrived at Briſtol a few days be- 

e Chriſtmas, and he got leave of a painter to grind ſome 
arcoal upon his colour ſtone. 225 8 e 
Mr. S. Davy. Q. I want to know of you his reaſons for 
ing the queſtion; I don't mean what it was he meant to 
in particular, but why he would go to Briſtol in pre- 
ence to any other place—why he ſaid he would go to 

iſto}, more than to Wincheſter, Horton, or any. other 

Pee?---A. He heard that there were three or four ſhips 

re that were mounted with eight carriage guns, and he 
nted to ſee thoſe veſſels, as they were going to the Welt 

.... 2 RR 
. Mansfield. The ſame view with regard to America 

rated to carry him to Briſtol; it was with that view the 
ſtioa was neceſſary, 8 1 8 

r. Baldwin. He ſaid that he wanted to grind ſome + 
preoal there, and a painter gave him liberty to grind 


oirt. When was this? Was this before the fire at 
ourt, Then it is nothing ? . 
r. S. Davy. Iſhall call a witneſs to confirm and prove 
y things atter, for that he called upon a man to grind 
ds charcoal ; I ſhall call that man to prove he called at his 
ſe to grind charcoal. I don't. mean the preparation rela- 
to this particular fire at Portſmouth ; it is a circumſtance 
W ficmatory of the reſt, that he made ſuch preparation, no 
ter what for. 7 — > 4. | 

ourt. So far as that goes, I ſee no objection. 
Ir. S. Davy. Let it be ſoppoſed the charcoal is for 
nnocent purpoſe, but it is a fact conficmatory of what 


ad ſaid. | 
| Baldwin. 


* 


timouth or after it ?---A,. After the fire at Portſmoutb. | 
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Beldwin. He ſaid he graund. it upon this colour - ſtone, 
belonging Ne pain er al Rriſtol z that the painter took 
2 great deal df notice about it; he was abqve ud bours 
Fc eke Rarcoal of that Gze. (ſhewing two or 

Den e be wens to. Brital?-——A. He told me 
be desdis nel; the man ſaw. him making this prepa- 

Q In genſequen ge. of the accquat von gave, enquiries 
were. mace of, the ſeveral people i---A. Ves. 
When did you give àn account of this converſation,? 

--- A, 1 gave. the account of. this converſation day afier 
day to my Lord Temple, and from thence to Lord George 
Germaine. 5 E Tt $2 SPE Et 
It was the 15th the particulars came out? A. It was 
the Tcth of February. It was from the 7th to the 15th be- 
fore, I could. get any particulars, and onthe 15th they came 


„ hen; you ave an account to Lord George Ger- 


maine and Lord Temple the ſeveral particulars you men- 


* 


tioned day by day A. Day by day: Lord Temple told 
me he was greatly amazed. e „ 
Court tothe Priſener. Now is there any queſtions you. | 


would aſk him ! 


— 


* « * 


Priſoner. Is is proper I ſhould hear the evidence read 


| Over. ? 2 


4 Court, I certainly will read it over to you, if you de- 
ire it. : | | 3 | | 
Mr. Ser. Dawy. As he has no pen and ink, I ſuppoſe. he 
defires to have it read; over to refreſſi his memory. 
Priſoner. Ves, in order to refreſh my memory. 
Mr. Baron Hotham then:rtad the evidence of Mr. Baldwin 
rom his notes, and when he had read them ſaid,, © 
I have taken the evidence as accurately as I could-; if 
there is any difference, I ſhould be glad: any body in 
court would ſet . a P 1 
Priſoners The: &v ence is extremely well taken, my 
Lord. -One thing Iwill ſpeak. aa. 
Court. Iadvertiſe 8 this is not the time for you to make 
your, defence,; you had: better ſave. yourſelf for à future 
time; but if you mean to aſk any queſtions, aſk- them. 
Priſoner. This:s only one queſtion; others I mean to re- 
fer, my Lord. --Is it proper, in the ſight of Gop, and in 
the ſight. of man, that a man, contrary to — 0D 


Priſoner. Cannqt I aſk after wards? 


: by . - > f Ee They 
3 " Ehivard Boat ſworn, examined by Mr. Mefrng 
| 8 Were you at Canterbury any time laſt year? — A. 

ir TS 


happened to have ſome words. 


lar ?—A, I did not 


* 


and man, ſhould come with deceit in his heart, as the emiſ- 


ſary of other people, to inſinuate out of me, or of any per- 


ſon, what they car in this deceitful manner----lf they are 
deceitful enough to deceive one in ſuch a ſituation--ſuch a 


diſtreſsful ſituation. they muſt certainly have enough de- 


ceit in their heart to ſpeak lies of him. | 
Court. That is mere matter of obſeryation, which will 
come very well in the courſe of your defence it is now 
more proper for you to apply yourſelf to aſk queſtions-— 
you may aſk any queſtions you pleaſe. f 
Priſoner. I had rather after the witneſſes are all examin- 
ed aſ them. 8 | 5 WE 2 
Mr. S. Davy. This is the proper time to aſk. 


7 


Mr. S. Davy. He ſhall ſtay if you chuſe to afk him any 


queſtions till you have made your defence. 


Priſoner. The evidence of this. tin canniſter that is evi- 
dence againſt me at Canterbury is there any other gentle- 
man here brought in as evidence? | 


Mr. S. Dawy. We ſhall call other people from Canter- 


Yes, ' 


Q. What time ?—A. I was at Canterbury from the 
month of October, to the month of Februar. 
Q. Have you ever ſeen the man at the bar? — A. I think 
I have.---T tie man is aitered a great deal ſince I ſaw him; 
but to the beſt of my knowledge, I think it is he. 8 
Wnat time A. Either the latter end of October or 
the beginning of November, to the beſt of my know- 


ledge. | N 
G. Where did you ſee him A. At Canterbury. 2 
Q. Did any thing paſs between you there ?—A. Yes, we. 


Q. Did you ſee aay thing, or remark any thing particu- 
ſos any thing about him, no farther 


oe ny comrade was by, and he ſaid, he ſaw ſome thing | 

about him. | LI 5 175 - 4 

Q. What dreſs had he then ?------A. A brown Duffield f 
ſurtout eoat, rather ſnabb . | 

a Did you obſerve what was within the ſurtout ?----A, 


5 Q You 


D 


O, Sir. 


£427 


T0; You did not fig it A. 10 = 

JAMES WILSON favors, examined by. Mr. 1 Ming. | 
Q. Do you remember any thing .of the priſoner's * 14 
ing at Canterbury? — A. I remember the man fighting 
with my comrade. 

Q. Look at the prifoner 3 do you think him to be the 


perſon ? — A. I do really think he is the fame Poe 5 : | 
never ſaw him before or fince, _. 1 
Q. Ts it the ſame perſon? 
Priſoner. - Are you poſitive, to my perſon A. 1 am 
not poſitive ; I think it is the ſame dreſs 
Priſoner. Do yos mean the inſide del. —4. 1 think df 
it is the inſide dreſs, 
Council. When you ſay the ſame dreſs, do you. mean 
the inſide as well as the outſide coat? A. I don't re- 
member the outfide coat; jt is mneh the ſame dreſs he 
has now, to the beſt of my judgment. #8 
Q. Did you ſee a Gy vetween him and your com- 1 
rade? — A. Ves. | ; 
Q. What did you fee under his « coat Lond, 1 law | 
ſomething. brigat under his coat; what it was 1 cannot. 
tell; it was like a gliſtening of tin; 1 1 gliftened ke 
rin. | 
2. Did you foe much of 10 No, I did not; 1 
did not th any thing about it. = 
Q. Was it in a pocket f. It was in a pocket. | 
Was there any difference between him and your 
comrade? — 4. He had been bghting with him ; 'there 10 
was a ſcuffle. 
Priſoner. I have one thing to remark ; Pray, Sir, are 
you his Britannie Majeſty's Council ? 
Mr. Meng. Ves, lam, Sts; | 
Priſoner. 'Have yau done with the examination of Us | 
perſon? | | CIS 
Conncil, Ves. 
Priſoner. I only . to hw if 15 had been kis 
Britannic Majeſty's Council, and done his examination. 
JOHN FISHER — examined by Mr. Buller. 
Q. Where do you live -A. At Mr. Lawrence Tuck's, 


at Canterbury. 
Q. Do 


+ 5 Do 


2 
— 


OED 


* 
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2 Do you, know the priſoner ? - — A. 1 think I have 


him. 
"0 When ? — 4. About ſix or ſeven weeks before 


hriſtmas. 
. Where did you ſee him then ?—. At my maſter's 
Pop; I think it was the ſame pans that came ous 
ordered two canniiters of me. 
Q What is your maſter ?—4, A tinman. 
Von ſay it is the ſame perſon 7— J. 1 think it is. 
Q What was the directions for? -A. To make them 
df a long ſquare. | 
Q. Have you got thoſe caniſters here ? — A. One 4 
dave, Sir. 
Produce it. 
Witngfe. Here it is.— He produces a tin canaiſter, or 
aſe, like that found in the Hemp-houſe.J _ 
Was that made by his directions — Ie was 
ade by his directions. 
Q What ſhape ?—A4: A long ſquare. 
„. There were two of them left upon your bands? — 
Two of them. 
'Q. Did ke call afterwards for them ?—He called af. 
erwards, and they were not done—not compleated. 
Q. After that he never called again ?—A. He never 
alled no more. 
Mr. Serjeant Davy. It will be fit for the Jory,. if 
vur Lordſhip pleaſes, to compare this with the other 
on ſee this is what he did not take away that the wit- 
eſs now produces. | 
That which was found in the Hemp- houſe, and chat 
which was left upon the tinman's hands, nn to- 
gether by the Jury.] 
WILLIAM BALDY ſauorn, examined by Mr. Mansfield. 
Q. Look at the prifoner; did you ever ſee that man 
the Dock-yard, at Portſmouth ?: A. Yes, Sir. 
Q. Where, what part of it? — 4. About 100 yards 
om the Eaſt-end. 
% Of what ?—4. Of the lower Gi of. the _ 
ole | | 
Q. In the Rope-houſe — In the Rope-houſe ; 
D 2 __ 


[44] 
the lower floor where the cordage is made, the 7th dg 
Ka of December, V8 
N. And you are ſure you ſaw him in the Rope holt 
A. Yes, Sir. 5 5 
Court. What time of the day? — A. Between ler: 
and twelve, my Lord, nearer twelve than eleven, 
Q.: What part of the houſe ?—4. Within 100 ya 
of the Eaſt-end of the lower floor; he came down up 
the South-ſide of the houſe, and when he came ſo low 
near 100 yards, he croſſed over to me, where I was the 
fitting. „„ 
Q. What was your converſation about it . 4. f 
pum up a ſmall ſmooth ſtone, which he held up! 
his finger in this manner, and ſaid, pray, Sir, doo 
make uſe of this in making of cables. (The addreſs t 
the queſtion induced me to look at him ; I thought | 
appeared very ignorant.) I ſaid no, we don't make u 
of thoſe things, I ſuppoſe thoſe things came out 
ſome clay in thoſe barrels then uſing, There was 
namder of threeſcore and ten for making cables. Tü 
- 'barrels were filled with clay, and I ſuppoſe this fla 
came out of one of them. | | 
Q. You had that converſation in conſequence of ti 
queſtion ?—A. Yes, Sir. „„ 
Q_ Did he ſtay any time there — 4. He ſtaid the 
ne of gre or fix minates._. I. | 
Q. And then he left you? —— A, And then he 
3 | 5 
O. When did you ſee him again ?—F. I ſaw him 
about ten minutes after, or a quarter of an hour, [ 1 
not be particular. „ 
Q. When—the ſecond time 7— 4. I ſaw him the ! 
cond time at the Eaſt-end of the ſame floor. 
2. Was he doing any thing particular, or walli 
about ?—4. No, Sir, he had been up ſtairs, I fuppdl 
becauſe I ſaw him come down ſtairs. = 
Q. He did not do any thing particular; he eu 
- down ftairs; you ſaw him move from one part to 
other of the Rope-houſe ?——A, Ves; there was" 
William Weſten he addreſſed with, how do you 7 
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do you do—holding out his hands ; they fell into con- 

verſation which did not concern me. By the man's 
addreſſng him I ſuppoſed they knew each aber! ; ufo 
that I took myſelf off. 

_ Having ſeen the priſoner now, are you not certain 
that Is the man you ſaw in the Rope houſe the day of 
the fire ? 

Witne/:, You aſk whether I am certain 2 
Council. Aye. — Ad. Yes, Sir. 
Court. What is your buſineſs i in the N ho 
Jam a rope maker. 
WILLIAM WESTON . exanined by Proſecutor 's 
Council, 
Q. Look at the priſoner bebind you; have you ever 


ſeen that man beſore? A. To the beſt of my know 


tedge I have. 
Q. Where? — 4, In the Rope-houſe the day that the : 


fire was; to the beſt of my knowledge that is the man I 
ſaw in the Rope-bouſe. 

Q. You had ſome converſation with him ?—4, Yes, 
Sir. 

Q. Did you know him before [ . About ſeven 
weeks before; for he was walking round: He ſaid he 
had been round the Dock, and he was never Ia the 
Dock in his life before. He aſked which was the Pain- 

ter's ſhop. 
Qi. You had known him before, that was the reaſon 
he ſpoke to-you before you ſpoke to him, the day of the 
fire? — J. Ves. 

Q. The day before the fire was, you ſpoks to him, 
and you had ſeen him ſeven weeks before? 4, Yes 
4 Q. In the Rope-houſe? — 4. Ves; 3 ſeven weeks be. 

re. 4 
4 4 Did you ſee where he came from, Mr. Weſton - 

0. 5 

Q. What part of the houſe did he come from 4. 
I don't know. 

Q. Did you ſee him come down ſtairs? — A. No. 

ne to 0 * Wil Sa aſk him any gue nl 
tions 


os 


S 0461. . ; 

Pribur. No. EZ 3 
EDWARD ART PEPE examin:d by Mr. Buller. . 
8. Cary, were you at Portſmouth at the time of the 
fire ?—4. Yes. 

Q. Was you there the day before the fire Ki. Ye 
Q. What are you of the Yard i—4. The THEY 

apprenti ce. 5 
Do you remember whether any perſon was ſhut 


ws on © fre, | 
Where was he ſhut up ?—F. In the Rope-hoaſe, 
& pi you ſee him ?. No, Sir, I did not ſee him; 
T heard a man making a noiſe, and I went up to the 
oor. 


| noiſe. 


door: I went u 5 and aſked what he wanted. 

Q. Did he give any anſwer? — 4. He fait he Was. 

locked in, and zſked if we could let him out: I ſaid we 

could not let him out; we called rhe watchmao ; he 

took notice of him; he {aid he muſt abide there 41l 

nigbt. When we went away, we left him in the houſe. . 
Q. Do you know how he got out?—4. No. 


of, or the night before the fire ? 
Car. The night before the fire, 


ANN HOPKINS worn, examined: by Mr. Baller. 


*. unn be fore 2A. Ves. ; 
en 442 Saturday. | 4 
. Saturday ?—4. Laſt Saturday, Sir--—. 
Q. W When 0 you firſt ſee him ? — A. The day that 
the Dock was on fire. | 
At what time did you "fee him 2A. 1 believe eit 
was 10 Ty r - f aft r; Arnd be exact to the time. 
8 8 4855 e him 5A. Iwas coming 8 
market with tle Tan. he came by the Flying Bull 
at Coſham, 3 ſtopped my cart; it was a tilt cart, eee, 
and I was alone; I did not ſee him till I came cloſeto him; 
he meg my cart and aſked where I was going: He 8 


up id any part of the Yard A. Ves, Sir, the night be- 


Q. A rumbling ? — 4. A rumbling, and making a 
Q. What kind of noiſe ?—4. It was a rattling at the 


Priſoner. I have one queſtion to aſk. Was 1 it tbe * i 


2 Look at the man that lands behind you; have you 


1 1 


he would give me a thing to give bim A nit; that he was 
going to Petersfield, and ſhould be benighted, and. he 
muſt go. He jumped up Into the cart immediately. Af- 

ter de was yp in the cart he ſaid-- Do, Miſtreſs, drive 
faſter; drive as faſt as you can. Coming out of Coſham 
I called at a ſhop to buy a pair of patiens of a ſhilling 
price, 
9, When he came vp to you was he heated at all ?---A. 
Yes, very, much out of breath; he appeared to be ſo; he 
deſired = to go as faſt as poſſible, When we. came outoof 
Coſham, 1 5e de Aa pair of pattens at one ſhilling: price : 

I was to give the woman a wilBpg for the pi; he 
took a fix-pence out of his pocket, and gave the wo- 
man. : 
And you gave the other? A. Yes. | 
What was that for ?---A, I don't know---tq make 
haſte---I told him I muſt ſtop at the thop ; he hoped F 
would not make it lon 

Q. When you told Nin Lo he de defired you not to ſtop Prom 
A. 11 7 he ad he Funes he, could get a returned 1 
chaiſe; he would giye any th ing for a returned chaiſe ; 
muſt go to Petersfield. 5 came to the * in ſi he 
of my own. Nate I ſtopped to let the horſe drink; 
jumped out of the cart 295 ran ay P faſt as ever he 
could run, and went the London roa never ſet eyes « on 
him after. 

Q. Was it before the fle hap) ened —4. No, Sir; 5 3 
was after I got him it be un. I 57 eve. 

Q. The priſoner, Weg Jou ftop xed, you fax, to let 
Te horſe 35155 , unge 4 Ul Na cart and went up 
0 0 1 London road A. Yes, and I ſaw | no more of 


7 Gentle 8 and examined by Mr. Serfeant 
* vou live! at rente 7 j A. At Portſmouth Com- 


' Look back and fee that man; you aw him yeſterday 
er e Arlt ſaw that man ?-- A. x 
tae time u * at a _ 
| Theday force fire. ah 
25 980 you ſee Hip then: be 1 ſaw him at my 
W on Bar an K Common. ; 
there ?---A. 


0 
. Shen what OCCa did you Tee Bin 
He came ta my houſe and ae me for an ballpenny- worth 


| of matches; I took him down 1 0 — bunches, and put 
| them 
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them upon the counter; he aſked me if they won Id take 
 - quick; I told him there was a fire, he might try them; 
He took up two bunches, and gave me one, and deſire 
 F would change it; I did; he takes his money out cf hit 
pocket, and he takes out ſome filver and haifpence 
40 give me an halfpenny ; I gave h im another bundle. 
fol Then he paid you ?- A. Then he paid me. 
Are you ſure this is the ſame perfon?---A. I am cer. 
| tain of it, Si. 3 Fahy” woe, 
. Priſoner. Are you certain, from ſo ſmall a view? you 
have hardly obſerved my phyſiognomy ?---A I did. 
Qi. By ſo ſhort a lock at men 5 
Mr. S. Day. That is a very material obſervation ; you 
ſay you are ſure of the man; he ſays he did not ſtay long 
enough for you to obſerve his countenance. 
Preiſener. No, I did not ſay that---that is a miſtake ; If 
the evidence took ſo ſhort a notice of me now, when ſi: 
look*d up to me. | „ | 
Eliz. Gentle. I ſaw him in the Goal. 5 
Mr. S. Davy. Look at him again particularly ; are vo! 
ſure that is the man ?---A. Iam certain of it. 
Mr. S. Davy. The Jury ſhould be informed, by ihe 
_ officers of the court, what are the contents of this bundle: 
But firſt the paſſport ſhould be ſeen. „ | 
Priſoner. I ſnould be glad to know if there are any more 
8 from Canterbury; have I an authority to call 
them | . 

Mr. S. Davy. This we are going to call will be the laſ 
witneſs from Canterbury. Xe 
Fohn Hillingdon ſworn, examined by Mr. Mansfeld. 

Q. Can you ſee the priſoner ?---A, Yes. 3 
Q. Did you ever ſee him at Canterbury ?- -A. As far 2 
there is any human probability of knowing the perſon 
again, I did, Sir. . BE | 
Qt. You mean he has been ſeen by you at Canterbu- 
ry ? A. As far as there is any human probability of know- 


1111 
2 at are you? eon and an Apothecary 
Iately an Apprentice. 8 pop : 


Q. Upon what buſineſs or occafion did you ſee him at 

8 ?---A. By his coming and buying ſome ar- 
Q. What articles did he buy ?--A. Two ounces of ſpirits 
of 2 and a quarter of a pound of faltpetre, what 


— 


A 
* 


| „ 
ake Qt. About what time, as far as you recolle& ?—A, As 
— far as I can tecollect fince this diſcovery, it was either 
12 three or four days before or after the 2oth of November. 


his | N 
nice | MARY. BISHOP ſworn. 
. Q. Did you ever ſee the Priſoner before ? — A. Yes, 
| Q. Where ?—A, Ar my houſe in Canterbury. ; 
er. (Do you recollect at what time you law him there ?— 
A. It was between Michaelmas and Chriſtmas; but 1 
you cannot recollect the particular time. 9 2 
Q. Had he any converſation wich you when he was at 
your houſe at Canterbury ?—A. He told me he had been 
you interrupted by a dragoon at the White Horſe ; he told me 
ong he came from. America on account of the diſturbances. 
Q. Do you recolle& whether be applied to you to direct 
ſay him where he might get any thing made ?—A. He aſked 
ſn: me afterwards where he might get a wooden thing made? 


Priſoner, Is that a proper queſtion to put? | 
Counſel, If I was to put an improper queſtion, the Judge 
would ſtop me. | | 6 Fe 
Court. No improper queſtion will be put; and you 
ought to ſee by this time that the candor of the Counſei 
2 Crown will prevent them putting an improper 
queſtion, "8rd BS 6's | 
Q. Did you ſee any thing that was made for him ?—-A. 
I ſaw a wooden thing which the apprentice of Mr. Over- 
ſhaw, to-whom I directed him, brought into my houſe for 
laſt him; the Priſoner put it under his coat, wiſhing not to 
have it ſeen, e 1 JE 3 
Q. Did you ſee that wooden thing ?—A, I] ſaw the 
wrong end of it; the ſhape of it was a long ſquare; | 


25 | Q. Was it at all like this? [ſhewing the witneſs the 
ſon Coons part of che machine found in the Hemp-houſe.— 
» ES. | 3 | i 2 
u- Q. What is become of the apprentice who made and 
W. brought this machine ?—A. He is fince dead. i 
Q You fay it was like this wooden machine ?— A. As . 
1. * as I can gueſs it was like this; it was of the ſame 
It Court. How long was it after he aſked you where be 
a. could get ſuch a thing made, that you ſaw it brought tio 
- kim by the apprentice -A. Some time in the afternoon, 
I think, of the ſame day. „ | 
An. JOHN DALBY ſ worn: 
5 : I believe you apprehended the priſoner ?—A, Idid. 
e 0 E 12 Q. What 


[50]. 


Q. What did you find upon him when you apprehended 


bim? A. I found upon him a Bath metal ſeal ; a pair of 


Reel buttons; a ſnuff box with tinder; a ſmall powder 
horn with 1 ; a large nail piercer; a ſtriking tin. 
der box primed; a ſcrew barrel pocket piſtol Joaded with 

ſhot ; two bundles of matches dipt in brimſtone'z a phial 

bottle half full with ſpirits of turpentine, and a ſmall pair 

of ſciſſars. | T. n 

> THOMAS MASON ſ orn. 


©. Where do you live? -A. In the pariſh of St, Phi- 


by and Jacob, in the county of Glouceſter, near to Briſ- 
Q. Look at the 2 did you ever ſee him before ?— 
A. He was in my houſe the morrow after Chriſtmas day. 
What buſineſs had he there ?—4. He came to my 
houſe about 11 o'clock ; he aſked me to let him grind a 
lump of charcoal upon my colour ſtone. © 1 
2, What buſineſs are you ?—4.I am a tyler and 
plaiſterer, and a houſe painter; I told him yes fure, and 
welcome; I ſhewed him my colour ſtone, , , _ 
9, What did the ee tell you he was ? — A. I talked 
with him a good while afterwards ; when I was in my 
rom, I ſaw him pull a hanger from under his coat when 
he began grinding, and lay it down, and lay his gu eat coat 
upon It; I ſaid, why you are one of the preſs gang; no, 
Sir, {aid he, I am not. | e Ga 
2. What did he tell you A. I aſked him when 
he was fitting in my houſe, what he did think of the 


American affairs? He ſaid he wiſhed that aſſair had 


never happened; that he had loſt a plantation there, and 
he hoped when that affair was over he ſhould have it 


... . 8 | 
Priſoner. Is it proper that this man's evidence . ſhould 


be invalidated er not, from his own downright contradic- 


tions. YES. {46.4 
Court. I did not obſerve any cantradiction; the witneſs 
dees not ſeem to be very quick of apprehenſion, and did 
not immediately underſtand the quettion put to him; it is 
PRE PROBES a diſcourſe which does not-appear to 
RECAST 7c ii tc 5 2 
Counſel for the Crown io James Gambier, Eig. Have you, 
Sir, trandlated the paſſport? 7 F I*1 


r. Gambier, This is che tranſlation, as well as Iunder- 


ſtand the Engliſh of it. 5 
Priſoner. f object to the paſſport being read, 6 


ourt. 


1 . 
dure. State your objection. Le et 

Priſoner. That they who ſhall be called to witnefs tor 
or againſt me, may not hear the contents of it. 

Counſel for the Crown: We ſhall call no more witneſ- 
„ 85 | 


| ; The paſſport was read as follows : 
N VVV 

a the. %% / ¶ð v. 
On ffn 
Marine at 3 


Calais. C7770 ˙ TCL 3 5 ä f f 
To all Governors and our Lieutenant Generals of our 
Provinces and Armies, Governors particular, and 
Commanders of our Towns, Places, and '"I'roops ; 
and to all other our offiters juſtictaty, and ſubjects tg 
whom it ſhall belong, | els NR ART 
1 We will and command you very: 
expreſly L let paſs ſafely and freely, Mr. James Actzen, 
going to England; without giving him or ſuffering him to 
have any hindrance ;. but on the contrary, every aid and 
aſſiſtance that he ſhall want or have occaſion for: This 
preſent paſſport to be valid for one month only, for ſuch is 
our pleaſure. _ | | : „ 
Given at Fontainbleau the 13th of November, 1776, 
TE FO TB EEE, reeds LOUIS. 
VVV De VEROEN NES. 
Counſel for the Crown, Now it will be material for the 
officer to ll Joa Lordſhi what thoſe books are. ; 
Officer: The books ate Ovid's Metamorpholes, a Treatiſe 
of the Arms and Engines of War, of Fire Works, Kc. 
and the other is the Hiſtory of Juſtin, 43 
a 2 ounſel for the Croaun. My Lord, this is all our evi- 
nce, 4 4 4 4 rf i by | 3 . of is « "oO 5 N 
Court. Priſoner, the evidence apainit you is now cloſed : 
this is therefore the time for you to make your defence. * 
 PRISONER's DEFENCE, _ 
T underſtand, my Lord, that that French paſſport 
was not found out till a few days ago and fince my 
furt apprehenſion, a great part of the kingdom hag 
been ſought, and perſons have been brought from 
many different places to give evidence who I was, or 
e 15 E 2 | what 


1 


; 
| 


[1 
what I am, or ſo far as they kriew about me, and 
every particular thing that has been witneſſed re ſpect. 
ing the late fire in the Dock-yard, from theſe evi- 
dences given, and the communication of them to all 
the people in. the kingdom; by news-papers, and 
other ways, I think it is poſſible, and may have been 
poſſible for Mr. Baldwin, or for any other. perſon 
that is any way at all intelligible, to bring eyery evi- 
dence againſt me that that perſon has * by the 
ſaid knowledge from public papers and converſation; 
nevertheleſs, whether it is a falſe accuſation, that is 
upon me, or whether it is a betraying of truſt, 
through the treachery of the heart, God Almighty, 
the Great Judge of all, only knows; if. it is the for- 
mer, I pray God Almighty may forgive him ] if it is 
the latter, I pray the fame! but in that caſe I ſhould 
like to know, whether it is proper, that a perſon poſ- 
ſe ſſed of ſuch a diſpoſition as that, ſhould come from 
emiſſaries unknown to me, and do all that lies in 
him to inſinuate any thing out. of me, unknown 10 
me, and daily to come and go, and give information 


to the ſaid Lord George Germain? I ſhould-like 


that your Lordſhip would take it into your conſi- 


deration, as in the fight of God, whether ſuch a 
_ perſon has a right in the fight of God, and according 


to the laws of man, and of this kingdom, to -give 
evidence againſt a man, that his evidence ought to be 


regarded? He that may have been able to betray me, 

+ and ſpeak things in the dark of me, he is able allo, 

I think, to give the lie to any man, through-motives 

of gain, or any other motives whatſoever); your Lord- 

fſhip can conſider that in your own mind, much; better 

than I can ſpeak it, as I am not endowed with or 
- Tory. 1 NY „ | 


| Court. Do you reſt your defence on. that obſerva 
tion, or do you intend: to call any witneſſes ? - 
85 . Set Priſoner, 


> |_a &£A emp gz cx, and 
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Priſener. With reſpect to any other witneſſes that | 
may be called againſt me, if there is any poſitive 
tact can be proved againſt, me, I will then prove the 
negative, or otherwiſe the court will proceed accord- 
ing to the Jaws of the country, I have one thing 
more to ſay; I would put a few n to this man, 


Mr. Bald win. 


Priſener. I think you gave evidence, that I ſhould 


have ſaid to you, that on Friday the 6th of Decem- 


ber laſt, I went into the Hemp-houſe, ——— to 
his Britannic Majeity's yard, in Portſmouth 7 ? 
Baldwin, I did. 
Prifner. And that 1 went in there ih ſome 
combultibles, and lighted. ſome hemp? 
Baldwin, Ves; in order. to fer Gre to the combuſ= 
tibles, 
Priſoner. Do you ſpeak of lighting a fame, or 


laying the thing lighter f _ 
. Baldwin. You faid it was matted, that , ie was to 


| make it lie light. 


Priſoner, It'is not my duboeſs to deny going to 
Canterbury, ot confeſs it; do you ſay, that I ſaid- I 
went to Canterbury 2nd had the tin coun made : 

| Baldwin, Yes. 

Priſoner. You alſo 42 that I laid that 1 went into 
a houſe on Portſmouth Common, and oy the Pas- 
port d nta 

Halli. Ves; among othivr: things, | 

Priſoner. There are ſome other evidences ſay, that | 


| I'was at Canterbury:z one ſaysza bout ſix weeks before. 


Chriſtmas, another ſays; about ſix or ſeven, another 
between Michaelmas and Chriſtmas, another, before 
or after. the 20:h-of November ; of the other three, 
two ſpeak of it as ſooner: reſpecting the French 


' Paſſport that has been found at Portſnoath, it ſeems: 


to ore inconſiſtent how it can be my paſſport, and at 
| & 3 | the 


* 
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the ſame time, I to be at Canterbury, or any where 
in England at the time mentioned ; the date of the 


pe ſſport is the 13th of November; if 1 can bring 


theſe two articles to bear, it ſeems very unintelligible 
to me, for it is (worn, that J ſaid that is my paſſport; 
and again it is fworr, that I was in England at that 
time; that is equal to the good gentleman that 
ſaid] had power to alter the colour of my own hair; 
if there is any thing brought againſt me that is poſi- 
tive, Jam ready, with the greateſt pleaſure, by the 
help of Almighty God, to receive the puniſhment 
©! the laws of the country, be what it will: there 
are other things ſurprize me more than that. bean 
nothing more to ſip, my Lord. . 

Caunjel fer the Crewn. We have _ with our 
evidence, a 

Comet Will you call any Endet ? 

- Prijoner. For what end ? till ſomething is proved 
politive againſt me, I intend. no defence in the 
world. I am ready to live or die according to 


988 5 | 
| | Mr. BARON HOT HAM. 
Gentlemen of the Jury, 
The Priſoner at the bar ſtands indicted hows Giles on 
fire, and procuring to be ſet on fire, the Rope-houſe, in 
the D ck-yard ar Portſmouth ; and before I ſum up the 


©: *, Eyidence io you, I wilt make one general obſervation; 
kFbat tbaugb it is impoſſ hle for any language to aggravate 
this e ffence, yet it is not for you now to feel the magni- 
” ---tudeof that crime; you ate to diveſt yourſelves entirely of 
All the horrible conſequences of the perpgetration of it, and 


apply your con ſciences to this ſingle fact; Is the Priſoner 
© guilty or innocept of tbis offence } What the conſequences 
of it ate, or might have been, I wiſh you not to thin k of; 

becauſe it is in human nature to fee] prejudices, that one 
wiſt. es at ſuch. a moment as this rote; ſhould forget. [ 
an ſore, a 0 Bey u will now think of nothing bot the 
plain ſimpie ſact itfelf 5 and; whether it *. avis Hot, . 
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| Gen emen, The firſt witneſs is J imes Ruſſell, who fays he 
is clerk to the clerk of the.Rope-yard, and that upon 5:- 


| turday the ſeventh of December laſt, at half paſt four 


o'clock,he firſt perceived the fire by which the Rope-houle 
was conſumed. Tihere were hemp toppings in the middiæ 
loft, and cordage on the ground floor; aad that wis tae 
uſual repoſitory for both; much of it, he ſays,: was burnr. 
This witneſs was called to prove the fad of the fire itſelt; 
wh:ch, though to) notoribus ro doubt about, was n2ceſ- 
ſary to be proved in evidence. Hz ſays, oa the fifteen:n 
of January he found a tin caſe in the Hemp-houle, on the 
ground floor; aud, upon itz being produced, he ſays, it 
appears to be the ſame—ne has no doubt at all abou: it. 


He told you that there was a box in it; but, at the time ic 


was found, there were beſides, matches, tar, and oil, in 
the wooden box; but the tin box and the wooden bux. 
were then ſeparate. H: ſays, he found alſo a bottle, which 
had had ſpirits of turp2n:ine ia it; he found all thete 
things 1a'the Hemp-houle, juſt by the box: its ſituation 
was in the centre of a mow of he np; and it had the ap- 
pearance of concealment, though, 4 ſays, a perſon, by 
going up to the upper end of it, if he had had a ſuſpicion 
or apprehenſion of it, might poſſioly have diſcovered tha: 
ſuch a thing was ss ſays, there was a great deal 
of looſe hemp near it, and there was ſome duanaze, which 
I underſtand: to be cuttings, or refuſe of hemp, wiict 
ſeemed to lie under the box and the canniſter. There 
was alſo ſome brown paper lying near it; and, from the 
appearance it had, it ſeemed to him to have been all 
thrown in together over the buadle of hemp upoa he 
mow; and by falling againſt the mow, they had ſeparated. 
Now, Gentlemen, it is ma etial for you to underſtand, 
that all theſe ſeveral things were found in this place, be- 
cauſe in the courſe of the evidence you will find moſt, if 
not all of then, par iculatly accounted for ; — he ſays, that 
there was hemp la the place; that both it and the Hemp - 
houſ: muit have bea conſumed, if the fire 14 — BY 


tor you will recoliea, that though fice was attempted to 


be ſet, as well to the Hemp-houle as the Rope-houſe, the 
Providence of God did iaterpole,: aad prevent that trom 
taking ee... n %% d eee 
Wilfiam Pench, the next witnefs, ſays, that ho ſau the 
Priloner at his maſter's houſe, i juſt without Weit- gate, in 


88 — 2 - 
Vanteruury ; and he thinks it was about a moata oc fix 


Weeks before Chriſtmas, — Tae ob:ervation which tne 
8 E 4 Priſoner 


| 
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Priſoner has made in his Defence is very true; namely, 
that all the witneſſes from Canterbury give rather a dif- 
jerent account abcut the time; they are none of them 


very particularly preciſe ; they all ſpeak rather at large 
about it. But it does not ſeem to me to weaken that evi- 


dence, becauſe five or fix different people do not all con- 
cur in their recclleQioo' of the very day when the perſon 
was at Canterbury; and when they ſpeak cautiouſly, it 


is not to be wondered at that they differ a liule, a few 
days, ora week, in their account, This witneſs ſays, that 
it was a month or fix weeks before Chriſtmas, and that 
te bimſelt made the tin machine for the Priſoner: The 


fi:it time he was applied to upon this buſineſs was on the 


Monday before laſt, and that was particularly aſked him, 
in order, 1 ſupp::ſe, to ſhew you a material circumſtance 
that this was after the Priſoner had conſeſſed the whole 
bimfelfto Bald wir. But vnen J uſe the word confeſſion, it is 
pioper now, at the outſet, to make one general obſervation 
to you upon the evidence of Baldwin. I do not look up- 


on this as being ſtrictly a confeſſion of the Priſoner: but 
it was evidence Which the man himſelf choſe to diſcloſe 


to Bad win without any ſolicitation whatſoever, and with- 


cut ary promiſe or engagement of ſecrecy. It ſeems to 


have come from the Priſoner himſelf ſpontaneouſly ; and, 


as far as we have the evidence before us, Baldwin does 


not ſeem, in any one of theſe converſations, to have 


T . ſought 2 diſcovery” from the Priſoner 3 but it has all come 


from the Priſoner, and not from Baldwin; and therefore 
what the Priſoner has ſaid in his Defence by way of ob- 
ject ion to Baldwin's evidence, does not, in my apprehen- 
nic , weigh much in the conſiderat ion of this queſtion. 

Tench then proceeds to ſay, upon being croſs examined 
by the Priſoner himſelf, that he knows the cannifter very 


| E by the ſeam in it, and that he knows the ſeam 


y its being very bad ſolder; that he took particular 


noties ef the bad neſs of the ſolder when the Priſoner - 
came, and that be can ſwear to that ſolder any where: 
that be Knows the Priſoner by his perſon; be thinks al- 
- {fo Sy his hair, but he is pohtive that he had the ſame 


ſort of coat on as he has now, He ſays he does not-pre- 


tench te fecollect the particular day that he made the 


canniſter. 


a 


Blizebeth Boxell ſays, that ſhe ſaw the Priſoner the day 
before theRope=houfe was on fire at her own houſe, in Bar- 


Tack-ſtreer, 


— 
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rack-ſireet, Portſmouth : that he took a lodging of her-. 


but obſerved it was not the ſame candle ſhe had carried. ups | 
e 


* 
— 


dow, and inſiſted upon its being kept open. I ſay, Gen- 
E 


ne 


paration of combuſtible matter over night, and next 
morning; the fire happens that very day. That, there? 
fore, you will take as one circumſtance, She then men- 
tions another, which turns out to be alſo material; Which 
15, that on the Friday, looking into the Priſoner's bundle, 
the found in it part of an old ſhirt, and a pair of leather 
reeches, upon a tin caſe : now you have had it in evidence } : 
that a tin caſe was found in the Hemp-houſe : ſhe ſays, ſhe. 
viewed this tin caſe a qurter of an hour, and ther Store 18 - 
very particular in {wearing that it is as much like the.gaie, __ 
which has been produced to you, as any thing can be.  . 
She ſays, the was ſo much alarmed at his proceedings, * 
| | | | 5 


— 
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mne ordered him out of her houſe ; and, indeed, ſhe ſays 
that ſhe wanld not quit the room. He ſaid he wanted his 
candle; the bid him take it as he went down: that, bye 
and bye, may turn out alſo to be a circumſtance fit to be 
remembered. She ſays he took away the bundle ; but 


ſhe does not know whether the canniſter was in it at that 


time: ſhe had ſeen it on the Friday, and this was on the 
Saturday. Then Mr. Commiſſioner Gambier produces 
the bundle which he received from his clerk, John Jef- 
fereys, on the twenty-firſt of February; it i -thewn to 
| —_ 880 who ſays ſhe does believe that to be the ſame 

idle. 5 OT 

John Jeffereys, who delivered the bundle to Mr. Gam- 
bier, ſays, that he has no doubt about the handkerchief, 
which incloſes the contents, being the ſame : He ſays that 
on the evening of the 20th of February, he had orders to 


ſearch all about, and particularly in North-ſtreet, and he 


found the bundle in North-ſtreet, at a Mrs. Cole's. 
Mrs. Cole being called, ſays, that the knows the Priſoner ; 
that he came to her houſe on the day of the fire, and took 


a lodging there; that he left a bundle; and looking at the 

bundle now produced, ſhe ſays it has all the appearance 

of being the ſame bundle. Mr. Jeffereys, and another 
ſon}, the ſays, had it from her; that ſhe never opened 


| A hill ſhe had it; that the bundle was not tied quite 


_.. Cloſe, and the ſaw a little way into it. She ſays the Pri- 
ſoner came to her houſe: in the forenoon : that he ſtaid 


about a quarter of an hour, and went out about eleven or 


twelve o'clock. _ 


William Abram, a blackſmith at Portſmouth, ſays he 
| d in the ſame room with the Priſoner at Mrs. Boxall's; 


the Priſoner aſked the witneſs if there was any preſſing? 
Hie ſaid, Yes there was a pretty hot preſs. The Priſoner 
ſaid, ſuppoſe they were to take up fuch a man as me; 1 


| could give no ot iger account of myſelf but from writiags 
in my pocket? Then he aſked, it a man was to get into 
the Jultice's hand, could there be ary way of eſcaping ? 
The witneſs ſaid no. Why not eſcape ? - ſaid the Priſoner. 
Why there are very high walls. Why, is there no way 
of getting over the walls? He ſaid no. The witneſs ſays, 
that then the Priſoner ſaid there was one Brookes in Ne- 
gate, that he knew would be hanged. He ſays the Pri- 
loner had y2How buckles on, but he cannet fwear to the 

buckles that are ſnie vn him (which are part uf the contents 


5 of the bundle] being thoſe backles, though they 8 the 
1 : ſame 
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fame 2 Now, upon this evidence, I would make 


this obſervation : 'That Abram proves the identity of the 


Priſoner: . He proves too his lodging at Mrs. Boxall's' 
houſe ; ſo that he confirms her evidence, and to his lodg- 


ing there at that particular time: And then the bent of the 


Priſoner's converſation with him, (for you are to take the 
whole evidence together) you may, perhaps, think implies 
that he then had 2 in contemplation, which might 


induce him to wiſh to make his eſcape. : 


The next witneſs is John Baldwin: This, you fee, is 
the material witneſs, upon whoſe account very much will 
depend. I did read over his evidence before to the Pri- 
ſoner, as he wiſhed to hear it; but I will repeat it now to 
you. John Baldwin ſays he firſt ſaw the Priſoner on the 
ſeventh. of February, at Sir John Fielding's, having been 
ſent there by my Lord Temple, becauſe he thought he 


might know the Priſoner, as he was a painter, and had 


lived in America, and the Priſoner was deſoribed as having 
been there. He ſays that he himſelf had been at Amboy, 


at New York, and at Philadelphia: He ſays he told Sir 


— Fielding that he had never ſeen the Priſoner; that the 
Priſener heard him ſay ſo, and made him a bow: He 
afterwards ſaw the Priſoner in another room, and the Pri- 


ſoner beckoned to him, and he ſat down by him; and then 


he entered into a little diſcourſe, and aſked him who he knew / 

there? He: mentioned ſeveral people, particularly ſome 

painters; and he told him, 1 not like the other 
© 


evidences, who have ſworn falſely, but you are a gentle- 


man, and I with it was in my power to make you a ſatis- 
faction; and ſaid he ſhould be glad to ſee him in New | 


Prifon : He ſays, at near four o'clock he went there; he 
went into a corner between the two gates, and there he 
diſcourſed a good deal with him about America, and de- 


ſired him to come again the next day. Lord Temple 
ſent him, in conſequence of this, to Lord George Ger- 
main; and they both thought it material that he ſhould 
go to the priſon. Accordingly he went again the next day, 
and had a good deal of diicourſe with the Priſoner ; The | 
. d him he found he was an American by prin- 
W but what countryman was he? He ſaid he Was a 
ellhman.; *© Why,” ſaid he, I find you are intereſted 
for America, however. Then, he ſays, he told be 
Priſoner that he was married at Amboy, and they talk 


ahout the 


- 
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# 
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e witneſs's family. He waited upon him, he 
lays, from. day to day, Wl the fifteenth; and in 3 


> ＋ 60 ] | | 
of all that time, nothing but general diſcourſe —.— ys 
on the ſubje& of America; but upon the fifteenth he 
made material diſcoyeries ; he then began, and he told 
him all the particulars. ' Edo not mean that he told him 
all upon the -fafteenth of February; but I collected from 
his evidence, that the ſubſtance of what he has told you, 
all paſſed ſubſequent to the fourteenth of February; and 
among other things, he aſked him, Do you know one 
Mr. Dean!“ He ſaid no. What not Mr. Dean, employed 
at Paris „ Congreſs ! No. What not Silas 
Dean l' -No.— “ He is a fine fellow: I believe Benja- 
min Franklin is employed about the fame errand.” And 
then he told him that he had taken a view of moſt of the 
Dock-yards and fortifications about England, and par- 
ticularly the number of guns in each ſhip of the Navy, 
and the weight of their metal, and the number of men; 
2222 8 faid he had been at Paris two or three times, to in- 
m Silas Dean of the particulars of what he found in 
the Dock-yards; that Silas Dean was greatly pleaſed with 
what he had done, and he acquainted Silas Dean in what 
manner the Dock-yards were to be ſet on fire ; and Mr, 
Dean was amazed he could undertake to execute it in ſuch 
amanner alone; but he told him he would do more exe- 
cution than he could imagine, or any perſon upon the 
face of the earth. Dean aſked him what. money he 
wanted to carry his ſcheme into execution ? He 1aid not 
much; that he expected to be rewarded according to his 
merit. Silas Dean, however, he ſaid, gave him bills to 
the amount of Zool. and letters to a great man, a con- 
ſiderable merchant in the city of London. In his diſ- 


cCaurie With the witneſs, he expreſſed his anxiety to know 


whether my Lord Cornwallis had been defeated in Ame- 
rica; he ſaid he knew Waſhington perſonally, and behev- 
1 ed him to be abler than General E Owe. That he would 
watch and harraſs General Howe, and he was ſure the 
Americans would conquer chis winter; but the grand 
campaign was to be in the ſummer. He ſaid he only 
wanted a fe experieneed officers, which he believed would 
be ſupplied from France. That Silas Dean was appoint- 
ed at Faris for that purpofe, and to buy: ſtores and am- 
munition z but as to cannon ball, they had enough in 


America, particularly ſomewhere in Maryland, to ſupply 


all Europe : and like ie pitch, tar, and turpentine. He 
ſays, froin the ſeventh of February to chetwenty-fourth, 
he was with him every- day, and moſtly twice a day: the 
Priſoner told him, among other things, that he 1 at 

. over - 
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Dover from Paris, and went to Cantexbury; Now here you 


feg-appears the materiality. of the amen, evidence. 
beſp 


hac he wont into a ſhop at Canterbury, and heſpoke a ma- 
chine ce be made which they called a canniſter: the maſter 
to whom he applied, he ſaid, was. a ſtupid fellow, and did 
not underſtandas him zubut the boy , was. morę ingeniqus, 
thaughzihe Was obliged to ſtay by him taũnſtruct him. 
New:that boy; you fee, has been ealled, and confirms this 
part af Baldwin's evidence, by ſwearing enen e 
| Prifanes, being the man who came to his maſter's ſhop, 
who: beſpoke: the ee for whom he made the can- 
niſter, and who took away the canniſter, That the Pri- 
ſoner told him he gave the boy ſomething to drink, and 
then he went into a public-houſe with the canniſter under 
the breaſt of his, coat; that there was a 22 2 in the 
houſe; with whom. he Bad ſome words, and that the dra- 
goon opened his goat to ſee hat he had in it. The dragoon, 
you will recollect, is called, and he confirms this ſtory, 
noi directly, but in ſuch a way as leayes very little room 
to doubt about iti: He does not, you will. recollect, ſwear 
pofitively to feeing:the actual canniſter itſelf, but he ſaw 
ſomething under the. breaſt of the Priſoner's coat ſhining 
and glittering like tin: Aud he mentians the circumſtance 
of the Priſoner's having had a quarrel with his comrade, 
which the other: dragoon alſo confirms him in, though 
both of them ;{wear cautioufly to the identity of the Pri- 
ſoner. The witneſs — the Priſoner told him, that from 
thence he went to Portſmquth, where he took k lodgiag at 
Mrs. Boxell's, and there he tried his preparations. Now 
Gentlemen, I think I am warranted in ſaying that Mrs. 
Boxell's evidence was very material, inaſmuch as be him 
ſelt, in his diſcourſe: with the witneſs, has con fir med her 
teſtimony in the ſtrongeſt degree; for he teils him here 
what ſhe: told you before, hat he was employed in her 
houſe in preparing and in try ing theſe: combuſtibles. He 
goes on, and ſays, that there were matches made by a ſheet 
of whited-brewa paper, being folded up in ten or twelve 
folds ; and he told him this was the method in which be 
made them in order to be done over: with a compoſition of 
charcoal and: gun-poWder; that is a ſmall circumſtance ag 
it paſſes; but you willi recollect ĩt preſently as being, per- 
haps, material: The charcoal, he ſaid, mult; de figel 
pounded upon a colour - ſtone, ſuch: as painters uſe, in 
order to make it effectual; he ſaid the paper muſt be 
doubled befoie it was done, in order to prevent itt 
cracking. — Now there was a witneſs called _ | 
| | wards, 
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Wards, relative to what paſſed at Briffol,' who is a 
painter. You will recolle&'I was deſirous that ke ſhould 
meet clear of dropping any thing about the calamity that 
we have all heard of at Briſtol ; becauſe we are not now 
in charity, or juſtice, at liberty; to ſuppoſe that this Pri. 
ſoner had any the remoteſt connection with what happened 
at Briſtol. But the evidence was material in xhis Way, to 
prove him at Briſtol, merely for the putpoſe of conhem- 
ing that part of Baldwin's evidence; where he faid the 
. Priſoner told him be went afterwards to Briſtol, and to 


prove him to have been with Maſon, the painter, It ſhews 


too, that he knew how to make this preparation, and that, 
3ot: „ be did himſelf apply to the painter to grind char- 


| coal upon a ſtone, for ſome purpoſe or other; what that 


purpoſe was is no confideration of our's, nor was that the 
view with which the evidence was called: But, however, 
he knew that was the method of grinding charcoal; and 
therefore it confirms Baldwin, in ſome meaſure, in this 
part'of his relation. The witneſs ſays he told him that 
the gunpowder. does not require much grinding; that 
might be maſhed with a knife, as painters mix vermillion; 
bot they muſt be very particular in mixing theſe two 
bodies together; the charcoal is gioupd in water, then 
mixed op to the conſiſtency of new milk, and then with a 
{mall bruſh, the paper that is to make the match, is paint- 
ed over with it: and it is ſo managed, that the match will 
taſt twenty-four hours. Yoa- will imagine, Idare ſay, 
without my telling you, that it is heyy ac 
who intends to carry into execution fuch a purpoſe as this, 
that it ſhould not be execated too ſoon : it is of .impor- 
tance that it ſhould be ſome time about, in order to facili- 
tate the party's eſcape; and therefore it is to be fo con- 
trived, that it is not inſtantly to take fire. He told the 
witneſs he lodged at Mrs. Boxell's one night, but ſhe was a 
very impudent woman, for ſhe had opened his bundle 


during his abſence. The tin machine, he ſaid, was a 
curious conſtruction of bis own invention; and in all 


that we all go along with him: It moſt certainly is a 
eutious invention; and it is only a pity that it was for 
ſuch a purpoſe, He told him he had a wooden box, which 
was made with a hole in the centre, to put a candle into 
it; and in that box he put tay, turpentine, and hemp. He 


ſaid the eanniſter fitted the box ſe well, that when the 


candle was put in it, nobody could perceive any light: 
Then he told him, that on the fixth of December, he 
. ES Wenk 


for any perſon, 
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went into the yard, and pot into the Hemp-houſe, where 
there was a deal of hemp, ſo tight matted, that he could 


1 


hardly K apart; that he pulled his coat off to work at 


it; and inen, after lighreving the hemp, he placed the 
canniſter over the tox with à ſmall candle in it. Now. 
Gentlemen, you will recolle& that Mrs. Boxell told ho 


he was very deſirous of having a candle when he went 
away from her houſe, and that ſhe told him he might take 


one as he went down ftaits, le ſaid he ſprinkled ſome 
turpentine about the hemp that was round it; and when 


he had done that, it was ſometime before he (ond Wis | 


coat; and When he found it, there was a good dea 

hemp Jicking about it, which tie endeavoured to get off: 
He then went out of the Hemp-houſe, and got into the 
Rope-houſe, and he laid down a quart bottle of ſpirits of 


turpentine upon its f{de, with hemp in it inſtead of a cork : 


He ſaid cloſe* to the hemp he laid a piece of paper, with 
dry gunpowder in it, and to the paper, where the N 
was, one of theſe matches; and over the powder te laid 
ſome hemp eue 

about 


1 


» 3 

C 

©. 
4 


eff: tually for doing complete miſchief, He ſaid, that as 
ſoon as the fite of the maich touched the powder, it would 


let it all of a blaze preſently ; and that by cutting theſe 
matches into pieces, it would anſwer to any time, fo that 


he might make his eſcape. © He told him, that the hext 
day, which was the ſeventh, he went from Mrs. Boxell's, 


and took two other lodgings, one at a public houſe, the 


other at a private houfe; and he took particular notice, 
beſore he took the Jod ings, which houſes had the molt 


wood about them; and he taid he had theſe combuſlibles 
ready for ſetti ng thofe two bouſes on fire, on the ſame day 


that he ſet fte to the Rope-yard, in order that he might 
keep the engines engaged, He told the woman at the 
loegings he took on the Common, that he, was bon to 


Petersfield; and begged her to take care of his bundle; 
that bundle 'you have an account of: After that he went 
into the Dock yard, in order to ſet fire to the Hemp-houſe, 


and the Rope-houſe. He firſt, he ſaid, went into the Hemp- 
hovſe, and ſtruck” a light; but the matches were very 
damp, and he could not get the ſulphur. to take, and he. 


+ Pr 


waſted in the trial the whole box full of tinder, and blew 


„d it till he almoſt burnt his lips: Then he W away 
©» 22711 <ab8 © | 3 1 . i | l , * 2 whe rom 8 
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rewed, and à quart af turpentine 

Now, Gentlemen, if you believre 
the fact, upon this account, to be ſure it is. impoſſible to 
conceive that any man could take his meaſures more 


11 
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among other thipęs, a piſtol, an Ovid's er 
by 


* * 
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houſe, in deſpair of ſetting fir 


That led to the powder. This is the account he 4 f of 


eee horch of matches tHe day be 
ofa” wo 


T 


ſee, are found in it. And in that paſſport, he. ſai 
but, however, as it was in Frome he did not imagine 


mind to ſhoot at the windows of the we+ 


before he brought over: from Silas Dean).on account of. 
the behaviour of Mrs; Boxell, for he evidently ſuſpected 


e ſaid,foon after he left the yard, he jumped into a cart, 


and deſired the woman to drive quick. This, you fee, its 


quent rc of the eviderice, and. cotifirnis Baldwin, in 


_ wh, by (cy Ty. es Ay Ao es An ens LE LL 
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f, poſitively confirmed by the woman who drove the very cart. 
nd He rode in it two. miles, and gave her ſix-pence to 30 
ch quick; that he had near four miles to go before he paſſod 
of. the ceotries, and therefore was very Jofiroas of | ra; | 
id, paſt them; and that two minutes after he had paſſed tbem, 
e- he looked back and ſaw the flames, and the very elemenis 
he ſeemed in a blaze; he walked all the way to London; 
in and in the road between the laſt centry and Kingſton, W ʃ 1 
but dogs barked at him; he ſhot at one of them, and believed 
at he killed or -wounded bim. The next morning, being 
get Sunday, he got to Kingſton, and waited there (ll near 
5, daſk ; he then came in the ſtage to London, and waited 
get upon the great man, the merchant, in the city; and be 
he told him that he had a letter and bills upon him from 
og Silas Dean at Paris, but which he had been obliged to 
er- burn. The merchant, he ſaid, ſeemed very ſhy of him, 
ch and ſaid he had received no ſuch accounts from Paris; hz - 
ta anſwered, that he might think what he pleaſed, but that 
ot he was an enemy to Great Britain, and a friend to Ame- 
525 rica; and that he had ſet fire to the Rope-houſe at Port/- 
ez mouth, which he would ſee in the papers on Monday. 
th Baldwin ſaid he could not get the name of the merchant 
Al from him, but the Priſoner laid the merchant appointed 
d, to meet him at a Coffee-houſe, and the gentleman waited. 
2 there accordingly for him; they diſcoutſed a littie ioge- 
" ther, but the gencleman ſeemed ſtill ſhy of him; and another: 
ou eatleman in the Coffee-houſe raking particular notice ot 
a8 im, he did not care to ſtop long,. He was ſo angry that 
83 the gentleman would not believe him, that be got up and. 
ne went co Hamme:fmith, from whence he wrote to him, 
nd and ſaid he was going to Briſtol, where he would hear 
10t more of his handy works: Aud you will remember there 
ſe, is a jubfequehht evidence, Maſon, the painter, who. tellz. 
lat you he {aw Him at Briſtol, He ſaid, he arrived ac Briflol. 
at Wl a few gays before Cnriſtmas; that he got leave of a pain- 
7 ter there to grind fome charcoal upon a colour ſtone of 
Ils bis, and that the painter took notice be was long about 
Mm: it, That painter, you tecollect, has been called, who t: 1s 
of. you that the P:iſoner did apply io him tor che pute of 
ed. grinding charcoal upon a colour. ſtone, and he did a d. 
es, lagiy ſo grind it. Then che wieneſs fays that he gave a4 
Is, account of ts, from day to day, to Lord Temple, an! 
Iz, Lud George Germain; an: he menirned that the igth 
t, was tne fire day that the Priſoner dilcl ted any of ne 


Paliculars to him. Now, Gzailcmen, you fee {rom rig: 
8 705 bh 9 man's 
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man's evidence thete is an exceeding Clear; intelligible, and 
conſiſtent kiſtory given; but if this e | 


ſiſtent as it 1s, were. vhſiſpported by other evidence, one 
might perhaps eptertain-ſome doubts About'it ;/bur-where 
you find ir confirmed. in almoſt every material paſſage, 
where you find it not conttadicted in any one circumſtarice, 
you moſt then, I think, feel it, when . | 
be a very ſtrong body of evidence indeed. ' WP 
Edward Evans, who is ohe of the dragoops, Tays, that he 


was at Canterbury from Octoher till the firſt of February. 


But you will obſerve, that he does not pretend to ſwear 
poſitively to-the 2 for he 1 7 the N much 
altered ſince he {aw hint, though he believes him 

ſame. He ſays it was about the end of October, or be- 


ginning of November, that he ſaw him there, and that too 


you ſee. is cantragictory, to. the wg a! evidences ;' as to the 
preciſe time they do not agree, as I t ub 

owever, he agrees in this material article, which came 
from the priſoner's own mouth to Mr. Baldwin, that he was 


there at the time when he had a quarrel with him; in fact, 


the witneſz ſays he had a quarrel with him, (ſuppoſing the 
priſoner to he the perſon) at Canterbury, and he then ſays 
that the priſoner had on a brown ſurtqut coat, but he dil 
not ſee what Was under his coat. 
The next witneſs is James. Wilſon, the comrade of the 
laſt witneſs, who was there at the ſame time, and who ſays 
that he really thinks the priſoners the ſame perſon, though 
| he will not poſitively ſwear to him, and that the dreſs was 
the ſame as he is in now); he remembers that there was a 
diſpute between his comrade and him, and he ſays he did 
obſerve ſomething white under his coat, which gliſtened like 


rms . 9 5 1 : - 3 4 4 25 p 
John Fiſher, lives at Mr. Tuck's at Canterbury who is 
a tin man: he ſays he thinks he has ſeen the priſoner, and 
he believes it to be about fu or ſeven weeks before Chriit- 
mas that he ſaw him in his maſter's ſhop ; you ſee they all 
vary a little as to the time: he ſays the priſoner ard 
tv canniſters, and he ordered them to be made of a long 
ſquare ſhape; and one of them j — produced now to 
him, he believes it to be the ſame; and he ſays he does 


not know why the priſoner did not take them away, but 
he left them at their ſhop : however, he ſays, the priſoner 
called once for them, but they were not then compleated- 
Now, gentlemen, upon this man's evidence you will na- 
turally make this obſervation, that the perſon, be he _ 
N | | 2 . 


authenticated, to 


m to be the 


told you before; but, 


— 
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may, that wanted this tin box, certainly wanted more than 
'one, why he did not — them all at the) ſame ſhop, 
cannot well be acconntee for, unleſs it be that he thoug 
ſo many at one place might lead to ſome ſuſpicion. Ho 
ever, the fact turns out to be, that he did not ſtay for theſe 
two being made; they were left behind, and he only carried 


off that Which has been fung 


* * 


: Witham Bakdy is next ealted ; and he proves the priſoner” 
not only in the Dock-yard, but in this very building, on the 
ſeventh of December. The witneſs ſays he is à rope- 


maker, that he has ſeen the priſoner in the Dock-yard 3 he 
ſays he ſaw the priſoner. in the rope-houſe on the lower 
floor, about: an + ws} we from the eaſt end of it, on 
Saturday the. ſeventh: of December, between eleven and 
twelve o' clock; which was the day of the fire. - He ſays he 
ſaw the priſoner come down. from the -npper part of it. 
'Now that too confirms the ſtory that Baldwin has tald;; for 
the priſoner ſaid he was firſt in the lower part, that he 
could not get out there, and then he went. inta the ugper 
art; the witneſs mentions an immaterial paſſage, Which 
Ineed not repeat to you, about picking up a ſmall ſtone, 
and he had a little diſcourſe with him: that was only aſd 
to ſatisfy you that he was ſo long in converſation with the 
priſoner,” that; he could not make any. miſfake about! his 
perſon, but that he was the man; he ſtayed five or fix i- 
uutes with him, and then left him: he fays he fawihim ? 
73 about ten minutes or a quarter of an hoor after this at the © 
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h eaſt end of the ſame floor coming down ſtairs; and then 
28 one William Weſton being with the witneſs; the: priſoner 
2 id to Weſton, How do you do?“ holding gut his 
id hands to him; and he, thinking him to be an acquaintance 
bs of his, did not ſtay to hear his converſation with him, but 
| went away. He cloſes his evidence with ſaying, that, 
ig from ſeeing him at thefe different times, he is certam hes - 
1d Lethe mani „ 
t- William Weſton fays, that to the beſt .of his recolleRinn : - 
ill he ſaw the priſoner in the rope-houſe the day the fire;was, 
ed lle had very little converfation with him at that time; 
18 but he is poſitive it was the ſame man; for he had ſeen him, 
to he ſays, feven weeks hefore walking about in the Dock; ir- 
es did. not however ſee him comè don ſtairs: theſe two: Wir- 
ut neſfes then, as far as their evidence goes, prove him to have 
been in the Dock-yard, and in « nat tory building in che 
Dock. yard, upan the day when the fire happened. 
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Edward Carey, a ſhipwtight, ſays, he was at Fort out 
tze day before the fire; and that night he remembers a 
perſon being ſhut up in the rope-houſe; he heard. perſon 
making a noiſe in the r6pe-houſe, who ſaid he was locked 
m, and deſired him to jet him out; the witneſs [aid he could 
not, and went away; fo that little curcumſtance too, men- 
tioned by Baldwin; you ſee is confirmed by this witneſs; he 
remembers a perſon being locked up in the rops-bouſe, byt 
you will obſerve that he | not pretend to ſay that perſon 
—_—_—— _— ͤͤ 
Then Ann Hopkins is called. She is. the woman that 
drove the cart that day from Portſmouth, into which you 
recollect he told Baldwin that he got. She ſays ſhe ſaw 
the priſoner the gay that the Dock was on fire at about 
four or half an hour paſt four in the afternoon. At thät 
time ſhe was coming from the market; ſhe ſaw him firſt 
between the Bull and Coſham 7 ſhe did not fee him till he 
came up cloſe to her; he ſtopped her and aſked her where 
ſhe was going ? She faid, a little way; he ſaid he would 
e her any thing to give him a lift, for he was going to 
Petersfield that night, and was afraid he ſhould be belated; 
and entreated her to. drive as faſt as ſhe eould. When he 
me into the cart, ſhe obſerved he was much out of breath; 
e told him ſhe was to ſtop to buy a pair of pattens; ſhe 
did accordingly ſtop at a ſfop; ſhe was to pay a ihilling 


. 
- 


or them; the priſoner threw down ſix-pence,.'and then he 
fad, he wiſhed he could get a e when 
me ſtopped a little hefdre ſhe eame to her. own houſe to give 
her horſe ſome drink; he jumped out, and ran away along 
the. London road; Now, wich reſpect to this evidence, to 
be ſure; any perſon, totally unconcerned in any gult 
. "deed; might be anxious to get to Petersfield j might be 
afraid bf being benighted; might wiſh her to drive very 
.. Faſt; all that might happen very naturally without any 
, - Imputation updn the party; but, as I aid before, you are 
do take this caſe with all its circumſtances together”; and 
+ every little circumſtance wezghs ſomething ;. and if you 
_ , Thould trace the pri ſoner to the very place, almoſt to the mo- 
ment of the fire, if you trace him leaving the place imme- 
diately after, and being in this ſtate, out of, breath; eager to 
get of, preſſing the woman to drive on, anxious to get a te- 
tdiurncd chaiſe, jumping out, and running forward when ſhe 
 Ropped; [laying theſe cireumſtances together, with all the 
Fckers, to be ſore ' you will be juſtified if you entertain 
ſome ſuſpicions about his motive. But all this ar 
Welgn, 
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weigh, together with the many various circumſtances of the 
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Yn Elizabeth Gentell ſays; ſhe lives on Portſmouth Com- 
d mon. She ſaw the priſoner at her houſe the day before the 
Id fire; he came there and aſked her for a halfpenny worth of 
ns matches. That you ſee, gentlemen, is another circumſtance 
le that has been proved to you, as coming from himſelf to 
ut Baldwin; that he bought a 2 worth of matches of 
mM a woman at Portſmouth. She ſays he aſked particularly if 
| the matches would take quick ? He took a bundle and tried 
it one or to of them, and then he took out. ſome money, 
* and paid her a halfpenny. She ſays ſhe is ſure he is the 
* ſame perſon. Now, upon this evidence, it is for your con- 
wit ſideration whether a man, going to buy matches, would or 
it would not ſhew fuch am anxiety about their being particu- 
|  larly-well made; and there is one mare obſervation, which 
ie I would make to you, that the man who goes to buy a half- 
25 penny worth of matches for his own uſe, is hardly ſuch a 
1d man as could afford to expreſs a deſire of meeting with a poſt 
55 chaiſe to carry him to Petersfield. . 
J; The next witneſs is John Illenden, who is a ſurgeon and 
he .apothecary., He ſays, that as far as human poſſibility cah 
13 7 0 the priſoner is the perſon whom he ſa at Canterbury, 
be three or four days before or after the twentieth of Novem- 


ber; and that he is particularly clear that he is the man, 
| becauſe he came to his ſhop to buy two ounces of ſpirits 
of turpentine, and a quarter of. a pound of ſalt-petre. 
Now, gentlemen, theſe things you will feel a man might 
innocently buy, at the time you are recollecting that theſe 
materials have been found upon the ſpot, and That they are 
materials neceſſafy for combuſtion. n. 
Mary Biſhop ſays, that the priſoner was at her houſe at 
Canterbury, between Michaeſmas and Chriſtmas ; fo that 
ſhe ſpeaks yery vaguely about the time; ſhe cannot be poſt- 
tive When it was, but ſhe remembers one circumſtance (be- 
lieving it to be the priſoner) that he told her he had been in- 
terrupted by, that is, that he had had a quarrel with a dra- 
goon at the White Horſe, and he told her in converſation 
that he came from America on account of the diſtur- 
bances; but he aſked her a material queſtion, and that 
Was, whether he could get a wooden thing made, which 
ſme did not know what name to give to; but the qu en 
engine, that is produced, being ſhewn to her, ſhe fays, 
upon her directing him to ſome man, who could make it 
for him, that ſhe faw ſomething which a Mr. Overſhaw's + 
5 e apprentice 
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Apprentice r for the priſoner in the afternoon of the 
ſame day, and that he put it under his coat, wiſhing not to 
have it ſeen. The Oounſel very pr une the woman 

what was become of the apprentice ? becauſe uadoubtedly 
they ought not to have ſtopped ſhort, without calling the 
apprentice ;- but the apprentice;ſhe ſays; is dead, therefore 
we cannot have any clearer or fuller' evidence upon this 
raatter.” Then, upon looking on this wooden machine, ſhe 
— N is as near, as ſhe can gueſs, like that thing ſhe ſaw. 

0 Ebt to the priſoner. 33 Web ITS THER, 1 * FINS: *: 
Iehn Dalby is the perſon who apprehended the priſoner, 
© \ he 15 calfed toprove what de- Wund upon bim! he ſays 
the erstere aden him a piſtol primed and Joaded with. 
ſhore he had a piſtol tinder-box, Which was alſo primed ;. 
and he had aſauff-bax full of tinder. Now, gentlemen, 
that is à little circumſtance” that is uncommon; a man's 
carrying about with him a piſtol tinder-box to ſtrike a light 
may very well be 5 but he ſeidom carries more tinder than 
that piſtol tinder-box will hold; for if ever you ſaw one of 
theſe, you muſt. know there Part of it made to hold tin 
der in ; but, however; over and above that, he had a ſnuff- 
box all of tinder, and he had apowder-horn with ſome gun- 
powder in it. Te ſays, hie had alſo: two bundles of 
matches. You-remember he was diſcontented with the 
matches Winch he tried, and went out of the Dock-yard 

Thomaz Maſon ſays he lives at Briſtol, and is by trade 

e that the Priſoner called on him the day after 

Chriſtmas Day, and aſked him to let him grind: a piece of 
charcoal upon ths tolcur-ftone, Which de did: This is 

only material to. ſhew that be was at Briſtol, . as Baldwin 

mentioned he was, and that he knew, in fact, what uſe the 
colour ſtane could be applied to. 

Then, Gentlemen, the only remaining evidence is the 

contents of the bundle. The bundle bas been opened, 

and in it is found the paſſport; from the French King, 
about which be expreſſed ſo much anxiety, leſt it ſhould 
lead to a diſcovery. That paſſport is dated the x3th of 

November; it is in the common form, to grant bim free 

permiſſion to go out of the kingdom, and to continue in 

— 5 for one month from the date. Beſides that, there 

was Ovid's Metamorphoſes, and a Treatiſe of the Arms 

and Engines of War, and Fire - works, and the-Juſtin, the 
books he mentioned to Baldwin, and the piſtol, and Tana 
S ee 1 ee e 
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fore it is, ihat the wiſdom of 3h he Jaw 


Fg Gentlemen, I 
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few ober things s. This, an is 11 the evidence 
in ſupport. of the. ors echtion. L 
Thee Priſoner has called no witneſſes; but be has reſted 
his-Sefen 7 chief] ON the, 1 5 tha t you ought to give 
to the evidence Ba A . becauſe, he fays; that a man 


who mas 1 8 55 fre Lp this ou of Jl from — 
8 


uſtice. 
t to tell pro 


now, . in poige of op Gere dn no objeion. 10 this 
man's teſtimony ;; and from the manyer in which he came 
by the Knowledge, which, he has, now fyrbjſhed us witt, 
Ido not ſee that. ere was any thing yhjch, « can lead you 
is ſuppoſe that Bald win, Was t! A firſt mover with him, or 
ſhot. de preyailed upon "the Priſoner do diſcloſe the ſeerer-; - 
de it. thoala 7 14 Ic cam Som 1 ae unt, ma 
thopgh it vun gubtedly upon the idea that this man 
5 ; becauſe, 1f you do not ſuppoſe that, yoa 


was frie 
muſt fee him madder than any man that ever was 
born. He certainly thought him his friend, and he there 


fore did. diſcloſe all this to him. 


Gentlemen, one has only to ſay farther, that if this | 
point of honour, was to be fo ſecred,, as that a man who. 
comes by knowledge of this ſort from: an offender, was 
not to — at een, to di Fele it, the moſt attrocious 
criminals would every day e fcape puniſhment ; and there= 

e nothing of 
that point of honour *If the 9009 is Fi legal witnels; you 
are bound. to. receive his teſti oy ging it, however, 
that weight only which. yon think it d ſerves 5, 3 for it is al- 


ways in the breaſt of the Jury to conſider of the Jes e of 


lights a legal witneſs, you. are ſtill td be che ju 
5 j 1 you * that Takei becauſe, be. liſtened..to 
this tale-ſo-many days, and difeloſd it as eard. it, to 
the great Officers of State, and has diſcloſed 1. now in a 
Court of * 4 a man d whom belief cannot be 
given, in 8550 of che ſure 77 will fer alide his teſti- 
mony : But if you fee no ground do ſuppoſt that the man 
has poke 28 yoo. cannot then reject his Jelimoby. 
s lol ed gtready very Jong; 

fumming, up up 1675 20 be ng have ad ben as 

1 have gone on, to 11 yy er ſome -of the many'cir- 
caſe for Bur conſideration ;- and I do 


cumſtandes of this 
the Priſoner, as well as you, that if I had found my- 


: ſas t 
ſelf enabled in my conſcience to have ſuited.any thing 
Hl. | more 


credit they will give to every witneſs.” Let him 
fre. of his 
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more favourable for him, 1 would have been the firſt to 
have done it. But TT am ſitting here to do egual juſtice be- 
tween the Public and the Priſoner; and I was therefore 
bound to make thoſe obſervations which I have done, be- 
cauſe they ſtrike my conſcience, as being neceſſary and 
material. I thank God, however, Gentlemen, that you 
are to judge of theſe circumſtances: you are to lay them 
all together, and draw your conclufion from them: and 
if you believe that there is ſuch a train following one 
another, 1 had almoſt ſaid ſo irreſiſtibly, as that you can- 
not doubt. that 'in the firſt place the fire did happen by 
theſe combuſtibles, and then that the Priſoner. was the 
perſon who laid thoſe combuſtibles there, I ſhould ſup- 
poſe you can have no doubt but that he ſet this buildin 


on fire wilfully and malicioufſly. If, on the other hand, 
vou ſhould feel, thongh there are a great number of cir- , 


cumſtances tending in ſome degree to the proof of the fact, 
that your minds are not ſatisfied that it comes home to the 
.priſoner, if you are of that opinion, you ought to exerciſe 
dhe juriſdiction which you have, and acquit the priſoner. 

- I will ſay one thing more, and only one; you are bound 
by your oaths to give a true verdict ; and if the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe appear tua you decidedly ſtrong, you will 
of courſe give your verdict on that fide on which they pre- 
ponderate; but if you ſhauld think that they are ſtill ſo 
doubtful, as that you cannot ſatisfy your minds this was 


the very man who did the fact, in that caſe, in favour of 


life, you ought to acquit him. | 
3 The Jury almoſt immediately pronounced tbe Priſoner 


The Priſoner was then aſeed, in the uſual form, what 2 
had ro ſay why ſentence of death ſhould not be paged upon 
him, to which he replied, ©* I have nothing to ſay.”*. 

„r 

Mr, BARON HOT HAM. 1 

Priſoner, 3 e e 

Vou have been indicted, tried, and convicted of 2 
crime, which the law of this country has thought fit to 
make capital; and now the moſt painful moment that I 
have undergone in the courſe of this trial is arrived; for 


it is my duty to paſs upon you that dreadful 9 I 


4 


— 
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hall not interrupt thoſe feelings, which I truſt you have, 
by talking eo you of the enormity of the offence which 
ou have committed; becaule it is impoſſible for me, ot 
any man who hears me, to add a word by way of aggra- 
vation to it: And it has this in particular about it, that 
it cannot have been commitied from any motives of pri- 
vate malice, revenge, or lucre. It can have proceeded 
only from a general malignity of mind, which has broke 
ont in a deſire and a deſign not only to ruin one devoted 
individual, hut to involve every one of this audience, nay, 
the whole Engliſh nation, perhaps, in immediate ruin. 
You cannot therefore be ſuprized that the law has 
thought fit to puniſh ſuch a crime with death. You can 
as little be ſurprized, if, after you have been convicted 
upon the cleareſt evidence of this offence, I can give you 
no hope of pardon.“ It is impoſſible for me to ſay a 
word in your behalf: and therefore I muſt entreat and 
conjure you, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to prepare your- 
ſelf, during the few days you have to live, to meet the 
great God in another werld, and to aſk him there for that 
pardon which you could not receive in this; there it will 
de worth receiving: And attrocious as your crime has 
been, ſhort as the time is that you have to live, a ſincera 
repentance now on your part, may, and I hope in Go 
will, procure you mercy at his hands. I ſay all tnis 
not to taunt or diſtreſs you in your preſent unhappy fitua- 
tion, but merely from motives of humanity and religion. 
For you can not be ſuffered to live in this world; you maſt 
die, and that within a very few days. And-therefore, be- 
fore you go into eternity, for your ſoul's ſake, do what 
you can, that that eternity may be an eternity of bliſs 
inſlead of miſery, I have only now to pronounce the 
painful & ſentence of the law, which I am bound to do 
and I accordingly adjudge and order that you be hange 
by the neck uncil you ſhall be dead, and the Lord have 
mercy upon your ſoul. | 
' Priſoner. My Lord, I am exceedingly well ſatis ſied. 
be Priſoner ſaid, © I do not look for it, my Lord,” | 
4 —— eee mentioned the word PAINFUL, the Priſoner ſaid, 
(C-O-F- Y, } TC of N e | 
The voluntary Conrgss10N L JAMES AITKEN, 
commonly called JOHN the PAINTER, now @ Pri- 
ener in the County Goal of Southampton, and under Sen- 
_ tence of Death, for burning the Dock-yard at Poris 
mouth ; taken this 7th Day of March, 1777. jo 
5 8 SAITH, 


L941] "I 
 SAITH, That he was born at Edinburgh, the 28th of | 


September, 1752; his mother now living, as he believes, | 
Curiofity led him to Virginia, in America, at the age of 
twenty-one, as an adventurer to ſeek his fortune, Left 
America in March, 1775. 3 
In October, 1775, by the name of James Boſwell, inlift. 
ed a private ſoldier in the thirty-ſecond regiment, at 
e 4e E marched to Chatham next day, from whence 
he ſoon deſerted ;—was not concerned in the fire in Tem. 
ple-ſtreet, Briſtol, nor privy to it.—Broke into Mr. Mor. 
gan's warehouſe at Briſtol alone ;—no perſon concerned 
with him in that, or any other accident, that enſued in 
that city.—-He intended to ſet fire jo two houſes in Port(. 
mouth, in order to employ the engines, whilſt the fie 
might ſpread in the Rope-yard.—Broke into Mr. Mor. 
gan's waiehouſe at Briſtol in order to burn it, that the 
engines might be there employed, whilſt the ſhipping 
were burning, and the quay ; for which purpoſe he left a 
lighted candle burning in the ſaid warehouſe; and, be- 
cauſe that fire did not take effect, he afterwards ſet fire to 
the warehouſe in Quay-lane, by getting over the top of 
the door. Mr. Dean told him, when the work was done, 
(meaning burning the Dock yards at Portſmouth, Wool- 
wich, and Briſtol harbour, but not the houtes) he ſhould 
make his eſcape, and come, if poſſible, to him at Paris, 
and he ſhould be rewarded. As a reward, his own ex- 
pecta ions prompted him to hope that he ſhould be pte- 
erred to a commiſſion in the American aimy, 
When, after ſetting fire to the Rope-yard, he left Porti- 
mouth, (co wit) the next night, being Sunday,—he reach- 
ed London, and went to Doctor Bencratt, No. 4, Down- 
ing- ſtreet, Weſtminſter, to whom he had a verbal recom- 
mendation from Mr. Dean, who gave him at Paris the 
Doctor's name in writing, and place of abode; but the 
PDoctot would give him no countenance, and therefore did 
Hot reiate the particulars of the miſchiet he had done to 
him, but hinted to him, that he would ſoon ſee or hearty 
the N of an extraordinary accident that had hap- 
ened. 5 1 
And he afterwards wrote ſuch an account in a letter to 
him, which he left himſelf at the Doctor's bouſe with a 
erſon who came to the door, which, tor the ſake of truth, 
133 and witbout intention of caſting any ſlur on 
the character of an ingocent man. 2 
That h ſaw the Decor the day following in the Salo- 
tian Coffce=nouſe, and told him that he would do all the 
| | „„ prejudice 


ever. 3 
After leaving London, (to wit) a: High Wycombe, he 
broke into a houle, and took away a tew linens, conſiſt- 


£38) - 


prejudice he could to this kingdom : To which the Doc< 
cor replied, ** He could not be of opinion with him in 


that reſpect, for that he got his bread in this kingdom, 


and therefore would not be concerned with bim.” And 
ſceing that the Doctor did not approve of his conduct, he 
hoped he would not inform againſt him; to which the 
Doctor ſaid, He did not like to inform againſt any 
man.“ When at Paris, he was aſſiſted by Mr. Dean with 
twelve fix livre pieces; he aſked for no more, neither did 
hz receive from him any bank bill, draft, or note whats 


ing of caps, and handkerchiets, but nothing of value, He 
then went to Oxford, from thence to Abingdon, where he 
attempted to break into two houſes, ſilverſmiths, or watch- 


makers, but without effect. Fiom theace he went to 


Fairford, where he broke into a hcuſe, and took from 
thence a number of ſtockings and bandkeichiefs and 4 
metal watch, and near fifty ſhillings in filver and half- 
pence: The watch he pledged for fixteen ſhillings, in the 


name of James Hill, at a pawn-brokec's, in Caſtle-ſtreet, 


Briſtol, After this, without attempting any thing, but 


having prepared ſome of his ingredients, he went from 


Briftol to Plymouth, with intent to ſet fire to the Dock- 
yard there: Twice he reached the top of the wall, but 
the watchmen _— near, he could hear them talk ropes 
ther, eſpecially the la 
never committed, or attempted to commit, any rubbery 
but when he was like to be drove ſhort of m-ney, | 
After leaving Plymouth, he returned once more to Briſ- 
tol, with a determined reſolution then to ſet fire to the 
ſipping in the harbour; and in his way to Briſtol, at 
Taunton, he attempted to break into the houſe of a ſilver- 
ſmith, or watch- maker, without effect, . E 
He attempted the ſhipping a ſecond time, but on account 


of the vigilance and ſtrictneſs of the watch, then kept oa 
the Quay and in the ſhips, his attempt proved abortive. He 


likewiſe attempted on the Saturday morning, but in vain, 


to get into a ſtable or coach-houſe on the Quay,in order to 


{et fire to it; but ſeeing a man lying in a cart near the 

place, he deſiſted. „ 3 
On the Sunday morning following, he ſet fire to the 

warehouſe in Briſtol, in Quay Lane, which he efeftel in 


the following manner, (to wit) he bought ſome coarſe 


fax on the Quay, and ſom? turgentine at another place, 
e N Luc 
8 2 


it night, therefore he deſiſted. He 
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He left a parcel, with a piſtol and oth 


which gave riſe to t 


but where he cannot remember; and with thoſe and char. 


coal matches and gunpowder, and ſtriking a ſpark of light 
on tinder, to which he ſet a paper match, he effected his 
purpoſe. The match was made of touch PA r, and as 
that conſumed to the end, the powder being laid, and wrapt 


up likewiſe in touch paper, it of courſe took fire, and fo he 


preſumes it inftantly mounted into a blaze. Then he left 
the town, but ſeeing no fire behind, he returned back part 


of the way, till at laſt, hearing the city was on fire, he then 


went on to Sodbury, and ſo croſſing the country to Maſh- 
field, and to Chippenham and Calne. Bat the firſt night 
after the fire, be ſlept at Sodbury ; the ſecond night, he 
broke open the door of an out-houſe near it, where he ſlept, 


and left behind him in the morning a dark lanthorn. On 


the Wedneſday night he went to Calne, and being near 


ſhort of money, broke open Mr. Lowe's houſe ; which 


robbery, as it is known, he has no occaſion to enlarge upon, 
er things in the 


_ 


parcel, in the church porch of Calne, 
At Briftol, he firſt broke into Mr. Morgan's warehouſe, 
and there prepared the combuſtibles, for ſetting fire to the 


ſhipping. | | 
e never was in the 45th regiment ; neither did he go to 


America in any regiment. 


He never ſaid that one Brooks, or any other priſoner in 
Newgate, would be hanged, as was ſworn againit him upon 
his trial; neither doth he know any man by the name of 


Brooks. | 


His father was a blackſmith at Edinburgh, and he was 
apprenticed to a painter there, ſerved his time out, and 
then had his indentures delivered up, which he uſually car- 
ried about in his 7 and afterwards burnt them ; 

eſtory of his deſtroying papers to the 
value of three hundred pounds. = 

Thoſe were the things of value which he meant to ex- 
preſs by what he had burnt. | 

As to any merchant in London, or any other perſon, ex- 
cept Dr, Bencraft, he had no recommendation. to, or con- 
verſation with, reipeCting the many unhappy accidents be- 
fore related, | | | 

That he ſtopt a poſt-chaiſe between Portſmouth and 
Petersfield, with a gentleman and lady in it, ſome conſi- 
derable time before the fire, and robbed them of nine 


ſhillings and ſix-pence, of which he returned two ſhillings. 


The latter end of December, 1775, he inliſted at Chard 
in Somerſet, into the 13th regiment, with a recruiting 2 | 
t 


* 


jeant, and a few days after deſerted. 
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At Titchfield, as has been publickly mentioned, he fol- 
lowed the trade of a painter, al ſo at Birmingham with Mr, 
Robinſon, at Warrington, and many other places. 

That he had committed, and attempted to commit ſe- 
veral other robberies and burglaries; but of no material 
account to mention. „ 5 

Declares that all the acts herein mentioned of a public, 
as well as of a private nature, were of his own motion, 
and that he was not adviſed or inſtigated thereto by any 
perſon whatever, except what is before related, and that he 


had no accomplice. 


One other circumſtance ſtrikes his preſent recollection, 
which he is deſirous to mention; and which happened in 
the city of Norwich, at the houſe of Mr. Mark, where he 
ſtole two filver table ipoons, and a pair of ſilver buckles in 


the ſpring of 1770. 2 | 
| JAMES AIT KEN. 
Signed by James Aithen,and proteſted | 
y him do contain the truth 55 in 
the preſence of us, this 7th day of 
March, 1777; 2 4 
nan jeſty's Juſtices of 
2 8 i ORD, the Peace, in and 


for the city of 


| Es 5 Wincheſter. 

| J. LAWRENCE, of the Bear Inn, Devizes. 
Mr: Lawrence, of Devizes, who attended the unhappy 
criminal at Wincheſter, in conſequence of a letter received 
from him, and who was preſent-at, and atteſted his above 


confeſſion, received the following letter from bim ſince by | 


poſt. - Tis in his own hand writing, dated from Winch 

ter, immediately after receiving tie ſacrament, on Sun- 
day, the gth inſtant, and witneſſed by George Durnford, 
Ei 2 | i; | 


; Dear Mr. Lawrence, 3 NW 

I HAVE ſent you incloſed a further confeſſion of ſome 
particulars, which, with the others, I humbly: defire you 
will regulate into a proper ſtile, and publiſh them, for 
the ſatisfaction of the world, and the clearing of the inno- 
cent. N | 5 | 
I F humbly beg, for the compaſſion you have for me as a 


dying man, that you will Write to my ſorrowful mother 


concerning my unhappy fate; but in the ſofteſt terms poſ- 
fible, as her grief, I know; will be very great on hearing it. 
Dear Sir, may the peace of God abide with you always, 


Amen. G 3. x 1 James 1 


/ + 


I James Aitken, was born in the city of Edinburgh, 
was brought up from the gth to the 15th year of my age in 
Heriot's hoſpital, then was put apprentice to a painter for 
ſeven years, which time I ſerved out; after that I came to 
London, and from thence to America, as an indented ſer- 
vant with Captain John Robertſon ; but when there,I made 
a verbal agreement with him, to pay him 241. Virginia 
money, for my liberty, but after paying ſome of it to him, 
and alittle more of it to a Mr. Graham, I left that proving 
without paying the reſt of it, and went into North Caroli- 
na, from whence I failed to England, landing at Liverpool, 
May the 5th or 6th, 1775, where I have committed many 
enormous crimes ſince, many of which I have told you. 
Amongſt others, I ſtopt a chaiſe or litter near Cambridge, 
and took from the man a bad ſhilling, I think ſome time 
about the month of A:guft, 1776.—Some time after, I 
broke into a houſe near Warrington, viz. between that and 
Holmes Chapel, and took from thence handkerchiefs, and 
_ ether things, and of money ſomething leſs than 20 ſhil- 
lings, I think. After that I broke into a houſe in a town 
called Meriden, a few miles from Coventry, and theretook 
away a great quantity of handkerchiefs, ſixpence in filver, 
and ſome balfpence ; I believe this was in the beginning of 
October, 1776. After that, in a few days, and a few miles 
from Baiingftoke, I committed a rape upon a girl that was 
Keepin of ſheep, to my ſhame be it ſaid. | 

1 iwie committed a burglary in the houſe of Mr. 
Newman, glzzier, in Rumſey, and ſtole a few things out of 
Ky among which were two diamonds, ſuch as glaziers 
nie. 2 

geſides theſe, I have committed a great number of 
erimes, of a mare petty nature, (that may leſs concern the 
2 world, both now and in my unhappy life,) but I 

eg forgiveneſs of all the world, as they would with to be 
forgiven of God. And J, for my part, freely forgive all 
mankind, none excepted, even as I with myſelf to be for- 
given of God.“ | = 
The following Account is furniſhed by Mr. Commiſſioner 


GAMBIER, 


'THE prifoner was carried from Wincheſter Goal on the 


ioth to Portſmouth, where it was appointed he ſhould be 
executed at the Dock Gate ; and the following is an exact 
account of his behaviour from the time of his arrival to 

the time of execution. 5 3 
Having been carried in an open cart by the Hemp-houſe 
and round the ruins of the Rope-houſe, when he came 
* RN oppoſite 


79 ] 

oppofite the Commiſſioner's houſe, he deſired to ſpeak 

with the Commiſſioner, who thereupon went up cloſe to 

him: he ſaid, , | | 
% 8 IR. . | 

« I acknowledge my crime, and hope for forgiveneſs 
« from God, through the merits of my Saviour Jeſus 
«Can IT | ED 

*I aſk pardon of you, Sir, and hope your forgiveneſs.” 
Upon the cart's moving, he ſaid, ©* he had one thing more 
to obſerve as a caution to all the Commiſſioners of the 
« dock-yards throughout England: 'To be more vigilant 
« and ſtrictly careful of them for the future, becaufe it is 
« inthe power of a determined and reſolute man to do a 
— E deal of miſchief.” | 
As the cart ſtopped at the end of the Rope-houſe, he 
looked attentively at the place of his N and 
ſaid, I acknowledge my crime, and am ſorry for it.“ 

Juſt before he returned out of the Dock-yard, upon 
being aſked there if he had any thing more that he withed 
to ſay to the Commiſſioner, he ſaid, No, only I recom- 
mend great care and ſtrict vigilance at the dock-yards at 
* Chatham, Woolwich, : Deptford, Portſmouth, and 
| I 1 and particularly of the Rope-houſe at the 

latter.“ | | | 

Juſt before he was turned off, he ſaid, ** T acknowledge 
« thejuſtice of my ſentence, and hope for forgiveneſs, as I 
forgive all the world; I with ſucceſs to his Majeſty King 
% George and his family, and all his loyal ſubjects; and 
hope Tor forgiveneſs for all the tranſactions that I have 
A been guilty of from the year 1772 ſince my apprentice- 
*« ſhip; and that the world would be ſatisſied about him, 
* as his life would be very ſoon in print.“ | 
The following Letter was ſent to the Printer of this Ace 

count from a Gentleman at Portſmouth. | 

*« WITH rogue to John the Painter, the following 
you may depend on: (the London papers are defective in 
many reſpects) - When his condemnation was pronounced, 
he turned and laughed. —On Monday the roth of March 
he was brought from Wincheſter in a coach drawn by ſix 
| horſes ; he was ledged in our goal at a quarter after eleven 

o'clock ; he was kept about a quarter of an hour there, 
and then put into a cart, and the Sheriff's Officers, and 
the Peace Officers of Portſmouth, with our Mayor, at- 
tended him to the Dock-yard, a mile from the garriſon; 
the Mayor in a chariot, Near the Dock gates he paſſed 
by the gallows, and was drawn iato the Dock- yard, and 


n Ti ; 


carried round the Rope-houſe, that he might have a view 
of the remains of what he had deſtroyed : He ſaid that 
was indeed the place, and the building he had ſet fire to; 
that he intended to burn down the other ſtore-hauſes, and 
was ſorry he had not effected if, However, he gave a 
very particular cauticn to the Commifioner ; obſerved to 
that gentleman how eaſy it was to put ſuch diabolical 
ichemes in execution chere, and bid him take a particular 
care who were admitted into the yard in future; for he 
knew that there were ſeveral] unhappy wretches, like him 
ſelf, employed in the ſame bailneks, whoſe ſchemes were 
deeper laid, & whole capacity was ſuperior to 3 
however, was friendly. |-He was then led to the place of 
execution, about one hundred yards from and in fight of 
the Dock gates. Ihe gallows was ſixty- ſeven feet high; 
an old mizen maſt of the Arathuſa Frigate, with a run- 
bing tackel at the top, and kind of ſtage about eight feet 
Iquare and four feet high round the b.ttom, on which he 
was placed, —— His ſpeech was, that he has been a very 
wicked ſinner all bis life; confeſſed the crime for which 
he was going to ſuffer; that he had attempted at Ply- 
mouth yard, but, by the vigilance of the people, he was 
diſappointed; defired the public to pray for him; ſaid he 
4red juitly, There ſeemed a little penitence blended with 
his reſolution and hardineſs, He died a Difſenter. He 
was to give the ſignal when they ſhould pull him up, by 
dropping a piece of paper he heid in his hand. After he 
had doue ſpeaking, it was ſometime before he gave the 
ſignal: he delayed io long, that he had rolled the paper 
between his fingers to almoſt nothing, when, at laſt, drop- 
ping the little bit he had reduced it to, he was immediate- 
Jy hauled up in the irons he had on when he was brought 
trom Wincheſter. He did not ſtruggle much: the con- 
Hlict was toon over. After hanging the proper- time, he 
was immediately taken over to Block-houſe Point, and 
there hung in chains. He certainly was ſenſible, bold, 
and intrepid, and of an uncommon gowns, or he could not 
have undertaken ſo difficult and ſo daring a buſineſs as 
he firing our Dock-yard, ſetting fire to Briſtol and the 
ſhipping there, and attempting at Plymouth.“ 
_ * Beſides the confeſſions which have been given, and 
which have been atteſted by Magiſtrates, a further ac- 
Lount has been publiſhed, atteſted by the Keeper of Wia- 
cheſter Goal“ as made to him. By this it ſome, thak 
| | e 
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1 account is printed for J. Wilkes, of Wincheſter, 
under the title of The Lite of James Aitken,” Price Ii. 
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the father of Aitken, or John the Painter, was a white. 
ſmith, in a creditable way, at Edinburgh, a Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenter in religion; in which perſuaſion he brought up his 
ſon, and gave him a good education, placing him for ſux 
years in Herriot's Hoſpital, a charitable foundation of 
the ſame kind with Chrift's Hoſpital in London. x 

That Aitken had received a claſſical education, ſeems high- 
ly probable from the Latin books which were found in his 
vundle at Portſmouth ; and by carrying ſuch books about 
with him, it ſeems as if he had imbibed a love for — 
and ſomewhat of a romantic turn: But being an only. 
child, and greatly indulged by his parents, it begot in him 
an head-ftrong temper ;z for ſchool education will pro- 
fit little, unleſs the mind is at the ſame time brought un- 
der a due reſtraint, and good habits are implanted : The 
will matt be bent to what is good, otherwiſe there is no 
12 of virtue taking place, and directing the 
actions. | | 

Auken had a natural taſte for drawing, which was the 
reaſon he was put an apprentice to a painter, and this ac- | 
counts for his ſerving out his apprenticeſhip, which, it is 
probable, he would not have done, had he not had a na- 
tural liking toit. During his apprenticeſhip his father 
died, without being able to make ſuch proviſion for his 
fon as he had entertained hopes of. However, he had 
ſome expectation of procuring a commiſſion in the army; 
but in this he was diſappointed ; upon which he took 
Puppy for London, with all the money he could raife. 
As ſoon as he came there, he got into employ in the paint- 
ing way; but at the ſame time fell into vicious and ex- 
travagant company. This is, alas! too often the ruin of 
great numbers, even of thoſe well - diſpoſed by nature; 
therefore there is nothing a young man ſhould be more 
cautious of than going into company. If he would do 
well, he ſhould firſt learn to be happy alone; and then 
the danger of going into company will not be fo great, 
as he will be the more able to break himſelf from it when- 
ever he finds it leading him to what is prejudicial, Aitken 

ſoon found the ſtraits he was brought into by keeping looſe 
company. All the money he Brought with him from 
Scotland, as well as that which he earned in London, was 
ſoon expended ; and his companions then ſlighted him, 
though they had before lived much at his coſt. This drove 
him to the reſolution of taking to the highway. He ac- 
cordingly, having properly provided himſelf, repaired 
one afternoon to Finchley Common, about fix or — | 
pf i | miles 
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miles from London, and before his return got a con- 
ſiderale booty from the ſeveral carriages and ſingle horſe- 
men he ſtopt on different parts of the common. 


'This ſupply enabled him to join his old companions 
again, and go on for ſome time in extravagance and de- 


| bauchery ; but he found his perſon ſo exactly deſcribed in 


the papers, that he made every alteration in it he could 
Poſſibly deviſe. The old proverb ſays, and truly for the 
general part, That what is lightly got, as lightly goes;“ 
and ſo it was with the booty Aitken got on Finchley 
Common, He was ſoon again reduced to the laſt ſhil- 
ling; ſo that highway robberies, thefts, and ſhop-lifang, 


were uſed by him frequently, to furniſh a ſupply. But 
at length he began to reflect on the danger he was in of 


N detected, or betrayed, by ſome of his companions, 
and. determined to take ſhipping for America; which he 
accordingly did, as has been already mentioned. While 
he was in America, he ſays he was very active in the riots 
at Bofton, particularly in ſinking the tea, From Boſton 

he went to North Carolina, and from thence worked his 
paſſage home in a veſſel bound to Liverpool, where he 
arrived in May, 1775. It was after he landed here he 
enliſted for a ſoldier, but ſoon deſerted, and then broke 
open ſeveral ſnops at Meriden, and other places, as has 
been mentioned. At Coventry he met with an enliſting 

arty, and enliſted, receiving half a guinea, but got away 
fore he had been ſworn, by leaving his comrades aſleep. 

He made the beſt of his way towards London. Between 
Daventry and St. Alban's he robbed a man on horſeback of 
ſeven ſhillings and ten- pence, and another on foot of three 

ſhillings. He continued in London almoſt four months, 

committing a number of ſtreet robberies, and on the 
highway in the out-ſkirts of London, to * 2a his ex- 


travagance, He alſo broke open a houſe at Kenſington. 


Feartul of ſtaying. any longer in London, he decamped 
for Cambridge, which he had a deſire to ſee, He broke 
Open a ſhop here, in which he got about thirty ſhillings. 
From Cambridge he made a circle round the nort lern 
art of England, and robbed as he went to ſupport him- 
if, At Colcheſter he enlifled into the thirteenth regi- 
ment, in which he remained ſomz time, ſuppoſing the 
change of clothes would prevent his being 1 
for the robberies he had committed. He deſerted from 
this regiment in Auguſt, 1776. ; 
The account which the Goaler of Wincheſter has at- 
teſted and publiſhed, as given to him by Aitken, - * 
2 4 | | i -. 
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firft thought that entered his mind of ſetting fire to the 
Dock-yards, is as follows :—Being one night in company 
at Oxford, the converſaticn ran upon the American war, 
and the importance of his Majeſty*s fleet and Dock-yards ; 
and it was with ſatisfaftion I heard every one agree, that 
the ſafety, the welfare, and even the exiſtence of this na- 
tion, depended on them. I endeavoured to keep the con- 
verſation up as much as poſſible ; and the more it was can- 
e the more evident was the truth of the former con- 
eluſion. 5 | 
It is amazing with what force this converſation kept 
poſſeſſion of my mind. I believe it never left me after- 
wards. In the night I had a thouſand ideas, and all tend- 
ed to ſhew how important would be the event in favour o 
America, provided theſe Dock-yards and ſhipping coul 
be deſtroyed. The more I conſidered it, the more plauſible 
was the undertaking, and the more eager I found myſelf 
to become the inſtrument of it. 3 
I ſpent two days in the contemplation of this malicious 
deſign, and promiſed myſelf immortal honour in the ac- 
compliſhment of it. I beheld it in the light of a truly 
herioc enterprize, ſuch as never would have been equalled 
to the end of time. I was perſuaded it would entitle me 
to the firſt rank in America; and flattered myſelf with 
the ambition of becoming the admiration of the world! 
With theſe flattering proſpects I ſet off for Portſmonth, 
to inform myſelf of the particular fituation, as alſo of the 
materials and ſtores with which theſe magazines were com- 
poſed. I was well aware, that the collecting ſatisfactory 
information would be a work of time. I therefore, ſoon 
after my arrival, entered into the employ of Mr. Gold- 
ing, a painter, at Titchfield, with a deſign to prevent ſuſ- 
pon my real buſineſs. I made enquiry, as it were 
y accident, concerning the ſtrictneſs of the guard, and 
the admiſſion of ſtrangers into the Dock-yard. I was 
anſwered fully to my ſatisfaction. I frequently attended 
the yard, acquainted myſelf with every part of it, and 
learnt the contents of near all the ſtorehouſes, and ſo par- 
ticularly, that I formed a very accurate plan of it. I took 
| account of all the ſhips of war in the harbour, their force, 
and number of men. I alſo took a plan of the fortifica- 
tions unnoticed by the centinels, the number of guns 
mounted on them, and their weight of metal. I did not 
omit remarking the careleſſneſs of the watch, and the ſe- 
curity in which I found all orders of men in their different 
epartments; and this obſervation occured to me ſo Frogs 
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that it removed all apprehenſions of difficulty in carrying 
my deſign into execution. | 


From hence I went to Plymouth, where I found thine; | 


much in the ſame fituation. I acquainted myſelf with 
every information that was neceſfary for my baſineſs, I 
paid ſtrict attention to the fortifications, the ſhips of war, 
and the greatneſs of their force. I placed myſelf in the 
way of all buſineſs, learnt the particulars of every thing 
that was going forward, and examined the contents of 
every ftore-houſe, without raiſing the leaſt ſuſpicion, or 
being queſtioned by any one. 

My next care was to viſit Chatham, with the ſame cir. 
cumſpect attention, and in which 1 conducted myſelf with 
the ſame ſucceſs. From hence I went to the yards ac 
Woolwich and Deptford, and in both places informed my- 
ſelf of every thing material; for though they are much 
inferior to the foregoing, yet I thought them of too fluch 
conſequence to eſcape ine. | | | 


Having done this, he ſet out for Dover, and there 
hired a ſmall failing boat to carry him over to Calais, 
— From thence he made the beſt of his way to Paris, 
and there enquired aiter Mr. Silas Dean, and com- 
municated to him his deſign of ſetting fire to the Dock- 
yards and ſhipping in England. —— Mr. Dean tod 

im he could nyt help looking upon it as an enterprize 
-bordering upon madnets, and ſtarted a number of diticul- 
ties which he ſuppoſed had eſcaped him. On a lecond 
meeting, Mr. Dean ſtill t:1d him he looked upon it as 2 
very deſperate, and, indeed, 1mpracticable ſcheme ; but 
Aitkea told him it was natural for him to be of that opi- 
nion, who was unecquainted with the Dock-yards, and 
the method he had of communicating fire ; that he had 
thought of a portable machine, of iuch-dimenitions as to 
carry in the pocket, and which, when charged with com- 
buſtible matter, and lighted, was ſo contrived as not to 
emit any rays of light, and that they might be placed in 
way. ſtore-houte or veſſel without being diſcovered, nd 
could, by the help of a certain compoſition, be kept burn- 
"ing many hours; ſo that he could get fixty or feveniy 
4 from the place before the fire ſhould break out. 


— * — 5 a * R f — «© * 0 - ens — . 9” 4 — q 
*. om 
. - 
i 2 , 5 5 * 
5 — 
8 ** - phe 8.5% & : 15 
4 : . 
. , 


[85] 


This machine, which was produced in Court. on the 


ial, was made according to the following figure: 
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22 Repreſents a tin caſe, made in a long ſauare form, well ſoldered to- 
gether, the ſides nearly cloſing at the top: where they fall towards each 
other in a ſhelving direction. b b,A imall wooden box, filled with com- 
bultible matter, and fitted ſo exattly to the caſe, as to have no viſible ſepa- 
ration. cc Shews a lighted 'candle, with its end fixcd in the box of 
combuſtible matter, by means of a hole made t. rough its top ſor chat 
Purpoſe, and through which the candle, when burnt below the ſurface of 
the box, communicates itſelt to the cambuſtibles. d d Reprefents a plate 
of tin, fixed near the top. of the caſe, and punched. full of very fing holes, 

as to admit particles of air ſufficient to 3 the candle burning, with- 
out being ſo large as to diſcover the light. e e Shews the extremity of the 
wooden box, whieb having no bottom, is fet upon any materials, fuch as 
bemp, pitch, tar, wood, &c intended to be ſet on fire, | 
Eg 1H - Mr. Dean 
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Mr. Dean 1 teas his approbation of the contrivance, 
by ſaying that he now believed the ſcheme was practica- 
ble; and that Portſmouth, as being a place of the firſt 
conſequence, ought to be the firſt Sbjedd. He then fur- 
niſned him with ſome money, about three pounds, and 
gave him a direction to a friend in London, that he might 
call upon, and put him in a way to get a paſſport from the 
French King. Having procured this, he took paſſage 

from Calais to Dover; from thence he proceeded to 
Canterbury, where he got the machine made with which 
he ſet fire to the Rope-houſe at Portſmouth. He then ſet 
off for Chatham, and ſpent two days there in making 
ſome: freſu obſervations on the Dock-yard and ſhipping, 
and then +" 99; gi to London, in his way to Portſmouth, 
Here;he bought a pair of ſcrew barrel piſtols, reſolving, 
if any man ſhould detect him in his enterprize, to kill him 
en the ſpot. He alſo procured a piſtol tinder-box, a 
quantity of tinder, ſome ſpirits of turpentine, and a 
quantity of nitre, and then ſet out for Portſmouth. 
The account he gave to Mr. White, the Goaler of 
Wincheſter, of his proceedings there, is as follows. 


I arrived at Portſmouth on "Thurſday evening, the 15th 


of December, 1776, and immediately began to lay down 
a plan of operations. I concluded, that in ſo large anc 
populous a place, a number of fire-engines were moſt 
probably kept, and that on the firſt alarm they would fly 
to the aſſiſtance of the Dock, and perhaps extinguiſh the 
fire, before any confiderable damage could be done. T's 
prevent this, I thought it would be neceſſary to ſet the 
town on fire at the ſame time in two different parts, ima- 
gining that the ſurprize aud conſternation which it would 
naturally occafidn, would prevent people from giving 
aſſiſtance to either, *till the flames had made ſuch progreis 
as not to be got under. : 
To effect this miſchievous reſolutian, I determined not 
to go to bed that night, but to walk the town over, and 
by the aſſiſtance of the moon, which ſhone very bright, 
to find out ſuch houſes as were built principally of timber, 
and in ſituations likely to do the moſt damage. I ſpared 
no labour in this ſearch, and was careful to determine on 
ſuch houſes as had no party walls to repel the flames, In 
the morning I applied at two of theſe houſes for lodgings, 
one of which was occupied by Mrs. Bexell. I agreed 
with her for them, and deſired to ſee my apartment, which 
ſhe complied with. I appeared very well ſatisfied with it. 
I left my bundle with her, and ſaid I thould return in the 


evening. From hence I weat to a public houle, — 


. ia 
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myſelf, and engaged alſo for a bed. My next care was 


to viſit the Dock-yard, to wait an opportunity for placing 
the combuſtibles ; and having fixed: upon ſuch a fituation 
as was moſt likely to anſwer my end, I returned to my 
lodgings for the tin caſe, the boxof inflammable materials, 
ſpirits of turpentine, tinder-box, &c. with which I re- 
turned about two o'clock into the Dock-yard. My firſt 


intention was to ſet fire to the Hemp-houſe, in which J 


ſecreted myſelf behind a large mow or bundle of hemp, 


| ſuppoſing there was no danger of being diſcovered, altho? 


number of men were employed in different parts of the 
2 I found this mew of hemp ſo hard and con- 
ſolidated, that I was afraid, when the fire came to it, that 
it would not burn; and it was with great difficulty that I 
could looſen it. I pulled off my coat with a reſolution of 
opening a cavity in its ſide, in which I intended to place 
the machine; but this not being practicable, I got toge- 
ther a quantity of hemp that lay about; and having made 


a pile againſt the mow, I placed the machine upon it, but 


firſt ſprinkled a quantity of ſpirits of turpentine upon the 
top of the pile, and covered the whole. over with ſome 
freſh hemp. In this ſituation I left the machine, intend- 
ing to go in about two hours afterwards to ſet it on fire. 
But leſt this ſhould not take proper effect, or be extinguiſh- 
ed before it could communicate itſelf to other parts of the 
yard, I thought it would be more effectual to ſet fire to 
ſome other ſtore-houſe alſo. In walking round the yard, 
I obſerved the Rope-houſe open, into which I went, and 


| having gone all over it, up ſtairs and down, I pitched up- 


on a room containing a parcel of ropes, and ſome hemp, 
which I thought a very proper place to let on fire, I went 
away, and returned with two quarts of ſpirits of tur- 
pentine, ſome gunpowder, and ſome touch paper which I 


had previouſly made. I drew the cork from one of the 


bottles, and having prepared a train of hemp ſoaked in 
the ſpirits, I-filled the neck of the bottle therewith, which 
placed among the ropes, and covered it over with a 


quantity of refuſe hemp, which I found laying about, I 


placed the bottle upon its tide, and put the end of the 
train of hemp into a paper of- dry gunpowder, and having 
covered the whole ligncly over witn hemp, I ſprinkled the 
remaining ſpirits of turpentine upon the whole, I now 
pulled out my piſtol tinaer-box, and endeavoured to ſtrike 
2 light, in order to ſet it on fire; but the tinder being 
Eltzer damp, or badly burnt, would not take fire. The 
attention wich which I was endeavouring to light my 
| match, 
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match, prevented me from obſerving the time, and there. 
fore, when I had found it impoſſibſeè to ſtrike a light, and 
was l to go to my lodgings, I found myſelf locked 
into the houſe. I was a little uneaſy 1785 this occaſion, 
for fear of raiſing ſuſpicion, particularly as I ſhould be 
obliged to appear again to light the matches, which I had 
now failed in. I went from one end of the 2. to the 
ether, which was of a prodigious lengths and tried every 
door I could find; but all was faſt, I went up ſtairs very 
gently for fear of being heard, intending to make my 
. eſcape from one of the windows; but this I alſo found im- 
poſſible. I then went back to the door at which I came in, 
And knocked for a conſiderable time. At laſt a lad came 
up, and aſked who was there? I told him I was a friend, 
And had come into the dock-yard out of curioſity, having 
never been at Portſmouth before; and while I went up ſtairs 
to ſee this great building, ſome body had locked up the 
doors; J therefore begged he would let me out. He went 
away to cull ſome Other perſon, who directed me to a 
certain door in the building, at which, he ſaid, I might let 
myſelf out. In order to allay their ſuſpicion, I appeared 
to be very ignorant in every reſpect, and aſked them a num- 
ber of ſimple queſtions; for I very much expected to be taken 
into cuſtody,  _ x 
I went to a public houſe in a back ftreet, to refreſh my- 
ſelf, and from thence to my lodgings at Mrs. Boxell's. I 
went to bed, and ſlept till about five o'clock in the morning 
of Saturday Ke 7th of December, when I ſtruck a light, 
and got up. My firſt buſineſs was to mix up proper com- 
buſtibles to ſet that houſe on fire, and the . — houſe I 
had before taken lodgings at. The preparation I had made 


_ - confiſtedof gunpowder, roſin, turpentine, nitre, &c. which 


I intended to have placed under the beds, to have locked 
up ihe doors, and carried the keys away in my pocket, to 
prevent a diſcovery before the bedding had taken fire. 
alſo made a quantity of freſh tinder out of an old ſhirt 1 
had torn up for that purpoſe, the ſmoke of which, attended 
with the.ſulphurous ſmell occaſioned by the inflammable 
articles, brought up Mrs. Boxell, who in a violent paſſion 
burſt open the door, aſked me whether I was ſetting the 
room on fire, and inſiſted upon my leaving her houſe, ſay- 
ing, ſhe was ſure I could have no good deſign. Finding 
her in earneſt, I thought it moſt prudent to quit her lodg- 
ng without entering into turther diſpute, which cou d 
only tend to injure my buſineis; ſo I took my bundle, and 
walked almoſt two hours round Portſmouth W 
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ſeek for another lodging. Obſerving a houſe in North-- 
ſtreet, which ſeemed likely to. anſwer my purpoſe, I went 
in, and agreed for a lodging, ſaying I was going a little way 
out of town, but ſhould return in the evening; in the mean 
while defired the woman of the houſe, Mrs. Cole, to take 
care of my bundle. 1 . L | 
My next object was to accompliſh the buſineſs in the 
dock yard. I went firſt to the hemp houſe, and after wait- 
ing a {afe opportunity, got into the room where I had left 
the materials, ſtruck a hght with my piſtol tinder-box, and 
lighted the candle which I had before placed in the tin caſe: 
under the hemp. T fince find that this machine did not take 
effect, owing, as I imagine, to its being covered over with 
too much hemp, which obſtructed the air from entering the 
little holes in the top of the machine in ſuch quantity as 
was neceſſary to keep the candle burning; otherwiſe this 
duilding would have been in flames at the ſame time with 
the rope-houſe. Having, as I thought, effectually com- 
pleated my buſineſs here, I directed my ſteps towards the 
— and after waiting almoſt two hours, I took an 
opportunity of lighting the match that communicated to 
the gunpowder, Which I believe took effect in about an 
hour and an half. The inſtant I had finiſhed, I quitted the 
dock yard, intending to go immediately to ſet fire to both- 
my lodgings ; but meeting a perſon- near the dock. gates: 
who knew me when worked at-Titchfield, during the time 
I was making my obſervations, and ſeeing him look. at me- 
very ſtedfaſtly, and recolleCting at the ſame inſtant the affair 
at Mrs. Boxell's, I ran very precipitately out. of town, 
without giving myſelf time to call for my bundle, dread- 
ing an information, and the conſequence of being taken into: 
cuſtody, „ N 
Aitken proceeded with the 1 he could towards 
London, as upon looking back when he was got ſome diſ-- 
tance from Portſmouth, he ſaw the dock in a blaze. When 
he got to London he informed one Dr. Bencraft of what 
he had done, as:has been already mentioned.. He the next 
day ſet out for Oxford, intending to proceedi that. waꝝ for 
Portſmouth, taking Briſtol in his way, At. Hungerford, 
in his way, being deſtitute of money, he worked for about 
ten days with Mr. Smith, a painter there. During which, 
having learnt where he kept his money, he ſtole: four gui- 
neas, and then made off for Briſtol. This Mr. Smith, after 
Aitken was apprehended, ſuſpecting he was the ſame per- 
ſoa who had worked for him, when ne heard of his being 
at Wincheſter for trial, wens thither, juſt time — h to- 
N | = ee. ” . 


3 
LOR. 


PL _—_—_— * * 
1 A 


. * . 


— — 


Eo : IJ. 


ſee him brought back to priſon, after his condemnation; 
Mr. Smith IS ed from the crowd, and touching the pri- 
ſoner on the ſhoulder, aſſced him if he knew him ? He 
ſeemed ſurpriſed, and ſaid, he knew him well, and begged 
him to come into the priſon with him, 'where he aſked his 
pardon for robbing him, and hoped that God and he would 
forgive him. He ſeemed not at all affected with his fate, or 
with the guilt of the fact for which he was condemned; 
but he complained of unfair treatment in having treache- 
rous fellows ſent to vifit him, to fift him before his trial; 
and ſaid, they could not have convicted him had not ſuch 
inguiſitorial proceedings been made uſe bf, He was ſo 
calm in his mind, that he recollected owing a young man 
fix=pence at Hungerford, which he requeſted Mr. Smith to 
take and pay for him; and ſeemed exceedingly happy in 
being ſeen and forgiven by his old maſter. | 
John the Painter, finding as he travelled on to Briſtol, 
no purſuit made after him from Hungerford, for the rob- 
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bery he had committed there, ſtopped two days in Briſ- 
tol to acquaint himſelf with the ſhipping, going on board 1 
ſeveral of them. From thence he ſet out for Portfmouth. 4 
At Exeter. he prepared a quantity of combuſtibles for 2 

ſetting fire to Plymouth Dock. He never lodged twice in- b 
the ſame houſe there, but removed from one end of the I 
town to the other, to prevent being remembered. He left e 
Exeter the 26th of December, and arrived at Plymouth the I 
27th. Theaccount he gave of his proceedings there, ta W 
Mr. White, the keeper of Wincheſter goal, was as follows: h 
I left my bundle at a houſe in the outſkirts of the town, Ne 

Where I had taken Iodgings, and went with a deſign to viſit fn 


the dock-yard ;- but to my great ſurpriſe found the guard 
fricter, and the admiſſion of ſtrangers objected to; occa - 
fioned, as I was informed, by the burning of Portſmouth 
* which was ſuppoſed to have been purpoſely ſet on 
re, 9 a : a | 3 
I now thought myſelf in a worſe ſituation than ever. I 
had obſerved by the papers, that the damage at Portſmouth 
had not anſwered my expectation, owing to the machine 
in the hemp-houſe not taking effect; and to be as 
ed here, would deſtroy my plan, as I intended, after 
ſucceeding at Plymouth, to have gone immediately to Paris, 
to conſult Mr. Deane, particularly as Dr. Bencraft ha 
declined giving me his aſſiſtance, or having any thing to do 
with it. I confulted a number of fchemes to effect my 
purpoſe ; but all were impracticable. I walked ſeveral 
times round the walls, wich are every where ſo " gli, © 
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I could ſee no poſſibility of getting over. I knew perfectly 
wall the very ſpot. where the r of pitch, tar, and 
hem dere itarad; add intende : 
ſ{c* them on fire. I tried again for admittance into the yard, 
but could not ſucceed, Tat laſt thought of a rope ladder, 
having taken much notice of them at ſea. . I went into a 
Mop, purchaſed a quantity of ropes, and carried them to 
my lodgings, which I ſtill continued to change moſt nights, 
ſometimes fleeping at Plymouth, and ſometimes. at Ply- 
mouth Dock. e 3 ' & 
I went to work upon the ropes, and in leſs than a day 
compleated a very good ladder. My next care was to in- 


could I ſcale the walls, to 


vent a faſtening to hang it on the wall. I applied to a 


ſmith, and directed him to make me two hooks very large 
and ſtrong, each forming an angle, with one ſide much 
longer than the other. Having procured theſe, I faſtened 
one to each ſide of the top of the ladder, by means of a 


hole made at the extremity of the ſtem of the hooks to 


receive the cord. About one o'clock in the morning of 
the 2gth of December, I made trial of my ladder, which 
after throwing upon the wall, four or five times, took effect 
beyond expeQtation.. I mounted the wall in an obſcure 


lane, and on looking over I found the coaſt clear. 1 turn-— 


ed my. ladder, and let myſelf down into the dock-yard, 
intending to ſet it on fire in three different places; but 
when I had gone within about fifty yards of the hemp- - 

houſe, I heard fome of the centinels in_ converſation, and 

not being Able to diſtinguiſh their words, and. imagining I. 
fhould be feen, I returned, and declined making any further 
attempt till the next night. _ ' 

F now flattered myſelf with the hope of ſucceeding ; and 
made every neceſſary preparation for it. I diſcharged my 
lodging, and carried my bundle a little way out. of town: 
and hid it, intending to ſet off the inſtant I had completed 
the buſineſs, I returned into the town, and ſoon after mid - 
night fixed my ladder, and mounted upon the wall. It 
was not moon-light, nor ſo dark but there was a poflibility 
of iceing objects at a little diſtance. I turned my ladder 
while I ſat upon the wall, but in attempting to go down, 
the hold gave way; and let me down with ſome bricks from 
the top of the wall, I was a little frightened at this miſ- 
fortune, particularly as I obſerved a centinel at ſome little 

| , walking backwards and forwards at his ſtand; 
who, I dare. ay, had he heard the noiſe of the fall, and ſeen 
* would _ — ay + Fi 8 walked 8 little fur- 
ther down, and havit ed my ladder, went back again 
wg _ ing | H 2 h 2 


charged, plenty of 


. . 


thinking I was too much diſconcerted at what had happen. 
ed, to do the bufinefs properly that night. + 
Very much vexed at this diſappointment, I walked the 
' * ireets the remainder of the night, which was exceedingly 
_ cold, I had ſome thoughts of returning immediately to 
Briſtol, with an intent to ſet fire to the ſhipping, wherein I 
ſaw no difficulty; but the idea of giving up Plymouth was 
_ ſovexations, that J determined to make a freſh trial the 
next night, and to carry my point, though at the hazard of 
my life. When day- light appeared, I went to a little ale- 
houſe for refreſhment, ſaid I had travelled all night, and 
- defired leave to lay down. I ſlept moſt part of the day, 
being very mach fatigued, and in the evening I walked 
once more round the walls, to ſix upon a freſh place for an 
attempt. Between one and two o'clock in the morning, I 
proceeded with my ladder to another part of the yard, near 
the magazine of pitch and tar, intending to ſet — on fire 
firſt. Taccordingly JO myſelf with a machine well 
[ reſh tinder, a piſtol tinder-box, ſpirits 
of turpentine, and other combuſtibles, together with a piſ- 
tol loaded with flugs; and I ſet out with a great reſolution 
of effecting my deſign that night. Having fixed my lad- 
der, which generally took me about a quarter of an hour, 
ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs, as it depended upon chance, 


I Tmounted the wall, and let myſelf down into the yard, 


without any noiſe or difficulty, and proceeded. very genrly 
towards the magazine of pitch and tar, which was my firſt 
object. I paſſed ſeveral centinels at a little diſtance ; but 
when T came nearer to the ſtore-houſe, F ſaw two centinels 
walking backwards and forwards by the ſide of it, fo that 
T could not effect my purpoſe there. I then went towards 
the hemp-houſe, Te pager to fire that; but here again I 
was prevented by the vigilance of the watch. I directed my 
ſteps very ſlowly another way, but before I had got a hun- 
dred yards, I thought I heard ſeveral voices in earneſt con- 
verſation, upon which, ſuppeſing Ewas. diſcovered, I ran 
back again as faſt as I could upon my toes, and having gam- 
ed the ladder, I returned over the wall with. all poſſible 
' haſte, and ſet off immediately for Exeter, expecting to be 


0 purſued. i N . gs" 1 
Aitken, when he came to Exeter, ſupplied himſelf with 

eombuſtibles of different kinds, intending from thence to 
proceed to Briſtol, and deſtroy there not wm the ſhipping, 
[2 bat 25 much of the city as he poſlibly could. He arrived 
there on Monday the 13th of January laſt.— The account 


© he gave to Mr, White of his proceedings erin 


different kinds, which wou dreadful 
that part of the town. I ſet fire to a box in the middle of 


of the town by this means. ; 
| img, among the ſhipping, as I fount aiſtrift, watch 
ept up in future, which rendered all farther at- 
tempts upon them im 1 I thought of one ſcheme, 
however, which I ha | 
ſerving a vaſt number of barrels of oil EN the quay, 
Atyat A ver near a line of ſhips, Icontriv 3 


7 - 


I ſpent the whole of Tueſday the 15th of January, in 
acquainting myſelf with the ſhipping, upon which I in- 
tended to make the firſt attempt, ſyppoling if I had any 
ſucceſs, they would communicate the flames to the whole 
town. At night I paraded the town all over, the better to 
acquaint myſe!f with the different ſtreets, and to find out 
where I could do the moſt miſchief. The next day, being 
the 15th, I went to bed, intending to be up all the. enſuing 
night to effect my deſign, having firſt prepared all things m 
readineſs for the purpoſe. „ 7 
About midnight, I proceeded with all my materials 


towards the quay. I got on board the Savannah la Mar, a 


Jamaica-man, and placed a quantity of turpentine, roſin 
pitch, &c. round the mizen maſt, to which I ſet. fire, * 
then went on board the La Fame, another Jamaica-man, 


which lay at a little diſtance, -in which I alſo placed a 


quantity of cumbuſtible matter, and ſet ſire to it. I then 


| proceeded to another part of the quay, and got on board 


the Hibernia, an Iriſh trader, in which I placed a like 


| 1 of inflammable materials, and a quart” bottle of 


pirits of turpentine, to which I alſo ſet fire, I then broke 

open a warehouſe belonging to a druggiſt, in Cypher-lane, 
ſuppoſing there were large 1 of oils and ſpirits of 
d occaſion a dreadful fire in 


the warehouſe, which I ſuppoſed would ſoon communicate 
to all parts of it. 8 8 3 | 
Having, as I thought, effected my buſineſs very complete, 
I walked almoſt four miles out of town, and ſtayed till 
near eight o*clock in the morning ; but not perceiving any 
thing of the fire, I returned to ſee whether it. had taken 
effect, which I could do without ſuſpicion, as I ſuppoſed 
people would ſee that I had juſt come into town. I went 


do the quay, where I obſerved one veſſel, the Savannah la 


Mar, was much burnt; but the fire m the other two had 


gone out without taking effect. I alſo found I had miſcar- 
ried in Cypher-lane, where the box of combuſtible matter 
burnt. out, without doing any damage, which I thought 
rning all that part 
L was. moſtly, vexed at the 


very extraordinary, as I made ſure of 


was to be 


ſome hopes of ſucceeding in. Ob- 
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town on fire, 
tx 


onde, in all of 


that 1 — myſelf I had accompliſbed the deſtruction of the 
Whole n, 


. 4 > 
* 


to be anepe · witneſs af the deſtruction I had wrought,” On my nearer 

approach, the flames ſeemed to abate ; but I found the Whole city 

; Js. convernation and terror z though my {cheme had not anſwered 
y full intention. My matches had only taken effect in Quay-lane, 
3 amqag the warehouſes ut, Mr. Browne, book ſcNer, Which occaſion- 
EY edu Breadful flre in that part of the town: in every otber part I 
B found my endeavours had failed. To compenſate for this, 1 deter- 
5 mined to make a. fieſh attempt on the Sunday night, and made every 
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